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and i1 H i b.low) I not 

ic going to talk to CO c gectingthat I put a cubaieeion for 
esters to Kia (CMO) by the end of weck He Ic also go ing to Est to 

CO and also that the aceting Ic postponed until this cubaiccion bac been 
c tide d. 
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RESTRICT 

SCREDG OF BLOOD DONATIONS FOR 

Background 

1. AIDS can be transmitted by the nee of infected blood or blood products, 

nisters have therefore agreed 'that blood donations should be routinely 

screened for the presence of antibodiee to the AIDS virus. RBAs have been 

aeked to met aside funds in 1985/6 to finance the introduction of screening 

by the Blood Transfusion Service ( . 

Implementation of a acreening policy requires: 

a, selection of aultabia test; 

b. parallel provision of testing facilitica oneida the S; 

C. provision of facilities to out confirmatory tests; 

d. provision of advice to donors found to be positive. 

Selection of a Test 

4. The option, axe whether to: 

1. select an available test on current knowledge ee soon ae 

poaaible; 

2 select after evaluation of tests by the Pablic Health Laboratory 

Service; or 

elect after both evaluation and PS field trials. 

am
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Moptix test with high 1 vet of false ngatives (ie one which fails 

i c ssio o p ticn 

7s The merits of each option and the ti oca1e for their ipieentation 

are follows: 
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iii ct after FALS eval do a;d Field Tri e ire FrS -Thie 

ma y take 5 on the to implement. Thine ie the rec tided o tior . 

It will enable the level of al ee positives to be eaenred, It 

will &loo allow operational convenience to be seeeed. It might 

leave us without a screening test for up to 2 furthermonths 

It in hoped to bring forward the field trials and t ue reduce the 

period needed for inpiceentation. diagran of the selection 

process in at annex 1,) 

Supply  onstraints 

• 

Several tests are on offer. However, it is not yet known whether aanufecturers 

could all supply the large rnnabera needed by the BPS, We aey need to use 

more than one supplier. There in aBritish contender, Thin in 
bed 

produced 

by ells be (in collaboration with . ), It looks extremely proaeing. 

However there is a question nark over the speed at which this will be available 

on a. large scale, We shod not delay i .ple entation of screening until 

this can be supplied. 

Decisions on Consequential Matters 

9, A number of other decisions are required as a consequence of introducing 

screening ecreening of BPS donations. They are based on the key aernrsption that donors 

whose tes positive will be inforaed, Adoption of other approach would 

be dogged by eany ethical, legal and public health problems Info ation 

would be suppressed which could put health workers at unnecessary risk, 

These donors could also, unintentionally, spread the disease, Such a policy 

t, however, have to be adopted in the short tee if the other facilities 

discussed below are, for any reason, not ready when screening is i plemented; 

eg if option 1. were adopted, 

C24[imatomj ets 
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Back up to Screen 
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Spry o#` bested St at (see also Annex i) 

15, In euxiary the following strategy is, geeted, 

1, The test (or tests) should be selected after evaluation by 

the and field trials in the fS, hie would acen implementation 

of screening in October or November. 

2 valuation end field trials should continue 

to be conducted an new tests which emerge, 

3, Confiratoy teeting facilitiee hould be provided by the 

4 Alternative testing arengeeente should be orgenieed, 

eepcxate submission on this is planned The PHLSBshould be 

asked to establish laboratoiy facilities. 

5, The organleation of facilities for advicing positive donors 

(and others) should be the subject of a ae arate eubiaion, 

Advice o ht 

16, Are Ministers content: 

1, with the strata outlined above? 

t steps are taken to secure the neeeeaary increaseof 

V42,000 in PTLS f ding in 1985/6... 
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