b Coflon _
WEPATITIO B VAOOIEB

1. Thavk you for yuaw winats of Mme Oth ond the FO(R) Zollew ineluding ¥E(E)'s
wenelion to the sebudssion - I huve nob yet sacelved wy copy of Me Tenndng'e
C mlemste. : \

2. & o8 that ‘he luet otep would be fue Dupply Divieion to cossmmionts te

13D that Minlaters wold not wish the wuuedne to be o2 sale In this ematuy, I
gather that Doovetory of Stete’s speting with M Uoown of W50 huos bosa sungolled o
wn voosalon will 2eed o be mewlasdtured, ¥ me wivating Bupply Bivielss separetely

3« On othow actlon «Bidh falls %o ue. 1 thisk ve should o nolhing Gntil we gob

feedbash from Depply Dlelelen ca whelbsr HED ave fo nadet in thie cpmiey o ues.
If ot va needl only soperd (hat ond YMlsleters® declelons to JOVI woad the Advissey

Oxoup on Hepstitie, I Qwey deslds to rasket then we will zeod %o deall & Hoelth

Totlee sl oleaw this with Bloleters, vhich sets cul the posltlen snd dlscovvages

m&m vacaine, It wonld nsud to go to FP0's vl e ze will s heelth
sulboritlon, . - - :

fotpaggoptnd:

WISS W B STARD
£HD Poss B1201A
B Jume 1982 o AN Bwbe oo o

0,8, De Biballas
, Bp Shesfune
By Bove

e Fanssesm

WITNO771073_0001



Mr Nodder

HEPATITIS 3 VACCINE

“hank you for gending me = copy of your minuts 27 May 1982
to Dr Harris, ‘

2. I would like to sunport Uhe
in his repl y Lo oyou om 4 June 19
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PO(MIN-H)2813/131

Miss Stuart ] v cets Dr Sibellas
Vir Rose _
Dr Steadman

R G
HEPATITIS B VACCINE

You will have had a copy of Mr Venning's minute of 7 June to me indicabing
that MS(H) guggests we decline the offer from MSD and do what can be done
to discourage the use of. hepatitis B vaccine in this country. I am sending
.a copy of Mr Venning's minute to Mr Rose.

How do you guggest that we proceed with thig? I imagine that the question
of communicating with MSD is for Supply Division but we will presumably
need atusone stage to report to the JCVI and the Advisory Group on Hepatitis
and we will also need to consider in what way wve transmit the message that
the use of the vaccine ig not being encouraged. Perhaps we could discuss.

GRO-C

8 June 1982 . ! T GREFER
| €716 | GRO-C
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p
Mr B W TM PIRYP

HEPATITIS B VACCINE

Please mee Mp Verning's minute of June 7th and fe
"¢ exchange of minutes between Dr Geffen ang Ion
this folder (PoR 2813/131),

Could we leave it o you to convey Minister's wisheg
about 'no gale! ip this country to MSD - in the
friendliest way! MSD have hag only an interig reply
to Mr Angelts letter of April 21st so far, I will
of course be happy to help with the 'reasong for
decigiont part of the draft reply if you wish,

GRO-C

MISS M B STUART
CED Room B12014

................ "
i

Ext.\GRO-C

'8 June 1982

C.¢. Mr Rose
' Dr Geffen
Dy Steadman
Mr Jones
Mrs Pipth - for information
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CODE 18-78
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Dr Geffen
HEPATITIS B VACCINE.

MS(H) has considered your submission of 26 May and
has commented: ) ’

"The whole thing strikes me as far too expensive.
I am impressed by a cost of £3.3 million in

the first year only to cover a limited number

of high priority cases. FEven then we will not
prevent the majority of hepatitis B cases
apparently. £3 million to prevent each death

is given as the cost of full use of the vaccine.
No PESC or other financial provision appears

to have been made for the use of the vaccine.

I would like to say '"no sale™ in the friendliest
possible way to the Company marketing the product.
We should do everything possible to discourage

its use in this country. The positive policy
must be to press on to produce a British product
at a more realistic price."

GRO-C

R W D vinnific \

7 June. 1882 - o Ext EGRO-CE

ce
Dr Harris
Miss Stuart
Dr Sibellas
Dr Steadman
Mr Clark
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