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D; 'Bird 
Director, Vest tiidi ands fle;io :1 
Transfusion Centre 
Vincent Drive 8/B13/22 
Bdgbaston 
BI KGHAM B115 2SSG 3f3January '993'1 

Dear Dr Bird 

ADVISORY CO*,aTTEE ON '3.'W

Your 411 recall that at the lout ' tins of the Advisory Committee, the wee eteri t was ZS?c< "i Q :r iare  rn draft • paper for ROs and. iegiora1 'T.~ i.•. ~~ a on issuing all stc„?:c of meter VIII through Regional Transfusion Centre'_ I spoke to you bri c:"? } 4'ru chi yet; coisfirmed that this vas th£ arrangement in our T y -  cn., 

I enclose a first shoe at ch a per for your information. It is not G U tri i' stage ready to go to other TIc srs of the Advisory Coai mitteee Bc,  orc to-'.: -•.j and particularly before +1uttin:! the -crier to a formal meeting of I TOs and Regional Treas Tern, it ;ci'lc 3 1.e : e#ul for me to have some idea of hou the arrangement ,:czi :, cLicc, I would': 'lo very grateful for your assistance in this. For e cnp1c, you does an individual clinician in yov 'Region obtain Factor VIII? Does lie contact your Centre direct? If your Centre has exhausted its sup-)1y Front BPL, do you arrange purchase of coaano_cial supplies, or 'isthe clinician informed and left to make arrangements hioscli', , or 'through 'his hospital ;ttpnlies Officer? Do you perhaps estimate the demand for Factor VIII and purchase cotrmcrcial supplies in bulk to make up the difference between the demand and BPL°s supply? {` 

I would appreciate e-ny help you can gave. I have tried to anticipate the questions which might arise about this system, but there may well be others which occur to youd 

Yours sincerely 

. r G ROC !, - -^ 

S GODFREY 

H'---
-

--- - !' 
r3v, 1 .$f . 
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DRAFT PAPER TO BE PUT, WITH THE AGREEMENT OF THE ADVISORY CONNITTEE, TO RMOs ' ̀  19 

••AMID RTs 

SUPPLY OF FACTOR VIII FOR THE TREATNENT OF HAEMOPHILIACS 

1. ' At 'its first meeting on 1'Decmeber, the Advisory Committee on the National '

r - discussed arrangements'  for the supply of Factor VIII- -  ' Blood„  Transfusion Service di cu ed ar ' ' ' ' ' 
A~ 

"(used in the treatment of haemophiliacs). As [RMOs] [RTs] will know, demand• 
r. 
' 

for Factor VIII is met by a combination of 

,? g' • 1 cryoprecipitate manufactured by Regional Transfusion Centres;, . _ 

,} 

2. Factor VIII supplied without charge by the Blood Products Laboratory; 
and ?. 

3. commercial purchases. 

The,°last of these accounts for over one-third of all Factor VIII used. , 
, t 

Present annual,consumption of Factor VIII in England and Wales is about , 

•55 million international units, but demand is expected to reach 90 million 

international units by the mid-1980s. As a result of a short-term up-grading, , p , 

'programme, the Blood Products Laboratory will increase production from 15 million

`S to 30 million international units by the end of 1962, but this will not 

eliminate the need for commercial purchases.

•-k RRegional_ Transfusion Directors have suggested that it would be useful if 

mall Factor VIII (including supplies purchased commercially) were to be held 

• and issued by Regional Transfusion Centres. This would enable the use of 

-Factor 'VIII to be monitored more closely and assist Directors in calculating,

the level of fresh-frozen plasma supplies needed to be sent to the Blood 

Products Laboratory, bearing in mm d the proposed pro-rata supply of blood  --

products to Regions ] 1 April 1981 [(RA)(Pu10)80-]. This is already the

4-' practice in at least one Region (vest Midlands). The Advisory Committee 

° - {' 'recognises that purchasing and distribution policy must remain a matter fore

local decision, but strongly commends this arrangement to RF.As for consideration.' ,

'~ 

, '

D H S C0002203_017_0002 


