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AIDS transmission via blood/blood products

To reduce the risk of transmission via blood or blood products we are taking

four complementary steps:

1. Firstly, we have rounted a camnaian to dissuade people in
AIDS high risk groups “rom donating blood. In Britain hoth
blood and plasma doncrs are unpaid and entirely voluntary.
‘ 7his has considerahlv halnad our carpaign of dissuasion.
— 2.  Secondlv, we shall shortlv introcduce & scresning test for all

«

blood donations, once w2 have cvaluated the Averican, Rritish

and Buropean test kits available, A test will be introduced within
the next few months to screen all blood given by blood cdonors

for antibodies to the virus. Tk erpect that the numher of blood
donors found to have antibodies is likely to be small, Arrance-
ments will also be mede for Seruellv Transmitted Diseases clinics
to provide an AIDS test for people who fear they may have been

erposed to the disease,

3. Thirdlv, we are pressinc ahead with heat treatment of blood
products to inactivate AIDS virus, where this is technically
. possible. All of our home produced Factor VIII is now heat

treated,

4, rFourthlv, Britain is comitted to achieving self-sufficiency in
blood products in line with a VForld Health Organisation
recormendation; we are already self-sufficient in blood. In
1982 we cormissioned the building of a national Blood Products
Laboratory, and the project is cn target for completion carly

oved
ﬁ”‘tqflLAQ_ﬁ -~ next year. This is a rglor cepital investrent of£25m {51 m dollars].
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---------------------- 1 greatly helped in their endeavours by their recent visit to the
GRO-C : AIDS conference in Atlanta. Continuing international co-operation

is regarded as hichly desirable.

DHSC0002337_049_0001



