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.xo'r FOR PUBLICATION
REGIONAL TRANSFUSION DIRECTORS MEETING

Minutes of 172nd meetlng held on Wednesday 5 July 1978 in Room D101 Department
_of Health and Social Security, Alexander Flemlng hcuse, Elephant and Castle,
London SE1. ‘ .

-PRESENT: Sir William Maycock

Chairmapn =~ = ~ - wils: o oLae s

. Dr S Murray
- Dr L A D Tovey
e - - Dr W Wagstaff
L Dr J Darnborough
- o : .Dr T E Cleghorn
: ~ Dr J Blagdon (Deputy) -
. Dr K L1 Rogers
‘Dr H H Gunson
Dr G H Tovey
Dr G W G Bird
Dr D Lehane
Professor F Stratton
Dr A J Napier

Regional Transfusion Directors
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coEL Do AM Holburn = . ... . Blood Group Reference Laboratory
e .o . Dr RS Lane . N Blood Products Laboratcry
- Dr. & E Bell . - - S Scottlsh Home .and’ Héalth Department
e b Dr C Cameron - -' .7 Scottish National Blood Transfusion Service
e Col. T E Fleld : ~© Northern Ireland Blood Transfusion Service

Mr-A L Parrott (part)
Mr T E Dutton
. Dr A-P Fletcher (part)
i gDr Shella L Waiter .
T e Dr .Alison: Smithies (part)
IR . +-Mrs R A Tunnard
.o © Mrs 5 C Yuille
- Mr A T Cumming (part)
- Mr MF Brennan :

e .

Departmen%ﬁé’;Health.az‘7”L‘gl Security
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Sir Henry Yellowlees, Chief Medical Officer, attended at the . beglnnlng of the R
. beeting. It was the last occasion when Sir williem Maycock,would be ‘taking the'”
" chair before h15 retirement in the Autumn. = _ TR

o n g BIR Henry descrlbed Sir Ullllam as one of the ploneers of’the National Blood o
. 'N”Transfu51on Service and.acknowledged the very great debtiof gratitude which the: “~
" Department. owed him, He referred.to the invaluable contribution made by b
" Sir William in guiding. the NBIS from its tentative origins to its ‘present development

which had earned the admiration of countries throughout the world. Sir. Henry -

extended his personal congratulations to Sir -William on being honoured with a knight-
»v.-. hood By the ‘Queen in: Her Birthday Honours. - The Directors:joined Sir Henry in w1sh1ng
.. Sir William and Lady Maycock a very happy retirement.- ~Sir Henry also informed -
members that Dr G H Tovey had been appointed to succeed Slr Wlllzam as Consultant
Adviser on Blood Transfusion matters. ’ 1 e
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‘Sir William thanked Sir Henry for his good wishes and.said.that he was pleased that. & -~ :=i:
61\ Tovey had been appomted to succeed him and wxshed him every success.

The Chairman welcomed Dr A P Fletcher who had succeeded Dr J C. A Raison as Chzef
.Scientific Officer; also. Dr J Blagdon who was attending in place~of Dr Jenkins,. o
Dr RS Lane and Mr A T Cummzng, DHSS Finance Branch. , , Sy
1o APOIOGIES FOR ABSENCE

e Apclogles were received from Dr- Jenklns, Dr Samith“and Miss Rosbotham.
2. MINUTES OF THE 171ST MEETING 4

: The minutes of the meeting held on 3 May 1978: were agreed subject to the following'
amendments? SRR

i page 5, firat paragraph: Dr Cleghorn wished to make it clear that he
‘was concerned. that the NBIS could. lose.the goodwill of both industry
- and commerce in the- event .of charges being imposed on the private sector. -

e

4i  DrGH Tovey &.name to be-included in-the llst of those. hav1ng attended.
the previous meeting.

"1 °%3. " MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES or THE 171ST MEETING:

-iﬁff7f.»a; " V'QFFICIAL. PAID' STATIONERY - (ITEH 3&)a

» . -Mr-Dutton reported that the Department had ¥Fitten toithe Post Office concernlng he

. the withdrawal of *Qfficial. Pald’,statxonery ‘and had.dutlined the NBTS require- . ﬁfw:"
- ... ments and proposals for the-future. When the Post Office had considered these RO
e s 8 meeting would be arranged toidiscuss any. ocutstanding problems. ' sy

