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Sue {,. artwri ht PS/PS(.1..) 

Robert Allan .l~b-.iCU 

INVITATION 1362 - .ED.DIE O'HARA MP 
HAEMOPF:IILIA. .S WITH HEPA ] °I ] S C 

From.: trill Taylor 
U.SD2 

D,m 3 January 2ttu  I 

Cc Mr '.Be€ Ins=ad NSD 
Dr McGovern1151)2. 
eta Lister }I:S.D2 

1. Charles Lister spoke to you today about  this in, station to the. Prince Minister from 
Eddie O'Hara MP. MrO'Hara and Lord Morris who is President ofIthe Hac-rttophiliaa. 
Society have asked for a meeting with the .1PM. to iwuss the compensation issue .tbr 
larieraadal:,;a.il=aac.y ait:l:a hepatitis C. .It should be noted that No 1t) sent this to DU for  a 
response on 7 1.)eeem:ber and this has only arrived in 1:151)2 today 

2. ..}P (L.) is l n-.t.iliar with this particular issue end has recently :met. with t:1td°' 'fir}<anor 
House Group and is du fic to meet the. Haernoph lief Society on 24 January to discuss 
treatment t issues. We ravel that it: would he more as is .>1: j to to him to meet with Mr 
O'11ana and lord Moms if they are in agreement i€ads It Lord Flat is happy to do so. 
A reply has been dated with this in mind. i I PSi L l is not prepared to meet with ."sir 
O'Hara picase let i .c know as I will then need to redraft the letter. 

3. .._' short background note on compensation fb:r lhaacrmphi€sacs with hepatitis C is 
attached.. 
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t ack rc,u ict Ha rtt,. p dirt lacy tit s C". i,atl compensation 

I. it remains `,h t. o c`r'€n ent' policy, that compensation or other IIna cr'=.l I'€eip to 

patients is only given when the Ni lS has 1.; ecn at fault. "lire %"sc,vernr,re€;t doe; ma 
believe that an cr..ceptiou ,Iz u} l 1 e €ra&ie in that general =:tal n° in the ca, c o, peal lk. 
inrl~.~ c~c s itl, =r r aiiophth a r:r ect ;d itl, hLl ttti: C'. l teal treatments to r rno\ 
\'tr4o c'S in blood aax.kduetz wcrc de`, eloped in the l 984 s, and the heat-treated pr's .]LICts 
\= rC tuade a, ai able as soon as they could be. 

2. Minist have given  asgreat deal of car f'trl thought. to X11 the circumstances, 
wcluding the fact that there. is a special payment scheme Forpeople with r 1 • a ;aca lr lia 
infected with 111 1 to the f 98Os. 11ie conclusion a •as that the introduction of the lily 
scheme was orii tue. '(hose who had the virus faced the prospect a.! do eloping AIDS 
aria a. cons_quent short the expectancy at that time. This is not the case with hepatitis 

3. The 1.tter from :Eddie O'l tara refers to Alan Milburn (also John Den:hw-n) who 
signed an 1:DM in Opposition calling on the Government to consider giving financial 
assistance to l<aaerrtoplillracs infected with hepatitis (", However, when this 
Government Came into office, the decision taken bs the previous Government not to 
offer financial assistance to haemophiliacs infected with hepatitis C through blond 
products was reviewed. Ministers met the Haemophilia Society and spent some titile 
carefully considering the evidence they prese€rte, I he dos errmen.t's decision was 
that they could not make an exception in this case to the general rule that 
compensation or financial help is only given when. the NHS, or individuals working in 
it, have been at fault. 

4. A small number of other countries have special payment schemes or have held 
public enquiries. This, though is a matter for them individually according to their 
particular circumstances. 
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