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REGIONAL TRANSFUSION DIRECTORS MEETING 

Minutes of 172nd meeting held on Wednesday 5 July '1978.in Room D101, Department 
of. Health and Social Security, Alexander Fleming House, Elephant and Castle, 
London SE1. 

-PRESENT: Sir William Maycock - Chairman' 

.. Dr S Murray ) :": 
• Dr L A D Tovey ) . 

• Dr W Wagstaff ) 
:. .. . ' Dr J Darnborough ) 

Dr T E Cleghorn ) 
Dr J Blagdon (Deputy). ) . 
Dr K L1 Rogers ) Regional Transfusion Directors 
Dr H H Gunson ) 
Dr G H Tovey ) 

• Dr G W G. Bird ) 
Dr D Lehane ) 
Professor F Stratton ) • -
Dr'A J Napier ) 

D A  Holburn Blood Group: Reference Laboratory. : 
I)r R S Lane. . Blood Products Laboratory 

•Dr.A.E Bell • Scottish Home'•and Health Department 
Dr C Cameron. Scottish National 'Blood Transfusion Service 

L: _ Col T.E Field . Northern .Ireland Blood Transfusion Service 

Mr-'.A L Parrott (part) ) 
Mr T E Dutton ) • 
Dr A -P Fletcher (part) ) • °
Dr-:•: 'Sheila . L .Waiter ) Department '.oP Health• aye:; ̀ •;,oc=zl Soeu!'itj 
•Dr.Alison Smithies (part) ) 
Mrs R A Tunnard ) s 
Mrs S C Yuille ) 
Mr A T Cumming (part) ) 
Mr M F Brennan ). 

Sir Henry.Yellowlees, Chief- Medical Officer,. attended at .the beginning of the  
...,~. .meet.ing. It was the .last -occasion when Sir William Mayc.ock ,would be taking the

chair before his retirement in the Autumn. 

Sir. Henry, described Sir .. William as one of the pioneersf °of~ the': National Blood ' • 
Transfusion Service and acknowledged the very great debt of gratitude which the 
D.epartment.owed him. He. referred.. to the invaluable contribution made by
Sir William in guiding-the NBTS from its tentative origins to its'-present development 
which had earned the admiration of countries throughout the world. Sir. Henry ' 
extended his personal congratulations to Sir -William on being honoured with a knight-
hood by the Queen in; Her • Birthday Honours. The Di.rectors•-joined Sir Henry in wishing 
Sir William and Lady Maycock a very happy retirement.. Sir Henry also informed " 
members that Dr G H Tovey had been appointed to succeed Sir William as Consultant 
Adviser on Blood Transfusion matters. i y. 
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Sir William thanked Sir Henry for his good wishes and said. that he was.. pleased. that. 

0  Tovey had been appointed to succeed him and wished him every success. 

The Chairman- welcomed Dr A P Fletcher who had succeeded Dr J C.A Raison as-Chief. 
.Scientific Officer; also. Dr J Blagdon who was attending in place -of.Dr Jenkins,. 
Dr R S Lane and Mr A T Cu ing, :DHSS.Finance Branch. . 

1. ' APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

. Apologies- were received from. Dr Jenkins, Dr Smith7,4and Miss Rosbotham. 

2. MINUTES OF THE.. 171ST MEETING. 

The minutes of the meeting held .on 3 May' 1978 Wee' agreed subject to the following • 
amendments:- . << 

i page. 5, first paragraph:--Dr Cleghorn wished to make. it clear- that he -
was concerned, thatthe NETS could. lose... the goodwill of both industry 
and commerce in the- event, of:chargee.being imposed on the private' sector.- 

ii Dr G H Tovey's.name to be-included in4the list,':of: those.. having- attended 
the previous. meeting. 

:,:.:' t'3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES. OF THE 171ST. MEETING:': 

a. 'OFFICIAL :PAID' STATIONERY - (ITEM 3a) » . 

