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Witness Name: GRO-B
Statement No.: WITN2215001
Exhibits: N/A

Dated: 26" February 2019

INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY

FIRST WRITTEN STATEMENT OF GRO-B

1 mowda this statement in reaponse toa requ%t under Rule 9 of the Enqmry :
Rul% 260& dated 5th Nowamb&r 2(}‘&8 o

;g GRO-B | will say as follows: -

‘Section 1. !ﬁimddatia&

1. My name 18 GRO-B | : My date of birth is GRO-B
1963. | am married to my husband GRO-B ‘We have eight
__.c_:.b_!!@f@a_.?*hﬁ%g are GRO-B

| GRO-B iand C I 'had to give Up work because of my il heaith. Prior
o to gwmg up werk 1 mrkad w;m chlidmn w;th spemal naeds in a m;
pnmary schaci ‘ o G :

S infmm! Bimd mquiry E g &
F mtbank ste m ?m 2-6 83! isbury Square, Lonﬁon &C‘AY EA&
= mmmt@ nfwt&dbloodinquiry org uk - ‘
F reephma 0&081 691 3?7'
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Section 2. How Infected

2. i beheve I was infected with ams—D vaacmatmns | received thesa after

.....................................

1988. | was treated by a £}r GRO-B for all threé of these
pregnancies. The only reason that those three required the anti-D
vaccination was because their blood was O positive and mine is O

negative. | was not aware that the anti-D product was a blood pmdubt

3. | received the anti-D vaccination on GRO-B 1986 after the birih

afi_ GRO-B ! | also recewed an arm»D vaccination on; GRO-B 11987

after GRO-B :and on GRO-B. 1988 after the birth of my sonGRO-B! |

am aware that the notezs are on ly still available for Ggo' and the notes

prior to thls have been destroyed.

4, | found out about having hepatitis C on 11th Aﬁguat 2014. | received a
letter from the Reyak Victoria Hospital in Belfast. | had recently been
diagnosed with rheumatoid arthritis and in order to get the biological
treatment théﬁ they were going to give me, this required a blood test.
The blood test was in March of 2014. | was not notified about having
hepatitis until the August of 2014. | feel that that was six months where
my infection was overlooked. ‘ k

5. It was in tha letter that | recewad on 11th August 2014 that saxd that I
- had shown up as pasmve fr:;r havmg hepatstns C. This ietter said that |
woutd be put on the waat ing list in order to ﬁnd out any more about my

: i‘cond:tson 1 ended up going prwately toa zwer con:-:uftant ! was treated; : :
: six months after my prwate medtcal appmntmem ‘

e This‘ Jetter did not give any ;nfmmaﬁmbm ﬁépaaﬁs C nor did it give

any mt:ilcatmn of what the timescale was for me s&emg scmeona at ihe B
ﬂHS They cmly sazd that there wau!d be a wazt o :
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7. When | went to my private medical appointment, | was told more. They
said that my genotype was five and that they had never freated this in
Ireland before. They said they did not know how to treat this. They said
that only 0.1% of people have this type of hepatitis C. They said that
they would have to give me what they referred to the old 48 week
treatment of interferon and ribavirin. ‘ ‘

8. The letter | re;;éive‘d :was‘; completely éut of the blue and offered no
explanation. The information given was entirely inadequate.

9. | contacted my GP after | réc‘eived this letter and he referred me to a Dr
Cash in the Royal Victoria Hospital in Beh‘ast It was chly when | was
pnvatety treated that ! got more information abaut hepatitis C. They said
that my children were at risk and that they all had to be tested, as well
as my husband. All of these came back as nega‘i /e. ‘

Section 3. Other Infections

10.  lwas infected only with hepatitis C genotype 5.

Section 4. Consent

1. reca!! that they teok my b!ood durmg my pregnanmes and they never
detected anythmg as far as | was told. My son,GRO-B had taukaemsa

b and we were até checked for our bone marrow.. | asked at the Raya!:‘ o
~ Victoria Hosp:tai in Belfast and they said that they woud not have N
checke:d far hepatms c when dmng this. ‘ :

| _Sactibnﬁ,ilmgact L

‘ 12. Prmr tr.:z my d:agnasss l drd nottee cwer th@ yeam that | had ﬂuhkéf S
‘ sympmms !h;ad;no_eaetgy apd | had no up;a‘nd go'. l;suffer‘ed from S
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fatigue and | could sit at a table and fall asleep. | suffered from brain
fog and would sometimes get mixed up in conversation. Sometimes
when | was driving, | had to think of being on the right road. | started
noticing these maybe five or six years ago.