Y. SELF ADHESIVE mam.s, - (I'nm. 3b) ‘~

Mr Dutton thanked.those Directors :who-had’ prov1ded detalls of local suppliers =~ . w0
of.self adhesive labels forcbldod packs. HMSO. had’ nou‘been asked to conalder e BES
~obtaining self adhesive labels from companxes#already supplyxng RICgo > : Tueinlad

" e, COMPUTING IN THE NETS - (ITEM 3c)

v Dp. Blagdon said that the interim report ongfhe'ﬁropoéal.td ‘develop a-nationals:
computer- system for the NBTS uould be s presented by Mr;Sewéll to the NE Thames/
DHSS Steering Coum1ttee in Auguat. . aﬁﬂv 0

49
v ! -
.

d. = TELEVISION ADVERTISEMENT‘SPONSORED BY ST JOHN'S AMBULANCE - (ITEM 3d) % 0 L0 T
w1 Sir William reported that Dr:Raffle, Medical Adviser to.St John's Ambulance, . el
--had accepted that there were poxentlal hazards in recordzng the. blood. group on~-'“f A
lockets. - , S

Sir William added that-he had_also received'a'letterlfromfthe:Chairman of the - ..
Medical Council of St John's Ambulance indicating the council's wish to

:;Q'“xcontlnue their support of the.sale of the lockets which.he said had been . s
-rits approved by the Red Cross and. transfusion. sérvices ons the Gontlnent and,whlch 'fl
~+ %7, -provided a source of revenue- for the Brlsﬂde. ERRI : : z
. - . ';.(. T
e
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'some RTCs.hpartlcularlyuln the:London area, had no dccommodation for*addltlonal' i
.. senlor;registrar posts..:The Chairman. thought it unlzkely that the College AR

. Members agreed that theﬂuorklng Group on Medical Staffzng in- RTCs sHBuld ‘e 4'“25“‘f
. reconvened- to give further consideration to the role of scientifide cfflcers 1n =

. Dr Wallacerwho had since retired.

Fo

Sir William: said that Dr Hautchef, Tramsfusion Department, Internatlonal

League of Red Cross Societies, Geneva had informed him that the League had not
approved the use of such lockets and that. as far as he kne¥, transfusion
servxcesron the Contznent had not recommended their use. Sir William said he
had sent. a copy of Dr Hautchef's letter to the Chairmean of the Couricil of o
.8t John!s Ambulance and that he did not think he could do ‘anything further to
dlscourage St John's Ambulance promoting the use of the locket. "' -

e, MEDICAL STAFFING m THE NBTS - (ITEM 3e)

- The - Chalrman gemlnded members that the Report of the Working Group on Medlcal S
Stafflnﬁ in: RTCs (RTD/WGM(76)1). had been referred to the' Central ‘Committéé of e
.the NBTS, in.November 1976 and in April 1977 the Report had been conSIdered by -
the Standlng Advisory Committee on Haematology of the Royal College of - :

’ Pathologlsts" Jdhe Royal College had asked Sir William to enquiréof the Vorklng

Group how: the College could help in the recruitment of suitably qnallfled
medical staff for the NBTS. A reply had not yet been sent, but Sir William
proposed that the College should be asked to arrange for examlnatlon candldates
to provide. evldence of having worked in RICs for a minimum perlod of- 6 months.

‘ ProfessoruStratton informed Directors that the College was- currently conslderlng

the introduction of such a rule in respect of candidates for MRC Path _
examlnat;gns.. Several:members asked the Chairman to advise the’ College ‘that™ - Cﬂ? -

would lngroduce the. rule.until they were assured that facxlltles wére avallable*
in all RICs. : .

ok i s - L e

o At

RICs;. and that the roleof administrators should also be examimed; & =~

' Dr:Bell-would find a Scottish representat;ve on the Uorklng Group to replace CoEuL

At T ’
-Dr G H. Tovpy.asked Direetors . tOmsend theizr” proposals for- revzszng “ the - report
of the quklnngroup toiPr Waiter in:timé to allow® thexr vzews to ‘b -
comordlnated before the next meetxng. ; _ L pENT

f. NB'I‘S UNIEORMS - (ITFM 5) .

iy

 Mr Du;tonﬂxepoxted that the Department woul& approach the centrad suppllers
of NBTS: Doncr -Attendant uniforms.to.see if the delivery times. could be’ lmprovedi”’

ge HAEHQIETICADISEASE OF THE NEWBORN - (ITEM 7) S ""fﬁ TETERI

UORKING GRDUP ON ANTENATAL PROPHYLAXIS

'-.It wag reported that a paper ‘was belng prepared by Dr: Jenklns for tﬁe

1.

