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“REGIONAL TRANSFUSION DIRECTORS' MEETING
Minutes of the 197th Regional Transfusion Directofs' Meetihg held ét the
Blood Products Laboratory, Elstree, on Wednesday 9th October 1985.

I D Fraser (Chairman) . " Dr D Lee - ‘ 35
Dr F A Ala . . Dr W M McClelland s
"Mr W Armour i “ Dr J A F Napier .
..DrJ D Cash o E " Dr F M Roberts I ook
“:Dr A K Collins _ o Col D Robson ‘ o
- Dr M Contreras - Dr K L1 Rogers _ -
" Dr’J Darnborough T .- Dr DS Smith e T
Dr C.C, Entwistle - - ~s,..- - _ Dr A Smithies ' L ?m:f
rHHGunson -~~~ """ DrLADTovey . .0 .
----- J-F Harrlson 2 Mr A Williams - . i
‘RvLane : : © Dr-W Wagstaff '

The meetlng w1shed

'Comp“fer' obklng Party 8 1

s

"wistl agreed wlth the Cardiff experlencelthat'thé ch5551s was not

<o N . 3.3
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Concern was expressed generally over 'service* and ‘maintenance’ of regionally =

“purchased vehicles and some discussion took place regarding rental«and central——-——
- administrative arrangements.. Obviously distance -from BPL-is.a major o
.consideration in .wear and tear.. A phased introduction would be necessary but
"again concern was felt that there is not yet a satisfactory vehicle. Dr Lane .
stressed that spare trailers would be required so that. one'could be . pre-loaded
-and ready for collection. Standardisation was felt to be important but time
is~passing and some Regions have'already funds 1dentified. SRR

' matter with the RTC Adm1n1strators.‘:,'w

‘i‘ii) Bone Marrow Reglstry

.Concern-was expressed at the experlence of many Centyes=at-tpe.1ac of central
‘co-ordination ‘of ‘our services.: . Who actually formulates:

‘Transfusion Service? Flnanc1al strategy and: cross-charging are extremely
-important con51deratlons.'

full testlng by ‘the’ 14th October 1985

:products- in‘stock i. e. 'FFP-Cryo .and Frozen Blood
Tat D1v151ons ‘and RTCs dlffered

untested donatlons.

Mt..x P

Frozen,donatlonS»f many»had‘
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Dr Smithies requested the advice of the meeting as
aobv1ously there would be much Press interest. Directors were concerned that

:in spite of publicity high risk persons were still coming to donor sessions in
order to find out thelr HTLV-III antibody status. Many groups have made it
clear that they will not attend STD clinics or GPs and most Districts have not
‘made clear arrangements for persons to have ready access to testing.

Dr Contreras - ‘reported her findings that GPs did not have clear instructions. - .
‘Dr Smithies referred to the Chief Medical Officer's letter to District Medical
Officers.. It was agreed that although" Official Press Statements have been
.accurate there-is still .much misunderstanding. As RTDs we agreed to institute
testlng on the set date to allow maximum publicity about alternative testing
tes and, concerted -action on such an emotional issue. It was felt that to

;

as suggested ‘and"agreed that_the AIDS Group' couid meet during this
1ntroductory perlod to- discuss problems which would arise. Dr Mortimer had
fered coded Q.C.: samplessfor ‘the- Reglonal Transfusion Service . (quarterly)
an "the 'PHLS "10 Sera- panel;f He would like to receive any repeatable positives
ito~1nclude 1n a furthcr panel Thanks.were expressed to Dr Mortlmer.

43 "TEDDER has'requested s ‘only. recelved) co-operatlon from the G
ansfu51on Serv1ce‘1n an ep1demlolog1ca1 study of HTLV III p051t1ve donors.

omde ey

Zew : ; e
have an” opportunlty tofcover a large donor population and while there is

ﬁgre t’support’ within'the Service we’ haye no, finance for- studies of—this type,;

' ,cons1derab1e'workload lS'anOlVed ”The prospect“ofc ‘ante--~»*?_
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dThe meetlng agreed that any 1nvestlgat10ns needed to be; well co-ordlnated and
.?would be expensive. Dr Smithies was asked to- comment*and reported that the
MRC Working Group on AIDS was aware of these topics and has been asked to
co-ordinate all aspects of. AIDS epidemiology including blood donors, contacts
. and recipients of HTLV-III positive blood donations.

lMuch;concern was felt that previous relationships of the NBTS with the MRC had y
not been happy. The MRC had dlsbanded the Research Group in Blood Transfu51on._

-y .