13. I do find that | have been more prone to colds and flu and there were
tzmes where | womd be in my bed for days | believe that | may have
developed rheumatoid arthn’us thmugh one c}f these viruses that | had
when | was having more colds than flus. | do believe | was probably
more tired than | should have been at the agé | was, t‘put dowh my
tiredness to the stress of having a terminally ill child. | have had a lack
of appetite over the last 10 or 12 years and have been underweight at
times. There are nights when | would go to bed and be lying down and
| would have to get up and vomit. This has been angoihg for years. |
-also feel the cold more and my heating has to be on all the time.

14. | was diagnosed as having rheumatoid arthritis in October of 200&‘ | did
have aches and pains pnar to my diagnosis but they got so bad that |
‘had to gn and get it maked at.

15. - !n‘terms of any other medical problems | have had as a result of my
infection, | would say that | have had issues where | héd been an‘aem‘ic
for a numbér of years. | had to go to City Hcspitai fbr ‘iron infusions.
They kept giving me that. My liver was also checked and has been up

: . ona number of occasions. This was checked prior to my hepatat&s C

- diagnosis. This was w;thm the last 10 years. My liver count was up

: . every ménth and Iwentto my GP. | am not sure of what the !eve s were.
‘ ‘l have net daagnosed with clrrhosss & =

16. jThe tmatment I maewed fot hepatms C; was mterfemn and nbawrm -

~ This was 3u¢cessfui z‘eean that week one z-’started on 24&1 June 2015
= ﬁTh:s was a 48 week Qaurae ! wou d have mterferon m;actfons once per
o : ‘week and nbavarm pms every day “f“he first treatment was at hospitap
: kand then tha resi were at hame Bet:ause my b!czoct was sa !c;w 1 dtd

g

s:mm& ‘W,‘,.j e
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have to go to hospital every week in order to have my injections though.
This was to the Royal Victoria Hospital in Belfast.

17. One of the early barriers | faced to treatment was that | was on a waiting
list to be seen by the NHS at the start when | got that letter. The only
indication of time it gave was that | would be seen in the near future.

18. | was hopeful one stage for what they refer to as the new 8-week
‘ treatment but they said they had never treated anyone with genotype
five with that treatment. They neVer said what this treatment was called,

they just said it was a new 8 to 12 week treatment.

19. In terms of my symptoms following that first dose treatment, | noticed
that the next day after the injecﬁoh I could not walk. My iegs went from
under me. They had informed me that my muscles might be affected.
At one stage, | was havmg heart palpitations ancs had to get put ona
monitor.

20. My flulike symptoms got worse while | was on treatment and | felt that
| was in bed for six months, other than when | was in hospital. |
I struggled a lot mentally d‘uring this time when | was on treatmant |
remember about 22 weeks into treatment | said that | could not go on
but | did continue on in the end. | believe | have suffered from
‘dep‘resszan and | have gone to a low point before, but | did rioinéed

~ medication. | ‘ : 5

21. I have not noticed any difference in treatment when | am in hospitals. |
~ never told anyone bgyéndmyﬁfarﬁiiyf I‘cicc: believe they see ‘a\ ;st‘ick‘ér‘cn k
 my form bu‘t‘atl‘ medical staff hés}é been fine. | felt that a lot of them did
. ‘nct reahse about my candxttan until | to Id them when they were treatmg ‘
= me. l told them when they were nut weanng g oves 1 do not beheve my

L condmen has had any tmpact on dental treatment

Basoes .

L*’M? i
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22. In terms of my family life, | would say that is has been a terrible worry
when the likes of the children had to be tested. The wait to find out was
an absolute nightmare. If they had had it, it would have been worse
than having it myself. | felt | did not have the same energy as other
people. | kept pushing myself and wearing myself down. | was not
invo lved in aﬂ:er school activities other than picki ng my children up. |
may have been had | had more energy.

23. My social life was non-existent as far as going out. | just did not go out
at all. | did not have the energy. | often had to cancel plans, like going
to a wedding, last-minute and things like that. It was hard to know what
to say, especially when | was not diagnosed yet. | feel that my social
life has been improving in the last Six months and it has been a big
change. When | found out, | did not want anyone to know.