.W: . wgrking Group set up by the.Joint Sub-Committee on Preventiom bf =~ % -~ Ce
-+rpﬂA]Haemolyt1c Disease of the Newborn to consider the practicalities of

providing antenatal treatment with anti-D immunoglobulin to certain groups
of . women at risk...Dr Jenkins:had submitted additional information- whlch
,wculd require confirmation before hls paper could be circulated to -
Directors. : « SR

i
NN
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. . ‘with the provision of blood and "blood ‘produ_cﬁté;’:

' - charges beyond peradventure.

L R e

ay

. __‘%;. June about the progress being made to ‘obtai‘fi’

@ b.  ANTI-D WORKING FARTY

N ‘Sir William réporféd that BKL had ‘begun the programme of selecting samples
of single donations of anti-D plosma received from RTCs and sending coded
aliquots to two RiCse for measurement of anti-D content. ‘

4, SUPPLIES OF BLOOD TO THE PRIVATE SECTOR - RID(78)21 -
gy T B . . B . \ . o .
"My Duttén informed Directors that & further répért had begn-sent to Ministers in
sting information necessary when
‘wedic¢ine :for services associated

8

"isalculating the charges to the private §ector o

. The Ministers had subsequently advised 'thAt’;;};‘_hejfﬁi_shed‘ﬁ:h‘é exercise to proceed with
all deliberate speed and care, adding tliai;f"t}rgy‘igust‘bé'in a position to defemd any

"It had become apparent from the pumber 'df‘?Pngiaﬁientaryv'"Qif'ejté_tiqx;sl‘xrgferred to the

_Department: in recent weeks that several Members of Parliament, who strongly supported
"’ the introduction of charges to the pz‘iva’te"f'é“é'c“t‘éz‘i;'“?Qérel'{cx*i’ﬁiical 6f the length of

i ?g;ime,,.gey;g- taken to adopt the appropriate measures to implément them. It was apparan

i . peen worked out.

ey D epar

" .inevitable shortcomings of sn approximate® o
C- EE . EEPEE TSN

> prepared to defend a scale of charges which ‘dre

. itHowever ‘that some domors were equally strongly opposed tb:gt‘—i‘ie" imposition of charges. '
e . . Coee :}l; _-,.“._‘ DR - (e 71 SRS e T S

thedpolltlcal interest shown it wés ' ﬁfe‘vivtabl‘é; thatﬁ

-;-fqr

e called upon to defend any chafges  imposed;Tand
ple to arrive at a full costing in
Sracticaliti€s involved. but the '

féting, could ‘be defended politically.

. &

tment accepted that it might nmot Be pod

#the strict accountancy sense because of ithe’

Mr. Cumm.ng, DHSS Finance Division, said ‘that theé ,pgx_'pose‘.':féji_’: the ~15_1'd%fcmé, ‘appended

¥6 RID(78)21,.was to obtain ‘information-which:¢duld assist’Finance ‘Division to

yiprovide an approximate expenditure analysisof RIC laboratory activities comnected C
. - et . e . J - ,le ito X I

;ﬁg‘p;;dq and processing of blood ?"f?ﬂthoggh_{figﬁ”yasﬁ ‘not pos
curate charges from ‘the informatio ';‘doﬁil;'a'in'éégﬁivn«th ‘NBTS ‘accounits more T

RS

‘gene stipg -irformation relating to “the*distFibuti Lec and ‘laboratory o
Cactivities. wis. available centrally. - It" was%oubtful whether Ministers would be .

v a distinction between services

ith the provision of whole ‘blood “and "those condected with blood products.

‘measure, however, ¥t might be ‘poasible ‘t¢ irtroduce charges for whole

“for ‘blod gi%cductgf-q;%gi’ljjf‘chsy have -

4

ARV

.associated: W
- 48 an in!
"-blood and?postpone the introduction of ycharges

BTN

Several fembers referred to the considerable iwork ‘involved in extracting precise
expenditure. information, particularly on:thé’ st of supplying raw' material to the

central laboratories for processing. ‘Profédsor Stratton said that“there were several
importagt aspects to be considered in ady aSséssment Gf costs incurred by RICs, for
example,. whether the mapufacture of one' product” should-be discontinued ‘to provide
greater>.cdpacity for another. Because 16~f~-the"'f¢*bmple}dties'involv'ed{f:i:q"obtaining the

correct “information Professor Stratton suggested that professional staff from
transfusion centres should join a team of accountants, and that both should be '
Lprepa.red:?fiqfvisit the centres and work ‘on i‘s}tg' . ' '

s L
i oz .