Mr. Dutton reported that the Department had w-ittef to the Post Office concerning h.. •"• 
. the withdrawal of..'Official:;Paid! atationer ,:and had': outlined the NETS require- ?:~•: 
meats and proposals, for. the-f-tUre. When the: Post Office had considered these tre± 
a' meeting would be arranged tai idiscuaa. autstand' problems. g• sng ange . any. 

b. SELF. ADHESIVE LABELS. - (ITEM 3b) 'b.: 

;.: ..; :4, Hr Dutton thanked; those Directors :who- had ;p ovided ;:detaiis:'of. local suppliers 
~' ~: r;• rspf::self adhesive -labels foribldod packs. :HMSO .;had' nnwnbeen'. asked to. consider. '' i 
.:; ;:; obtaining self adhesive labels from companieestalread .. supplying- aTCs.. 

c. COMPUTING IN THE NETS - (ITEM 3c) 

; •t~;~ Dr Blagdon said that . the interim -report . on. the propoeat•=::toy develop a. nationaI 9
S :,computer system for the NETS .would, be.-'presented by Mr.S iE ll' to the NE Thames/

«;; •.DHSS Steering Committee in August.  

d. TELEVISION ADVERTIsEWT--SPONSORFA) BY ST JOHN'S '/IMBIILANCE (ITEM 3d) 

x.~.. : Sir William reported that Dr..':Raffle,• Medical Adviser to..St: John's Ambulance, "'. 
had. accepted that there• were, potential hazards in recording the-blood. group on- 7»8 
lockets. 

Sir William. added that-. he had.. also received a -letter ,.from the- Chairman of the •L- •• -
Medical Council of St John's Ambulance indicating the -council's wish to 
continue their support of the;sale of the lockets which-he said. had been 

<. approved by the Red Cross and:. transfusion. seraiaes.'on.:the :Continent and which 
". -provided a. source of revenue--for the Brigade.. 
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Sir. William.: .said that Dr Hautchef, Transfusion Department; Internatioaei1 ' ` • : I 
• League of.Red Cross Societies, Geneva had informed him that the League had riot• ' 

approved the use of such lockets and that, as far as he laieVi, traaafuiion 
serviceston the Continent had not recommended their use. Sir William said he 
had sent.a copy of Dr Hautchef's letter to the Chairman of the Council of 
St Johxt•!s Ambulance and that he did not think he could do anything' further to 
discourage S.t John's Ambulance promoting the use of the locket. 

e. MEDICAL. STAFFING IN THE NBTS - (ITEM 3e) 

The Chairman.jreminded,members that the Report of the Working Group;'on 'Medical ;' :: 
Staffing in•RTC•s (RTD/.WGM(76)1) had been referred to the Central Committee of ' 
the ,NETS :.in:.November 1976 and in April 1977 the Report had •, been considered by',
-the S-tanding--Advisory.Committee on Haematology of the Royal College•of 
Pathologists... The Royal College . had asked Sir William to enquire ̀."o f the 'Working' 
Group how-the College"could help in the recruitment of suitably qualified 
medical staff for the NBTS. A reply had not yet been sent, but Sir'William 
.proposed :that .,the .College should be asked to arrange for examination candidates 

" 

.to. provide ,evideAce-of.having worked in RTCs for a minimum period of '6 months.

Pr-ofessoraStratton.inforined Directors that the College was -curreiitI$"coris.idering--j̀ ' 
the introduction of such a rule in respect of candidates for MRC Path 
examinati2ns. ..Several members asked the Chairman to advise the College that the 
some RTCs . ':. '.. particularly_:in the London area, had no accommodation-for-additional'' 
senior.; registrar - post.a. -.;The Chairman, thought it unlikely that the College
would -inttroduee, the: rule, until- •they., were assured that facilities 'were availabletie ' 
in all RT~Cs. 

-r. 
Members,;. agreed . that. the Workin Group w • '?~' g.. p .on Medical Staffing in RTCs'~s~oiild be 
reconvened-to .give further consideration to the role of scientific"o?fivers in 
RTCs,'.and that the role 'of administrators should also be examined. i 

Dr Bell ::would ,:find a Scottish representative on the Working Group to replace'
Dr Wallace who.. had since retired. i.. i 

Dr G :Tovy.; asked Directors,to~sead• their 'proposals for revising'the=report
of...the_;.Wo-king,.Group.to_Dr Waiter.'in;time to allow their. views tobd ' 
co-ordinated before-the next meeting. Ct. 

