
-J 

Mrs H Shirley-Quirk From® Ronald Powell SOLB3 
PS/SoS 
Room 407 Date: 23 October 1990 
RH 

copies: Mrs Y Baxter 
PS to PS(H) 

Mr Heppell PG 
Mr Thompson SOL 
Mr Dobson EHF1 
Mr Canavan EHF1A 
Dr Rejman MEDISDS 

2. Care needs to be taken over public statements because Ministers 
need to avoids-

b stating facts which though believed to be accurate at the 
time, we may later find to be inaccurate; and 

C. prejudicing our standing with the Judge. 

3. Counsel's advice in general terms is that it is open to Ministers 
to state in public what the Government's case is but that they should 
not go into the facts any further. 
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12. What I have said above of course applies only to statements which 
are about the legal issues involved in the Court proceedings. The 
moral obligations are outside the Court proceedings completely and it 

seems to me that a. discussion of these could not amount to a contempt

Qf Court or inlan other war prejudice our position. 
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