” i,Memb'ev"zf's'vdégréed that & centres = Manchester, _"Oxférd, S‘hgf_fiéld and ~'1‘o_<.>t.ing, should be

<« gelectedfas being representative of the varying sizes of RICs, in térms of their .

. annualibudget, to- provide a general guide’in 'ﬁé:‘gsessin’gn the costs -iivolved.

| .Mr Cumming would arrange to visit the centrésiand discuss how best to extract the

‘-costing-information required and to congidér whéther ‘the pro forua needed any
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'dxfzcatlcn. If the pro forma was “finally acceptable to'thejk-centresuit‘could
an be forwarded to the remaunng R’I‘Cs for completxon. o
Dr Rogers enqulred about the posltlon of the Unlted States mllxtary hospltals in
 the UK and urged that they should not:be charged “for services connected with the
. supply ‘of blood and blood products. He was alsov concerned about prlvate patlents
.. . who were blood: donors and who would inevitably be charged unless a aystea of |
¢ .credits was adopted. He also asked whether the Department had considered advising
«+ - Ministers to 1mpose servxce charges on forelgn prxvate patlents and exempt Brltlsh
natzonals. , L i

: er Wllllam sald that, on hehalf of the” Department, he“had reached agreement several

o ﬁ*jyearSsago with the Chief Medical Officer for the” Unxted States‘Forces in the United

it . Kingdom that the NBIS should be ‘allowed to’ recrult’blood ‘donord from Unlted States .
- - gervicemen and-undertook in turn to supply thelr Blo&d<requ1rements. Sir William

.sald that this arrangement should be honoured _the Department when conszderatlon ‘

uas ngen to the scope of charges to be applxed.,h‘

S !_ ‘_‘1, N .
In’ ‘Yeply to a questlon from Dr Napler Mr Dutton’ sa1d that M1nzsters were aware of
. the-ppssibility that once charges were applled to-the pr;vate sector of ‘medicine’
prlvate industry might seek to impose charges” onéﬁbe INBTS. for-the’ use of their o -t
'?premzses for donor sessions and as compensatlon for loss of productlon.

. ~/..".~

?;g;~er}Parrott sald that the Department was aware that prlvate hospxtals were_charglng :
their patientd: for’ blood 1tself,but that Mlnls%ers were- unable“to act} ‘present
to-stop the practlce. . £ SRS ~"“FT“* :

Splees SR

'Dr*Regers suggested that blood packs shoul&>be 1abelled to 1nform the rec1p1ent

that" the blood itself should not be charged for~ﬁ1f ‘NHS hospltal ‘blood” ‘tanks were

supplying private- hospitals who subsequently chax’“d for he Blood. these hospltals '
shouid be adv:sed to stop the practxce. {u ;g"

-t

gl SUPPLIbS OF pmsm (mp(vs)zo - RTD(78)21+ mn(78)25a/b)

e -3

(mwa)asa/h) .

the amount cfffrozen. fresh plasma_received tr m»RSCs‘durlngwthe R ’
May 1978 were cxrculated~t»'Dlrectofsﬂfor 1nform_t1 n :]‘ TR

o T, SU’PPLY OF FRESH moz.m PLASMA 3! RTCB - (RTD(?S)zo)

" The Chalrganfreferred to the 1nformat10n prov1ded by RTCS, which was summarlsed
-in RTD(78)20.5 - It appeared that, while three” centres”had indicated® they could
'Jlncrease*supplxes of PPF, the other centres could only increase tﬁe?r siipply of
fresh frozen plasma if BPL would - accept’ Blngle‘packs of ¥FP or if” RTCs recexved
~further‘?1nanc1al suppott to 1ncrease ‘the collectlon of plasma. ‘fi "
. . N r;» Rt
oo i Sir Uilgigm remlnded Directors that the's “use’ ’f'plasmapharesls to obtaln plasma

‘ for fractionation had up to now’ ‘beem confzned ‘to donors with special antibodies
and any éxtension of the plasmaphareszs programmato'lncrease “the *?utmnb ﬁrodgct*mﬂ
of plaSma shoald be fully discussed. t v

"Dlrectors ‘decided that the development of: glasmapharesxs as a means of providing
. additional plasma should be urgently consxdered at each”ofthe’ 3 reglonal RTD

+ - groups méetings; each group was asked to‘prov:de a short dlscu351on paper for
= ‘, the next -RTD meeting. x S

