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REGIONAL TRANSFUSION DIRECTORS' MEETING

MINUTES OF THE 179TH MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 25 JUNE 1980 AT THE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SECURITY HANNIBAL HOUSE
"~ PRESENT: G H Tovey {(Chairman) IR i
Cu W J Jenkins - i
G WG Bird
Ann Collins
Darnborough
D Davies
H Gunson
J Napier . :
eda M Roberts e
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Wagstaff e e LR
Fraser : e
twistle o -
Holburn - Blood Group Reference Laboratory
Lane - Blocd Products Laboratory A i1
ash - National Medlcal Director, Scottish Natlonui Blood
Transfusion Service
E Bell - Scottish Home and Health Department
Cameron - Scottish National Blood Transfusion Sé¥vice - -
McClelland - (Deputy) Northern IrelanduBlood Trans;ua*on
Service -

o Col E Parry - Army Blood Suppliy Depot, Aldershot . o

w Gogh v Dr' M Probert:- Medical Research Council (Pait; - as-¢bsérver):
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o . DetE L Harris - DHSS ‘ Al
" “ " I» Diana Walford - DHSS T Ly
My J Harley - DHSS ‘ Y B

‘.o Mp T E Dutton - DHSS R .
i TirMrs 8 C Yuille - DHSS -~ e L T s
o7 Mres R Tunnard - DHSS = %0 ©0 0 s B .

1. DEATH OF DR LEHANE ' e

Members paid tribute to the memory of Dr Leﬁéne%’

RTsad

2.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - piea

There Qere none.
3 ' FUTQRE OF THE NATIONAL BLOOD TRANSFUSEON SERVICE

.« . Dr Harrig:explained that the Regional Transfusion Service.would not be: affector
+7:.in any major way by the re-structuring of the National- Health Serv;ce. waever, -
; ‘the effects of cuts in central spending would ‘be: felt throughouttthe Serv1ce,
including the Transfusion Service. S Wi NE
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Speaking about the future of the Blood Products’ Laboratory Dr Harris explained

. that the Minister had visited Elstree and had assured staff that the Laboratory

i - would continue to function. Short term measurcs to improve the conditions at

. the Laboratory were in hand, but its long term future still had to be decided.

Dr Harris described the origins of the Joint Management Committee and the
Scientific and Technical Committee for the Central Laboratories, and explained
that Dr Dunnill, & member of the Scientific and Technical CGommittee, was chairman
of a group studying available and potential fractionation techniques which might
be used in a new NHS laboratory.

It had been accepted that to meet the. demands for blood products there would
have to be an increase in the supply :of pliasma . to. the BPL, and also a fairer h
distribution of products back to Regions. . Directors were concerned that if the :
Jed BPL. required more plasma Regions would alsorhave teibe geared up accordingly,

- and where necessary more funds injected. . Mr Harley. explained that discussions

would take place with RHAs on -how best the demands for extra plasma could be met. - ..

s Regions would have to be reminded that NHS blood products were cheaper than those

“ o imported commercially. D .
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AN Directors accepted that 'nder the reorganisation Districts would be deciding
SRy - what the priorities on spending would be,.and if there.were. to be greater demands
B on the Transfusion Service it was thought that there m;ght be a case for charging
authorities for blood products. o e S

Draﬂarris explained that it had now beén recognised: that there was a.need to set:
UpwdsS 'soon: as possible an adviseory committee for the%NBTS‘“astbcposed'by the :
;Cha;rman, which would receive plans and exchange qdeas on . .thé:aims-and develop=-:
mentiof the Transfusion Service, .dincluding: the Cefitval Laboratories,and generally
advise  on coordination. It would be:a.small but effective’ cemmlttee ‘which would
in. effect replace the Central Committee for.the National Blood Transfusion Service.
e LA Members ‘would include. representatives «from Transfusion Directors, from the RHAs

“ a/ - andéthe Central Laboratories. A proposal for such. a.tcommittes would shortly be

e put- to Ministers. S Cledh T

 Directors were concerned that the .Committes should:notconly: consider the supply-
wfzplasmaand. blood products but should also con51deraw1der questlons and matters.
of: policy for the NBTS o Loy ;L_ ca R

Dy Cash sald that Scotland was pleased to hear ‘oftne proposals fcr an ‘advisory
commlttee.