Dr Gunson has to glve an opinion’ shortly at’ a meetlng :“It -was suggested a-
..co-ordinated team’ should work with MRC. The NBTS has available material which
requires confidential handling and skilled staff. Dr Tedder could be invited
" to join the RTD Working Party to'discuss the terms.of .a joint study..~In. .- = ..

_pr1nc1ple RTDs support an epldemlologlcal evaluatlon_but are- concerned about' "

7 possible. is under modlflcatlon by
B Dr'Tedder. . CE _ ,

-donors- found tonbe:HTL V—III
-u*y would be a’fected by~

e gy n

urt‘er supported

] asoni-:e g ;serolog1c:1 problems Lt
; ﬁhma ger, proposed that autologous*storage should be*‘ooked 1nto* n w';

m;-
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iscussion.. took_plége regardlng confldentlality of 1aboratory tests on donors,
1d*it was once again agreed that the donor must give consent before the results
of" any tests are divulged. Even samples referred to other laboratories for
confirmatory tests should not be readily identifiable unless the Reference
laboratory insists (as some do) on the information.

;Problems were foreseen over counselling of donors found to be HTLV-III
hantlbody positive, and Dr Smithies assured the meeting that the DHSS is
interested in hearing of these experiences. The initial approach is to be

" by: the Regional Transfusion Service but there must be adequate follow-on e
support Wlthln the communlty.

There was strong interest expressed over the use of Jet—guns and the
p0551b111ty of : spray-back or transfer of . tissue f1u1d or blood. Some RTCs

WORKING cnoup on QUALITY ASSURANCE "_' o R "‘ B

i

Gunson ‘was 1nv1ted to 'speak to this item. - At the July CBLA Meeting Dr Lane
resented a report on products .and’ the question of quality assurance of

oming “plasma “to’ the BPL was: ‘raised. 7As part . of 6verall GMP this quality

%! sgrance isia statutorytrequ1rement>and would .be espec1ally relevant 1f FDA”

- the ‘raw materlal s supplled by dlfferent and Regionaliy managed Centres it
had;been agreed to invite the ' RTD Meeting to join in a Werking Party;
»DlViSlonal Chairmen supported this.” ‘Dr.Wagstaff was propcsed as representative
: -'He would be glad to accept -but would like to be replaced on
’another Commlttee.; He. suggested that Dr Marlene Fisher would be an appropriate
“_he knowledge ‘and: expertlse ‘to- chair’.the Bar. Code WOrklng Party.

% greed. There ‘would now be a‘néed for a Secretary It was felt
‘should be ‘on “the Committee but that the members should elect a

7 -Dr ‘Jean Harrlson is a member ‘and w1ll report back to th s meeting.

'ontreras raised.the role of.-the blood- group Reagent WOrklng Party., RTDs )
’ th;s should contlnue. M1n1mum requ1rements for routtne reagents should be

s "l;lsgno.ev}aénce'that q.m§
ny,of these'donors ha' undergone anwacciden -

A e e ey L

CBLA0002266_0005



e

A

Dr Roberts has received written instruction from the RHA to’ 1nst1tute charglng.
‘Some regions already collect a fee and discussion took™ place as to the ' :
"responsibility for identification of private patient category (Consultant) and .
_ how and on whom the charge should be levied. There are other.laboratory v
SR ? ‘services provided e. g. tissue typing whlch are extremely expen51ve 1n terms of %

levied by some laboratories. - - s

“In this instance RTDs were . referred to letter 84/7 and the standard;charge of
£6:per request.r . .

j”j.' The BPL has no immediate plans to 1ntroduce cross-charging.x Mr Wllllams was.'
\ invited to comment. He reported that’ the Prlce-Waterhouse:document ‘was a ;

: i) Bar Code Overstick Labels I

)

A_report was given of a: meetlng of BTS- répresentat*ves ‘and- Mr- O'Sulllvan from .

‘Travenol Laboratories. These labels. had ‘previously been. . provided free:but. the
"”*15 now 1n excess of £12 OOO and must be-borne bv RTCs. r‘aveno1 w1ll make;

National Co-ordinator. ?ach RTC w1ll be inv01ced separately and Dr Fisher will’
update the existing llst of labels as nationally requlred The proposal was .
“generally accepted Travenol w111 contlnue supply untll"April 198“'f‘"equ1redi

IPHLS valuatlon of anti HTLV III TestnKits
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DOCUMENT REMOVED TO FILE CONTAINING TECHNICAL
AND SCIENTIFIC DOCUMENTS SUBJECT TO RESTRICTIONS
ON INSPECTION AND COPYING SET OUT IN THE

ORDER OF MR JUSTICE OGNALL ON 8TH MAY 1990
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