• f. NETS UNIFORMS - (ITEM 5) . . - 

MrDutonee 5po reed that the Department would approach the central suppliers- 
o f NBTS Donor; Attendant uniforms. ,to ,see • if the delivery tides c6uld ̀ lie' ith ove'd'. 

g. HAEMOLYTIC. DISEASE OF THE NEWBORN '- (ITEM 7) ' = ... 

a;t,. .. •.WORKING. GROUP ON ANTE NATAL PROPHYLAXIS 

Itwa reported that a paper -was being prepared by Dr:'•Jenkias for the -
Working Group set up by the.Joint Sub-Committee on Prevention'of' 

. Haemolytic Disease of the Newborn to consider the practicalities of 
providing antenatal treatment'with anti-D immunoglobulin to certain groups 
of.,,women.at risk....Dr Jenkins.-.-had submitted additional information-which 
would require confirmation before his paper could be circulated to 
Directors. 
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• b. ANTI-D WORKING PARTYI

• Sir'~iilliam reported that BPL had begun the 
programme of selecting samples 

•of single donations of anti-D 
plasma received from RTCs and sending 

coded 

aliquots to two R`1'Cs for measurement of anti
-D content. 

4. SUPPLIES OF BLOOD TO THE PRIYATE-SECTOR - 
RTD(78)21 

~Mr Dutton informed Directors 
that i Al thor"fie"po2~t bad •been -sent to 

Ministers in 

June about the progress being made to 
obtai Co8L~Ag info ua~tion necessary when 

calculating the charges to the private 
eector:of1i6didine:for services associated 

with the provision of blood and 
blood products. 

The Ministers had subsequently 
advised thathey.'wished the exercise to 

proceed with 

all deliberate speed and care, adding 
tbAt'•they ust-be in a position to defend any 

charges beyond peradventure. ,~,_,'..^ •. ;; ~. 

t~ ': 
It had become apparent from the number 

of"Parlfanieataiy Questione referred to the .,.' 
orted 

;;'Department:.in recent weeks that several 'Members 'Of 
Parliaments who strongly pp 

the introduction of charges to the private hs'eceC ere•':c cal ,qf the length of 

Mt.me.being taken to adopt the 
appropriate measures to implement them. It was apparant 

>chowever'that some donors were equally strongly opposed t $ lie" imposition of clsarges. 

M
 }fie interest shown it was inevitable that' Ministers would 

. .qf; apolitical ' a 
r s7; .tisventiial ~ be called upon to de fend any charges ?imposed'ti; red it was d for t Ys" 

,•;yimportant that the basis of such charges should be cle 11"1 adereto~oti:. ' The 

~, DepartmeI t accepted that it might not be possible- to arrive at 'a I'll]. costing in 

rt•the strict accountancy sense 
because of !the"practic 

ouldebe 

involved
e lend 

but
tically-
e 

inevitable shortcomings of an approximate 
costing, 

c Mr Cummings DHSS Finance Division, said' that the purpose of the prp~Yorma, appended 
•  

o•RTD( 8)21 was to obtain information which cqu 
assiAt Pinnace•Division to 

,.r p='ovide as approximate expenditure analysia3of 'RTC 1'aboratory activi
s'silil
ies connected 

wirittt:;the colLctioa and processing of blood' "Altihough t" ri not. pos 
af 

to 

c 
,$ .counts more 

: ulecte accurate charges  'the anorm "ion _ containe e rn the ' N$'r Cf . 
B  aaci laboratory 

ti .information relating to•:fhe distribution, 
cdlYecLhg 

neralcp n8. ' mould be 
activities activities:'wss- available centrally. It wasedOu~Sful whether Min's'ters 

.'.prepared  to defend a scale of charges 
which drew -a distinction between 

services 

• associate with the provision of whole 
blood'arid'those connected with blood d products.

wh cts•
As an interim measure, however, "i't might be possible  'introduce . a atge ss. 

blood ainii postpone the introduction of >charge's ̀ for blood products °'u sl they have

been worked but. 
precise 

.v.:. Several :members referred to the considerableri~iorls involved in a 
awa mat il to the 

expenditure information, particularly 06th 
*aot'of supplying 

• 
central laboratories for processing. Pro'fe's'aO Stratton said that here 

weeresse or
al

imports .xaspects to be considered in any assessment of costs 
incurred; .,by 

Cs,f 
example', whether the manufacture of one product' should be discont tied to provide

greatert'c'apacity for another. Because of'the':dbmplexities involved is 
obtaining the 

Correct-information Professor Stratton 
suggested that professional staff 'from 

transfusion centres should Join a team of 
accountants, and that both.should be 

prepared-to'visit the centres and work Ion -,site'. r r ..• 

Members agreed that 4 centres -Manchester, Oxford, Sheffield and '1'ooting, should be 

selected; as being representative of the 
varying sizes otRTCs, in 'ferms 

of their 

annual budget, provide rovide a general guide ̀in sssesaini th
e costs" i►olved. 

