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National Health Service. As a matter of law, “prescription- Mr. John patten: 1 understand  that the Medical
only” medicine must be supplied in accordance with the Working Group intends 10 submmit its advice on licensing
prescription of a doctor. A nurse may not, therefore, shortly.

dispense such drugs on her own initiative even under the

general supervision of a general medical practitionet. This AIDS
legislation has been enacted by Parliament as 2 protection
for the consumers of medicines and drugs. Mr. Nellist asked the Secretary of State for Social
gervices what facilities exist in Coventry, the west
Homeless Persons midlands and pationally for the screening of - acquired

immune deficiency syndrome; and what steps Her
Majesty’s Government have taken 0 increase the
availability of screening facilities.

Mr. Ashley asked the Secretary of Staté for Social
Services if he will estimate the number of unsettled
homeless people who are not registered with general
practitioners and the cities in which they are concentrated; Mr. Bendall asked the Secretary of State for Social
: what information he has of any difficulties they face in Services if he will now make t compulsory for blood
! getting health treatment and the nawre © these

: o . . donors 10 be tested for acquired immune deficiency
‘ difficulties; an if h; pas any pro'posals, mclu.dmg greater syndrome.
: use of nurse practitioners, to improve their access t0

National Health Service provision. Mr. Kenneth Clarke: Tests 0 detect the presence in

! Mr. Kenneth Clarke: Information about the numbers blood of antibodies 1 the HTLY LI viru® have been
: of unsettled homeless people who are not registered with developed both here and abroad. Al present they ar®
{lable. available only for research purposes. We hope that tests
' ‘ The Government sponsored report wgingle 2nd will be released for general use later this year- We shall
( Homeles " (HMSO 1981) provi des an indication of the thqroughly evaluate. the tests on offer to see Wh‘lCh is most
- pature Of problems encountered bY homeless people in suu:.at_)le ‘for use in the National Health Service. In
i gaining access 0 primary health care. 1 anpounced in June anticipation of these .developmer_ns we have advised
] 1984 that the Government Were allocating 2 further £2 regional health authoxtm,cs to set aside funds in 1985-8§ 10
‘\‘ million over the next wo years 10 help primary health care enable blood Fra'nsfusw_n centres to test all blood donations
o e inner cities, £1°2 million 'n 1984 and £0-9 million as soon as this is possiPe
this year- This is part of the £9 million announced in 198

following the publication of the Acheson report to improve ' Unemployment Benefit
inner cities health services. . .
As 1 explained in MY other reply to the right hon. Mr. Wigley asked the Secretary of State for Social

Member today, nurse practitioner is 1ot recognised as Services, pursuant 0 the reply of 1 Febraary, Official
definition of 2 professional group in the National Health ~ Kepor t, column 387, concermng the number of seasonal
Service. The care of such patients is for general medical workers disallowed unemployment benefit between 1978

practitioners as part of their services to the wider public. and 1983, if he will pow provide an analysis of (a) the total
disallowances and (b) the seasonal workers disallowances-

Drug Dependence broken down by standard regions-
Mrs. Renée Short asked the Secretary of State for Mr. Whitney: The jnformation requested is given in

Social Services when he expects 10 receive advice fromthe  the table. The regions are administrative regions ©f
medical working group on drug dependence on the Department of Employment, who operate the unemploy-
extension of licensing restrictions 10 all opioids. - ment bepefit system as agents for this Department.

e

—
Disallowances 1978 1979 1981 1982 1983
— o — —
Great Britain
Total 902,100 930,300 1,241,700 1,156,000 1,174,300 1,180,300
Seasonal workers 2,700 2,900 3,400 3,300 4,000 5,100
South East
Total : 217,600 222,700 289,000 291,000 305,000 303,000
Seasonal workers 200 300 400 300 400 500
East Anglia
Total 31,200 34,300 30,800 23,000 22,700 33,100
Seasonal workers 300 300 300 300 300 400
South West
Total 64,700 68,900 103,100 89,300 91,900 89,000
Seasonal workers 600 700 1,000 800 1,100 1,300
West Midlands
Total 84,800 90,200 142,300 145,600 125,500 108,400
Seasonal workers V — — — 100 100 100

East Midlands
Total e6a00 &7 900 108,900 102,000 94,100 87,600
Seasonal workers 200 300 300 300 300 50
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