‘1\
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. , FRL&H ?ROMN PLA.':.-MA FOR PRODUCTION OF FAC‘J.‘OR VIII ANB ALBUMIN - R‘I‘D(?B)Zh)

Y Lane sa1d that any examlnatxon of possxhle methods of 1ncrea51ng supplxes
of fresh frozen plasma. could have wide implications for BPL. He suggested that
that a working party should be formed to consider new. ‘methods of harvesting plésmg
“fneluding the place of the single donor packs, which' woul&.provlae BPL with |
sdditional source paterial. The establishment of such g working party would. elso

_,help to_ingrease cn-ordnnatxcn petween RICs and BPL. e

S

ers accepted Dr Lene's proposal to set up the work' g party and recommended

Qhat the matter should be discussed by the 3.RID groupa~abhthe1r next meeting

Tand that & nominee froin each group should be 1nc1uded 1@ the: working party.

“ f«. Dr. Lane would convene ‘the first meeting of the working party at BPL-at the - .

earliest’ opportunzty and. asked that the names, of representatxves from the RTD N
groups be forwarded to. him. (and. to Dr GH Tovey " Dr? waxter and Mr. Dutﬁon) as.

"soon as’ they were knovn., ‘ o

U Parrott sald that the decision of Dlrectors to carry out a feasxb111ty study
ko examlne new. methods of harvesting ¢resh frozen plaama 'was: welcomes: He: .-
remlnded members,»however, that there were aspects . other than the purely -
+ technical ones whlch ‘would have to be taken into. accounx and-both.the’ Reglons
and the Department would pe interested in the p0551b1e flnanclal consequences
I A_-.,G" 5 . '.':'1.’. e §

S

ha 'a'medzcal representatlve from the Department should be"
i D Lane's Working Party and Dr ‘Waitep:was’ aske
) chis ‘D irectors also agreed that Mr Duttog ehquld;rede;verco 5501
) agenda, papers and minutes of the worklng party , " should be invited tqwatgendwg
. these meetlngs.1 %- fe o e o

- X;: The report of Dr Lane's ‘Working Party would be suﬁ%i%%éd to the Cemtral -
i4‘ ) Laboratorles Sub—Comm1ttee in due courses. : ’ T e R

. ,pxonczmcz TESTING or BLOOD GROUPING - mn{'iS)zz)

-'-&-;w e e e
Rt - ,

;bers of. the 1mportance of developxng a scheme for the RETYT/A
N festing © :ﬁloédﬂgfoupzng‘vxthin the NETS. - The- purpose .of the seoonds.
' Vtrzal proposed by Dr Holburm and Dr Jenkins was t6~establzsh whether.: & pational <
SR | 'uallty cont:ol scheuie, would be»feasible. Dr Hulburn ‘added. that each hospltal whlc,;- :
" hdd taken bart in the_ smaller pilot study earlzer in. the yeazx:’ (conflned to the - ,
London area) was made ‘gware of the standard lnstructlons concern1ng profxclency- e r Lk

(it

e -
R L2 oa

All Directors agreed te partxclpate in the second trmal’whlch WaS expected to b@éiﬁ&f
1n the Autumn. - - ] - s e

Dg 7. LABELLING OF PLASTIC' cowrmms oF BLOOD - (m(78)23) o s

ﬂ;i;_,The Chalrman remlnded Dlrectors that ‘the Report of the Worklng Party whlch f;;?é
investigated the labelling of blood packs (RTD (77)10) ‘had recommen pnded that the: words
used on the labels to describe the 5 most commonly prepared red cell products 1ssued

#09% U pmop RTCe should bel. :
. ) ) ) ) . el ":.h;',d Ve L. _‘
T 1-f'ﬂPlatelet Reduced Blood - o SR L TERLG
¥ 24 Cryopreclpltate Removed Blood T S S \
“ﬁ'“”ik 3. Cryopreclpltate and Platelets Removed Bloodc; or : 4 SRR
. S concentrated Red Cells B P 8%
mE 5, Plasma Reduced Bloed . : jgg:ugf ; s
:
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‘Opinion continued to be divided among Directors on the acceptability of ‘the

~recommendations of the Working Party and the danger that this might 'lé}'s\cf‘t:o‘“th"ge"‘""i