Mr Cumcaing would arrange to visit the 
centres and discuss how be`to 

extract the 

costing information required and to 
consider whether the pro foY'mai

•needed any 
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ification. If the pro forma was finally acceptable to the 
.'k centres it could 

a
d
n be forwarded to the 

remaining RTCs for completion. 

Dr Rogers enquired about the 
position of the United States military 

hospitals, in 

the UK and urged that they 
should not be charged•for services 

connected with the 

supply of blood and blood products. 
He was also•'concerned about private 

paatients 

who were blood donors and who would inevitably be charged unless a 
system f 

credits was adopted. He also asked whether the 
Department had considered advising 

Ministers to impose service charges on foreign 
private patients and exempt 

British 

nationals. .~ . : .... , 

Sir •:, William said. that, on 
behalf of the, Department, he-kiad reached 

agreement several 

yearn ago with •• the Chief Medical 
Officer tot the United States ;Forces 

in the United 

,t; Kingdom that the NETS should be allowed 
to'recruit blood donors from United 

States 

servicemen and undertook in turn to 
supply theIT.,$lot$& requirements. Sir 'William 

... . said that this arrangement 
should be honoured bthöDeP tas1 t when consideration 

was given to the scope of 
charges to be applied. 

s t 

_;;' ;' 

y ' Napier Mr Dutton'_saidd that Ministers were aware of 

In reply to a question from Dr P s.•.  

w the possibility that once charges 
- 

,.  were applied to the prk ate .sector of medicine 
.~•.: ;• 

private industry might seek to impose charges,  c4i*the"NB . for 
euse,of  their

premises for donor sessions and as compensation.
 loss'of production.

aware that private hose tals'were charging ;. . 
Hp srzott said that the Department was P . 

f but that Min .stars were°'unable0 act at Present' 
their patients for' blood itsel 

to`• step the :practice. ', - • zice,.
•

'; n' 
DrTA61p rs suggested that blood packs should 

be 'labelled to .norm the recipient 
; •,• ere 

P 
that the blood itself should not be,. charged 'for• • if''N$S hcs fta'~ blood' blanks w

rivate hospitals who 
subsequently'ChWgedfor the Mood. 'these 

hospitals 

supplying p s 4 . , • :: 

should be advised to stop the 
practice.

SUPPLIES OF PLASMA (RTD(7
. . . ...............

)2O - RTD(7$')24 - RTD(7a)25a/b)

•;~rt°5: t - 
i  

y 19'j$ (RTD(78)25 b) 
ZID PLASMA .RDCFIIYID BPL JANU'ABVMA  ) FRESH AT • 

t•:ya. ' ~•..;.. ,: .• L 
- • during the 

u :~ ab` :: 
the amount' of frozen ̀  fresh•:plesma. received from` s~. ., . 

; .Paper~~ +t<o f g  t for" inP ion.' 
,.. . . 

to May 1978 were circulate u'ectorts' - . period January ,.. 

FROT.EN PLASMA BY RTCa (RTD(.78)2O) 
b. SUPPLY OF' PRESS 

r  which was', summarised 
,,:. :.,.•. •g; -• :. The Cha'rmaareferred to the information provided by RTCs,  

ce RTD(78)2O .Y;; It appeared that, while -t•hre'e''een`tres eid indicatedo they could 

Pp increase:: u lies of PPF, the other centres"co could only 'increase • tlr supply of 

* !; s  +:t packs of FFP or if TC "received 
, if BPL would • accept js is' pa•

fresh.  frozen'' plasma x :  
' support to increase the collection 

of plasma.
• • further: ~ financial  

lasma haresis to obtain plasma ,i,.. .'. 

J. Sir Wi :• i~'eiq reminded Directors that theuse'o~f o 
dondko with aped antibodies 

for fractionation had up to now basis conYi to 
iiicreaso' tk:3 =•amine ;i:codictj:or 

and any extension of the 
plasmaphairesis-pro$ra~eto e;•

of plasma should be fu11y ,d•soussed. . 