P

s w  /During.discussion the adviSéry committee was referred to as-a‘i coordinating:

PRARCE group! The Minister has now agreed -to the replacement of thexCentral Committee
SR by the new advisory comm1tteg§7 : fHG”“fﬁ' :
b, wINTERFERON SUPFLIES ER BOERE A

Dr. Probert from the MRC attended as an observer for this item: "'Dr Cash outlined
thesyarious phases proposed for the Scottish Interferon produdtion programme and
explained that Scotland was -able to produce buffyicoats readily because the
pigtail-pack had been retained. -The' Chairman asked Dr Cash 4f he would prepare
an up-dated report for Directors to consider on experlence with the use of the

plgtall pack in Scotland.

Ll Dinectors thought that there would be public preisure: to make.leukocyte Interferonm
e 0 avaddiable  but stated that.;unless fundsiwere provided the Senmiée-would be unable .o ..
B tosprioduce the material required for production of the drugsigDirectors were in any .«

N .
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.event unsure of the Medical Research Council's ex_alct réﬁﬁirements. Dr Cash

explained that the Seottish studies had enapled "SNBIS to produce an

approximate cost for providing puffy coats ;grom“_‘jo% of the total Scottish
bleed for Interferon production and that he would circulate details to
NBTS Directorss He added that as the programme was currently pla‘nned English

wuffy coats could not be processed in Scotland for some time.

LLoerte

by Harris advised ipectors to write to DT Walford with details of how many
“ puffy coats they could produce within theix;;p}:_e'éent cash ,},j;mits. Dy Walford
i ' 17 touch with the

N4

-V could then consolidate the jnformation rec&l

ved “and keep
© i@ MRG. T - . LY A o

n

The Chairman thanked Dr Provert for being pr;asentand ieked the MBC to bear

v in mind, the difficulties which the Blood Tfan on Service had with the public
“ on this matters Or Provert sald that the MRC weuld welcome any information yhich :

“ipp Walford could provide on the NBIS's ability to produce buffy coats.
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iz mp. . MATTERS ARISING
n the size éé‘zgidoi§‘tél<iﬁg'-heedies.

T Dr Smith's report O

P

Sﬁ'iit':h('i-epofted that the »Briﬂ:iéh Standards Ins quirements

téﬁﬁe 's TE

hat needles ghould have an_inner diameter 63; 1035ma. " He had examined N
S AT umber  of peedles, including a new one from Travenoly’ ‘and :all had been
Z_f?..,_piihd_:aﬁéf‘oe satisfactorye - L C«-_.»-, - :

B - @ unes T EERe

E S e R, P P .
t of“é"standiﬁ2~§é'OMLt'tfee ¥§.revise the
1 Separators o

o _ p: Progress with the aonoing’rﬁén
el . ‘Code _of Practice on the Use of Blood Cel

-

Dr Jenkins said that he undersi:oo,d ‘¥hat the purpose ‘of his committee -wab
to ‘examine the use of cell Se;;a,rat_or‘maéhines from the point of view of
, donor galfety. This was not however clear from t '?ef‘ previéﬁs minutes. The
¢ SENRiTHAR pgreed that jtem 3¢ ‘needed to.be amended f:cdrdiqgly. ‘

\hich had co-opted DT vagstdfts Dr Feaseriand o
“on 10 June.: The group
! ’,'a,gf"eéd to issue

‘asmaphesesis.

