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We are writing on behalf of the All Party Disablement Group to express our
deepest concern over reports that people with haemophilia who were infected with
HIV by contaminated blood transfusions now face being denied a treatment that

could prolong their lives. j

A Department of Health document insists that specific funds earmarked for AIDS
patients should not be used to meet the necessary extra costs for people with
haemophilia who have HIV. The Terrence Higgins Trust, which campaigns for
people with HIV and AIDS is supporting The Haemophilia Society in calling for the
ring-fenced AIDS budget to be used to provide high purity Factor VIII products for
people with haemophilia who have HIV.

Factor VIII is essential to replace the clotting agent absent from the blood of
haemophiliacs but the purified product also slows the deterioration of the Immune

System in people with HIV.
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Dr Tony Aronstram, Director of a regional haemophilia centre, has reported that
he had to switch 20 haemophilia patients with HIV to the cheaper Factor VHI in )
order to provide seriously ill people with the purified version. )

The nationwide figure of patients needing purified Factor VIII is only around 1,000.
We in the All Party Disablement Group believe strongly that the Government
should withdraw the recent Department of Health document and allow the use of
ring fenced AIDS budgets to treat haemophiliacs with HIV. :
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