:`~Directoas decided that the 
development of>plasmapharesis as a 

means of providing 

additional plasma should be urgently col %Idered at each of the 3regional RTD 

p was asked to•picovide a short discussfoa paper for groups. nroetings; each group 

the next RTD meeting. - 
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• FRE:aH 7ROZ N PLASMA 
FOR PRODUCTION OF 

FACTOR VIII AND 
ALBUMIN - RTD(78)24) 

• 
examination of passible 

methods of i.ncreae-suggested that 
s 

Dr Lane said that 
any implications for BPL• l~sm 

of fresh .frozen 
plasma could have 

wide 3mP 

that a working party should be formed to consider new methods of 
harvesdth 

ting p 

ncl in8 the place of the single donor packs, which would 
working 

e BPLpity  
would also 

nddztional source material. 
The establishment of such a 

i • elp to in°resse 
co-ordination bet*een RTCs and BPL. . 

•ac and recommended 
p. the workin party 

li' .•: ; x'" Dr Lane's proposal to set u ~g t2teir , next meeting 
Membero aecepted RTD groug . .~ec 

~' should be discussed by the 3 working party•
iC the matter should be -included::is4;-the;'. 

t •; ,,at BPL at the 
gud that_.a►:.nominee from each group u 

ing °f a work u6 "p i j. . •-
represeiitai;iges from the RTD . -. 

Drea sane would 
convene

dtthatt the names Pf.. Hr Dutton) wee►=Yiesb opportunity 
and to Dr G H Tovey,. .Dr a ter acrd as 

groups be forwarded 
to him 

soon_ as•' they were known. ~.- stud 

e the decision of 
Directors to carry out a 

feasibility y 

: d that lasma .was; welcome: He .. 
Mr.':Parroit sail, eating fresh frozen p the purely 

new methods of 
hary 

t O e '' however, that there were aspects other ,thaa. . 

reminded members, 

ted in the possible 
financial consequences 

...technical ones 
which would have to 

be taken into 
account and ̀''both ••the Regions.;. •. 

`t and the the -Department would be irate ..d_ . 

.~.~. <.oi ' spy charge.'  
from -the' Department   '• • ' 

•: , '`~' ~~: t 
t+_ 

a medical representative o 
s asked •to 

should 
bee  - :- : 

Member }agreed..:D~ 
Lane's Working Party and Dr Wa tai'.' 

rind ed t ove~ copiesdo.::_•r.'! 
• 

t. 

to ite  3oia_ . agreed that Mr utto 
gd to..es4end on: Directors also Br ` 

taking , p ap the working party' and:'. ould be. invi;P. 
t minutes of 

agenda, papers and 

these metings.  •  ' L:  Central 
king Part would -be. submitted to e 

l The report of Ds Committeer ue course.
Labo ratdrea`Sub= ,, 

TINE OF BLOOD GAUPING - (RTD(7$)22 
FICZkNCY. TES OD .'"" "~.: " ::: , .. :. .•. ... 

(~~. 'PRO...   a scheme fore the 
developing I. ~,' ► : ' O the importance of 

;propose .Of the second;., a...  
' blbur4 res nded embood gr. within the. S ' This,: national::;;'•••••"Y~`. . .:•. ....o ,•,~ . . ,. lood grqupl3lg of .:W eetab i h jwhether.:.a 

_ ficien o estin9Dr Ho1burn and Dr Jenkins 
was  which 

~  peed by added ••tb . each hospital
trial. proposed (teach  to the 
quality control scheme 

,mailer pilot study earl er in the :3/e 
(confined to 

had takeh dart in the smaller standard ~ntrnCtiona concerning prof cY 

London area) was made aware of the  

testing. . ' 
• ' ~'wYiich wee' expected to be'gu►'~ . 

„ .._.. :: 
an p in the second ti i al. .,. , f.r.: ;• 

:`'atll Di rectors agreed fc+ P ticiate :. , •,' ;M~ ' ", 

the Autumn. .. c 

• , . _ I,p$ L LIBG OF PLASTIC ' CONrAIIi OF BLOOD (BTD(78)23) 

Report of the Working Party 
the words reaninded.Directors that the P ~O. had recommended 

that 
which 

The Chairman of blood packs (RTD(7?) 
) roducta~isaued 

"__... investigated the labelling 
most commonly prepared red cell p 

used on the labels to 
describe the 5 

•'f7from RTCs should be: ;~hr;; • . 

~Platele t ; uced Blood =, 
1 ~ _ • Rrd, . 