“DE Jenkins BTRUDs .
. “Pr Jean” Harris, of Brentwood as.:se_c;:ggta_x;&, had me
o . had examined machines in use at the 'Bdgware’

- . s guesti nnaire to all Contres about the riﬁké‘ ‘at "to P
AR  rizyas agreed that Dr Jénkins would ‘é\{e,ntua'lly' produce & report for
fusion Directors and- the, report would then be sent Hu’*d“
riments. Thereafter the report: n{ightj,po:sisn'.‘olii ‘o the Standing
al AdvisorY Committees e '

{onal Trens Té ent to the |
- pe sent ¥
4 b

TG Le*port en the possible jntroduction of 'charges for seryices in
‘eonnection with the surpLy of blood and blood products t’o’-’»the-yri.vate sector

BT medicine

1

r";f""'"}ii;"Harléy refdrted tha}éf. the subm:.ésmo - woul‘i{ be going tﬁq;}{iniaters shortly,
and that at the same time Scotland would put & submission tO jts Minister.
He added that 3ir George Young was concerned about the'iddngeT of private

>

s~ ¥tidonor panels being set upe

“

[t

o1 in clinical chemibtry

" aE¥Sd, - Human gerum for qﬁality contr
s - decided to discuss ¢his-matter furt;ﬁ'é"fwat the deit meeting.
' . ﬁe

et @ B
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€. Blood grouping reagents
. Dr Holburn said that heirecognised that there was anxiety about the R
quality of the Blood Group Reference Laboratory's anti A and anti B ok
reagents. He said that: this was due to the poor quality of sera which- . B

were being despatched to the laboratory and he thought that the

situation could be improved by hyperimmunizing donors. Some Directors
thought it would be preferable to choose donors who already had a high
titre rather than to hyperimmunize selected donors. Dr Holburn thought -
that this suggestion hadrseyeral disadvantages. -’

Directors were concerned: about the legal and insurance position of
hyperimmunized donors and ;the Chairman-said that this question was one’
which was taxing all European Transfusion Services. Dr Cash said that

it was important for. the.Scottish Home and Health Department and the L
Department of Health and--Social Security to discuss the matter and report
back in due course. ‘ : ' ‘

6. PROPdRTIONAL'DISTRIBUTION OF: BLOOD PRODUCTS = -

. Directors suggested an amendment to-the list™of bldéd: products listed'in =+ -
paragraph 3 of document RTD(80)8, but otherwise welcomed the system of distribu- S
-tion proposed in the paper. Dr.Walford explained that {he paper would be put to E

“Regional Medical Officers at- their next meebing in July: ~

P

Sod ‘préducts ‘which were':

«Discussion turned to the queshion of disposing ofih

& surplus. to NHS reguirements. Dr lane thought -that:f e économic sense to- - rRpess
-gell excess immunoglobulins which. mimht 'o.;ﬁ‘héx‘jwise"b;‘f&e.ﬁtrcyed. ‘ . L awilaly
L e : &
o _The Chairman said that he-thought that if eXcess prqaucts were to be sold they -~ ° °
:"'f{e: ~ should be sold to international organisatiods like ‘the Red Cross and the World - 7.
, *.. ~ Health Organisation. He said that he woulé‘jidiscuss";the question with o
.- Dr Hantchef, Medical Officer to.the International Réd Cross, when he met him =~ %t
in August' - ’ ) b R 1? e ‘ TE B
B 9.0 PRODUCT LIABILITY | .. v . - .
o 5 - soell Iy o 2
»Mr Dutton explained ‘hat the®Department-'s!Medidines Brarch®had advised him that - = @
. ; the EEC Committee of Experts appointed to cxamine the-draft directive had only :
. Jjust began its work and would «consider the draft -and alljits implications in. =
~great depth. The UK representative on the) Committee would be briefed to explbre’ - .
fully particular problems attached; to; several productigecfors, including blood = ¥ #

d blood product,‘,a{x;d wherever mnecessary: to seek int,éz‘fjg”& ation and derogations. -
\11 this would take quite .gomes.time,perhaps as much ast3’years. There would v: i
.therefore be ample opportunity:to-discuss the problem8%iconcerning blood and blood -
- products and possible solutiongi The timescale wouldf@lso allow ample oppertunity © -
. #=w. for further consultation with Directors, where necessary. : Directors were pleased '
g, 1O Teceive this news. (See algo the attached memorandum from the Department): -

-

. ..'8B. BPL RADIODMMUNE ASSAY " . ey . .