~ Dr Waiter agregdfto~inford'thé;Depértméﬁt's'Medicines Division accordinéf?fk

8. BRITISH SAFETY COUNCIL SCHEME FOR COLLECTING -ELOOD

" with safe goikiﬂéﬁcoﬁditions.1nh1ndustry}an&"commgrce, wished to mark the = *:' "

proliferation ofAspecia1>labels.Som¢; Directors felt that the need to mee;’i o
Medicines Act requirement would eventually dictate what should be stated on the -
label. S

Dr Napier suggested that labels should indicate the therapeutic value bfj%hg_{'f1
contents of blood packs rather than a statement of what had been removed, '

IDirectogs,said,xhétwgg,ghe fiquQescfiptions given above, their centies.ﬁbgefﬁsing s

the following on blood packs. )
NEWCASTLE =~ .. " ¢ 45 OXFORD - b5 - A ‘
LEEDS .0u.0 N BRISTOL b5 w :
SHEFFIELD . L ob.s BIRMINGHAM 4.5 o
CAMBRIDGE . : ' 7 1,2,3.4.,5 LIVERPOOL 4.5 - ;
EDGWARE .. . =~ 1.2.3.k.5 . MANCHESTER 4.5 - §
ERENTWOOD . - C 1.2.3.4.5 CARDIFF 4.5 -
TOOTING 4.5
'NORTHERN/IRELAND = 2 5 ; 4
SCOTLAND o V4,5

b2

Mr Dutton informed members th: he Bfiﬁ?éh’éafetj Councif;lwhibh‘waSVCEﬁééfhedf f?

......

£

. celebration of’ its 21st amniversary by recruiting 21,000 new blood doncréﬁffdﬁ:iﬁ

. ;inaugq:atg‘thévIQheég}pandAit_hquproposed to organise a series -of phbli@ity‘ﬁéﬁﬁéigns-f:
in Selécted'éré?gf}é;ohshoﬁt the .country to recruit new doncrs -beginning in’ the’ -~ .

& meeting of Regjional Donor Organisers and also of the Publicity Sub<Comiittdd 5%~

The Chairman wequgggéﬁf;ﬂlisdn Smithies.;#?ﬁé Chairman said thatithé'Deﬁéffﬁbﬁt‘

[N R

=

among its member " companies for the NBTS.

On 7 June théggggngil;bad arranged .a ceremony in the groun&a of Westminster Abbey to . %

Autumn. S Lile e R

o -

the NBTS.would: be arranged shortly to meet representatives of the Britich Safety .

.Council to-discuss @ recruitment campaign in’ those areas most in need of new bloed ©. -

donors. . CL ‘ o : . R

9.  ANTI-TETANUS: IMMUNOGLOBULIN . el S

wished ;ozpeqémé;selfésufficient in supplies of anti-tetanus immunbgldbulid§‘;1£§‘7’
had been‘estiﬁafgéﬁthat 30,000 x 250 iu doses of preventive antitoxin would weet -

the a@qgal;gat%§§a§;r§qﬁirement and that it was likely to take 6 months for dtocks
of anti-tetanus immunoglobulin to reach the+required amount. SdppLieS“qu}f?grfﬁx

antit tanus immunoglobulin would be issued:- v

a. ‘through RICs to hospital éasualty departments;

~almtb
[RET NV

b. .  through the Public Health laboratory, Service to GPs.

The Departmental Committee on Immunization::was due to discuss the development of
the scheme in the Autumn, s i e
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3

- Dr Smithies added that the Department was preparxng a letter which would 1nform‘i
uthorities of the scheme and which would emphasize ‘that the national stock would

‘nly be used in certam clrcumstances. Similar arrangements already existed in
Scotland. : S T

The following RICs were actlvely engaged;invscreéning~donors for suitable titres .
of tetanus antlbody. e - B ’

Birmingham Bristol : Brentwood = Cambrxdge

Ry Sheffield Manchester . NW:Thames ‘ Newcastle
Report on Scientific and Technical Services =»iv . =i,

»-10‘ The Chairman said that the Report on Sclent1f1c and Technical ‘Services in the NES

_.,was clrculated for information and Directors <iould be Fiven the ‘opportunity to\
comment on the report at the next meeting. Dr° Waiter added that the report, qas
-not a discussion document and that it would not be- amended. A draft Health

. Clrcula: had been sent to professional bodles and thelr comments would be sent to

.+ ¥ Dr A P Fletcher, R

xna adverse comments on the report had been -reéceived ‘to “date although the
Instltute of Medical laboratory Scientists had not yet lnfbrmed the Department of
its views.

SO L P DATEOF_ NEXT MEETING.

"o Wednesday 4 October 1978.-
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