2. Ciyopr'eCi h at e Removed Blood ,'  

3•
• 

' •n•, Cryoprec3p*ltate and Platelets 
Removed Blood e 

'
y; Concentrated Red Cells 

: s.
5• plasma Reduced Blood rY 

6 

•
• ' sdvdr , 

tot . 
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Opinion continued to. be divided among Directors on the acceptability of 'the 
recommendations, of .the .Working Party and the danger that this might lead' to the 
proliferation of'. special labels.Some' Directors felt that the need to meet
Medicines,. Act. requirement would eventually dictate what should be stated' on the 
label. 

Dr Napier suggested that labels should indicate the therapeutic value of' the 
contents of blood 'packsrather than a statement of what had been removed.' ' 

Directors. said,. that ..o-f..the five_. descriptions given above, their centres were using
the following on blood packs. 

NEWCASTLE 4.5 OXFORD 14.5 
LEEDS  4.5. BRISTOL. . 4.5
SHEFFIELD 4..5 BIRMINGHAM 4.5 
CAMBRIDGE. ' 1.2.3.4.5. LIVERPOOL 4.5 
EDGWARE 1.2.3.4.5 MANCHESTER 4.5 
BRENTWOOD 1.2.3.4.5 CARDIFF 4.5 
TOOTING ' 4.5 

NORTHERN/IRELAND ' 5 ° 
SCOTLAND 

' . 4.5

Dr Waiter agreed "-to inform the;_ Department's Medicines Division accordingly.

8. BRITISH SAFETY COUNCIL SGHfl4E FOR.COLLACTING`BLOOD ': ;:

Mr Dutton infprmec, members thatthe British Safety Council, which was •con6erned' '• 
with safe working :conditions .in•:;industry and 'commerce, wished to mark the ``
celebration. of_•itA~g~ 21st anniversary by recruiting 21,000 new blood donors from 
among its member ,companies for the NBTS. •..: .. 

On 7 June the Council. had arranged .a ceremony in the grounds of Westminster' Abbey to 
inaugurate' the; scheme, and it .now .proposed to 'organise a series of publicity campaigns - in selected a;eas.:throughout. the country to recruit new donors -beginning in the • 
Autumn. 

A meet
. to

meeting of Itegoa►l  ,donor Organisers and .aloof the Publicity Sub-Committee or• '= 
the NBTS•. would rbearranged -shortly to meet representatives of the Britisli Safety.' 
Council to.discuas;a recruitment • campaign in those areas most in need of new blood 
donors. 

9. ANTI-TETANUS; IMMTNOGIDBULIN   IV-. N 

The Chairman welcooed.Dr Alison Smithies. ;The Chairman said that the Deparent 
wished to. become self-sufficient in supplies of anti-tetanus immunoglobulin. -'It' 
had been estimated that 30,000 x 250 iu doses of preventive antitoxin would meet the annual ~nationa ,;.requirement and that it was likely to take 6- -months' foj stocks of anti-tetanus immunoglobulin to reach the*~requLred amount. Supplies of :'~. T `' • 
antit tanus.'imiminoglobulin would be issued:-' 

a. 'through'RTCs to hospital casualty departments; 

b. , through ;the Public Health Laboratory. Service to GPs.

The Departmental' Committee on Immunizatioa•,,was'due to discuss the development of 
the scheme in the'Autumn. 
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• Dr Smithies added that the Department was preparing' a.. letter which would inform 

• uthorities of the scheme and which would emphasize that the national stock would
my .be used in certain circumstances. Similar arrangements alreadyexisted in .-

Scotland. 

• The following RTCs were actively engagedin screening donors for suitable titresof tetanus antibody: 

Birmingham Bristol Brentwood Cambridge 
,Sheffield Manchester NW`Thases Newcastle 

Report on Scientific and Technical Services' 

0. The Chairman said that the Report on Scientificad Tedhriical Services in the NHS 
,,.was circulated for information and Directors tiYould be given the opportunity to• . 

comment on the report at the next meeting. Dr Wafter added that the report was 
• :~ .. not a discussion document and - that it would 'not be- amended. A- draft. Health 

~1 Circular had been sent to professional bodies. and their. comments would be sent to 
• 

. Dr A P Fletcher. 

• 
..; NO adverse comments on the report had .been••-received to te although the 

. Institute of Medical Laboratory Scientists had not yet informed the Department of 
its views. 

II. DATE OF NEXT MEETING " 

,•-.,~ >. .-. 'wednesday 4 October 1978. •  • • 
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