.. -Dr Lane reported that the Ministry of Defence, which-dealt with all patents .. . -

oz GQuestions, had recently written:.to -Abbott questioning:-all their assertions on _ v
. # - ‘the alleged patent infringement by the BPL. - «It had how come to light that -
. :%& Burroughs Wllcome were in the procéss of developing an-RIA test for hépatitis B,

7. The question of how this might:affect the ‘BRL test vié,éjﬁfieing considered by 3the . b
4di; . Department's Supply Division, rand until the matter:liddibeen resolved he could fbt
Q/(-@ ~eissue the test to Centres. R DT B 'K‘-‘“:’f’ : T
<A A Coh
I o Wa aﬂ . ‘ M T
A
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Dr Gunson tabled the latest report
{ Machine readable Labels into the NBTS.
Direc

Introduction ©
the report be published.
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A
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1%'_11;“paopééﬂn CHANGE IN THE

Wiflbf‘WalfoEﬁ;q;ew Directors'
- for & slight;ghangé{in

proposed plasma pacKe
! by Medicines Division.

4>. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

wy

THE FUFURE REQUIREMENTS FOR

T U\; T "“«;'h '*" e

“Mr ;Tupnarq:éxplained that the stock of 5 litre packs was running low and
o ﬁifb¢tors;if they would complete &
. meéﬁing, tplenablé‘Supply Division to assess future rquirqmeqts;

attention to a Propo
the plood/anticoagulent ratio in
She said that the matter would qbybgaye,t

Aa,:«%Cb}lecti“ﬁ'of-hﬁman pituitaries

Ti LABELLING OF .BLOOD BAGS

Pérty for the
asked that

(June 1980) from tﬁé?Worﬁing
,Travenol had
tors agreed that it could be. :

5 LITRE PACKS

L TuD asked
whichiﬁhg@dirculateq,at the

syt

questionnaire.

14

RLOOD/ANTICOAGULENT RATIO N igAvENOL PACKS

sél'froEMTrééeholvLaboratories

,conjunctiqg with their
o pgaqonsidered

- 3
. L

P

w
2

[ ,»i':: e LT s BN ) S
- Df‘ggggordhééig;thgt_arrangements'were being.
frof, Transfusion Centres

for their co-operation.

b.j;é§gpply of human anti-tetanus immuncgloBulin,

T s . 4,3‘;[11 . . ;";,;,;: .
maé?fﬁ°49511365'?ifhitariés o
'BPL;- and thanke >

2 R "“};”

for transfer to the
P - £ ”-’I."

dgmren

five

\ .
necoo.

Ta

»

uille reported that although most héspf%algfgéfkénow peing supplizd’

through the T@ansfuéidp Centres, (there Were
as Designated Holdingjpengrés}iwhicbgrecelvqﬁ
BPFL. ¥ o}

line with

s

' ! Direc
to tbﬁéeghospitala,

B A7 TR

other‘hb$p£§als.

the ;mmunoglobulin

L

:,’L

B Mrs.J
- with the BPL'S immunoglobulin
© still 34 hospitals (knowr
- 1tbe}t;§upp1;g§ﬂdi;¢ct from the

centres shotild be brought into

that they could deliver
when they supplied bieod and blood products:

;; ' ;]:ﬁqi#f-ﬁember*fqrﬁche Loneon Advisory Group

e TR
pow had no member. o

b

T il ' i .
5 Davies said that because of reorganisation, the
the london Advisory GroupPe

Retiredﬁht of Mr Dutton

- .

h
Dr

' Walford: agre QoK

e et

Y 3

ok

‘‘The Chairmeil Bnnounced

“ 4o retire at the end of July.
greatly missed bY alle
and prosperous retirement.

" he would be
Mr Dutton a happy

' 43. DATE'OF NEXT MEETING

-

This ;ould takéfi'ace on 15

DHSS
July 1980

s had been Mr Qy;t&ﬁ‘s'laéﬁ‘meeting as.he was
His help and advice-had been invaluaole and

that thi
“pirectors .joined the. Chairman

- 4 0w
October 1980 at the Départment."pi.' #

e €
fatttie

@ipirectorsamwsnf~a;<j

Supply Divzs;o@;new'prgpQ§g§ that these
tors agreed. .
a8 requiredsi. -

‘L uth Eist London Region:
ed to logK.e -

in wishing
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