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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & SOUIa) SECURITY
Alexander Ploming House, Blephant & Castle, London 81 88y

PO{GY4

The Rt Bon Tony Bsnn MP

1 y%%
EXlt&Lﬁ

% B Buoklaey about

This countey has been self-sufficient i‘ﬁ »r:mh Exx oed oy a :

in 1% ﬁ the Sovermment decidasd thet we & seif-gufficlency in blood

i ﬁuat« aleo, and cowmissioned the ra-d xa£1wg of the Blood PFroducts Labovanory
{BPLY at Blstree. In opder o gel i:“mls new Factory operating as soon as possible,

we have adortsd a fast-track Seslon and boild method of prodscst manasgement which
is the filrst of itz typg In the WHS. Joostyustion iz on scheduls for coupletion

By

by itz original target date of January 1584, There hag besn no Jdelay lon the
prodect theough any reduction in financing. The nevw faotory will have the
eds of Ungland end Wales.

manuiactoring capasity to provide the blood product n

Self-gufficiency éoa” depend on Baglonal Hesplth Runho

%

;::m{:mr:@mmt ﬁ the gubsbantial apount of additional p
National B

1 Blood Trsnsfusion Ssyvicos donors. EBegions ha
o wnsure they meet the plasma prooursment targsts the
1981, Digcussicng ave continuing with the few Regions

wal buwan takan.

S

We are acutely aware of the anwiety Misy Buckley’s relative ahﬁ all hasmophiliszos
sust gulfsr and I recently mebt representatives 0f the Haewpop ia Bocigty wo
saplain B then the stsps the Government was deal wzﬁ*h thiis problam.

I hope Mlgs Buckley will be rsassured by the = ciiveed .

g

e desor

. ‘ THE LORD GLEMARTHUR

WITNO771050_0005



DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & SOCIAL SECURITY
Alexander Flaming House, Fleptunt & Castle, London 581 68Y
Telephons 01-407 §522
From the Joine Parllomentary Under Secretary of State

POLE)4100/80

The Rt Bon Tony Benn MP

g”u. L, ¢

Am
Thank you for forwarding the tetter of 22 November from Miss G B Buckley about
Britain's drive towsrds sslf-sufficlency in blood products.

This country bas been solf-sufficient in whole blood for a number of yaarg nov.

Tn 1982, the Government decided that we should achisve self-gufficiency in blood
products also, and commissioned the ye-building of the slood Products Laboratory
{897) at Blstree., In order to gt this pew factoxy sperating a8 sOON 38 possible,
we have adoptesd a fast-track design and build method of project managsment which
is the first of its type in the HNAS. ronstruction is on svhedule for sonpletion
by ibs original target dnte of January 1986, There has been no delay in the
proiect theough any redootion in financing., The new factoxy will have the
marufantoring capacity te provide the blood product needs of England and Wales.

Solf-sufficiency does depend on Regional Health Authority giving priority to the
procurement of the substantial amount of additional plasma that BRL will need from
Matiomal Blood Transfusion Bervice donors. megions have bheen reminded of the need
o ensure they meet the plasma procurement targets the Department get for tham in
1981, Discussions are continuing with the few Regions where suth action has not
wab besn taken.

We are acutely awarse of the anxiety Wizs Buckley's relative and all haemophiliacs
must suffer and I recently wet representatives of the Ragmophilia Soclety to
sxplaln to them the steps the Covernment was taking to deal with this problem.

1 hope Miss Buckley will be reassured by the actions T have described.

M
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Can you help with the enclosed ?

Unless your reply contains confidential information 1
wiuld be grateful if you could send it divect Lo my
g&rreapaﬁd@nt with 8 copy to be senl Lo me for my files,
together with the material 1 have sent 1o you.

any confidential letter should st

¥ £i1l come to me S0 thal
1 can send an appropriate CR3LONS ‘

i
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