24. The stigma of havmg hepatitis C has had a big impact on me. The first
initial impact was my fear of my chi Idren being dlagnased with havmg
it as well. When | found out about my hepatitis C, they were a reaciy in
pmfessmnal jobs or at university. | was not even aware of hepatitis C
prior to my dtagnosns When you get the anti-D m;ecncn you are not
made aware of what it actually is. No one ever said it was a blood
pfaduat They just said that you had to get it. No one ever said at any
point there was any risk when havmg the anti-D vaccination. l just
thaught it was a manufactured medtcatmn s

25 When I rst Wént io the Rayaf Victoria Hospital in Beh‘asi they said that
| there was a strong possxbsisty that | had HIV. | was tested for that asn
~well and it came back negative. That was the bxggeﬁt ssheck af ait I :
‘thought my f!fe was never going to be the same agam It waa a masswe 5
i rehef to know that I did nmt have Hlv 'rm dactors were S0 casuai about N

it as well and the’y had no bedside manner tfeit that they did not realise
% the ;mpact of what they were talkmg about lthmk it was just anofher
: bmuci test to them : ‘
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26. I believe my daughterego is education was possibly affected by my

treatment and condition. | remember that she had her A-levels during

my treatment. It think there was a big stress with everything going on
at home. She was so worried about me. | was so unwell at the time, |
did not realise. It was probably diffe;;ent for those who were at
University; they had already done their exams. |

27. | stopped work in 2008. | had to stop because of rheumatoid arthritis.
The board said that | was dismissed on health grounds. My role was as
a special needs assistant. | had done this job for four years beforehand.
| definitely would have continued in my job had | been more. physicaﬂy
able. | really needed the social aspect my job as well.

28.  |received DLAfor 10 years but they assessed me for the PIP payments
and stopped my mobility benefit. In terms of benefits, my doctor did say
to goon DLA,, they came out to assess me. They said | didn't fit the
cntena They said | was not unwell enough for mobil tty and that was
the end of things.

29. It has been a big impact financially not WQ?K?&Q.‘ The impact has been

financial and social in terms of work. When | worked | had money for
myself. ‘ ‘
30. ! do have life ‘insurance but | have not notified them‘c:r r\ny home

‘ msurance about my condition. | remember Dr Cash saymg about travet
‘ ~tnsurance tha% | d:d not have to declare my condition. when I was
E teared | do have to reveal that | have arthntcs ‘though. | have not -
\travenad smc& 1 was dnagnased There has been no dweet tmpact on
‘ my mortgage : ‘

31 “My husband is selfwampfayed and l feel that thcs haﬁ be&n a masswe;‘ :
‘ ]: stram mn him. He wou!d need ttme aff to take me to hospstat bec:ause RS

‘dtd not dnve and he had fo run the house and mok aﬁer the chz dren as :
‘ “well as me. Et waa a ma;ar fmanmal burden at that stage l had mps to

7

s e iR N
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the hospital every week. My hu&b&nd‘a job is making kitchens. He had
to turn down work at times while | was ill.

Section 6. Treatment/Care/Support

32. At no stage Was any counselling or support offered. | think that it would
have been helpful. | remember a hursa spoke about it at one point and
| was checking stuff for myself on gaogk-z Nothing was offered, it was
very much madequate

Section 7. Financial Assistance

33. Dr C‘ash said that it was his duty as a doctor to give me the form for the‘
;Sklpton fund. | was tumad down on twa occasions and they saxd that

anti-D was aonsldereﬁ to be safe. They turned me down completely. | ‘
~ have received nathmg from the Northern Irish gmernment This has
been totally inadequate. It cost us every day to go to Belfast and |

_ believe thattsome days that would have been £50 at least. | also had
to pay for privateireatment and those were £180 each. | be!?eve | Went
for two private treatments. . | |

Section 8; Other Issues

34.  Interms csf the Penrose Enqu:ry, 8 did read about it. }t $eemed that they
wauici ncst admat the mtstakez on the part af the Nauonal Hea!th Serv:ce

35,0 d;d cons;der lmkmg mto mgaimn but when | went ta a suircetors;f
~ in Be!fast they saad :t be tao expenswe for me to pursue th;s

: 36;;‘ ~I wcutd hke my statement to t;e anonymous aa E have chtldten m pub
: hea th ;abs and | do nat want :t to aﬁact them 2y -
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Statement of Truth

| believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed GRO-B

Dated 3@!3\&@‘@ .
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