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. RTDM/179 

REGIONAL TRANSFUSION DIRECTORS' MEETING 

MINUTES OF THE 179TH MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 25 JUNE 1980 AT THE 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND. SOCIAL SECURITY HANNIBAL HOUSE 

•-PRESENT: Dr G H Tovey (Chairman)
Dr W J Jenkins 
DrGWGBird
Dr Ann Collins
Dr J Darnborough 
Dr T D Davies 
Dr H H Gunson 
Dr A J Napier _ ... 
Dr Freda M Roberts +^• 
Dr K Li Rogers
Dr D S Smith -. 
Dr M Barnes (Deputy) 
Dr L A D Tovey 

. ~:.;. .. Dr W Wagstaff ; it • ~,;; • ,. 
::. Dr I D Fraser !'=" ~~ • ' 

Dr C Entwistle A, x 
d , ; : ° ;•:: ̂  .. . . Dr A M Holburn - Blood Group. Reference Laboratory

• 
 . Dr R S Lane - Blood Produc is Laboratory 

• :, ,.:.  . . Dr J Cash - National Medical Director, Scottish National. Blood 
Transfusion Service 

Dr A E Bell - Scottish Home and Health Department 
Dr C Cameron - Scottish National Blood Transfusion Service 

;•~. . Dr M McClelland - : (Deputy): Northern IrelandrBlood• Transffàion 
Service •' . 

• Col E Parry - Army Blood Supply- .Depot, Aldeot
Dr, M Probert' - Medical Research Council. - =(Paid; as=ibserver 

. . _ . •Dr. 'E L Harris - DHSS u_ 
Dr Diana Walford - DHSS  , 

' Mr J Harley - DESS 
Mr T E Dutton - DHSS 

i~ Mrs.S C Yuille -DHSS •
:*:'- 'Mrs R Tunnard - DHSS c - . 

. 1. DEATH OF DR LEHANE 

Members aid. tribute to the memory paid.  of Dr Letiane ` 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

There were none. 

3. FUTURE OF THE NATIONAL BLOOD TRANSFUSION SERVICE 

Dr Harris. explained that the Regional Transfusion Service. would not be affect,• 
+...,in any major way by the re-structuring of the National Health SertriSe. However, 

'the effects of cuts in central spending woxild'be felt throughoutCthe Service, 
ineluding..•the •Transfusion Service. = ~= . .. :: .. . 
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Speaking about the future of the Blood Products•:Laboratory Dr Harris explained 
that the Minister had visited Elstree and had 'assured staff that the Laboratory 

• would continue to function. Short term measures to improve.•the conditions at 
• the Laboratory were in hand, but its long term future still had to be decided. 

Dr Harris described the origins of the joint Management Committee and the 
Scientific and Technical Committee for the Central Laboratories, and explained 

• that Dr Dunnill, a member of the Scientific and Technical Committee, was chairman 
of a group studying available and potential fract nation techniques which might 
be used in a new NHS laboratory. 

:c It had been accepted that to meet the.:demands for blood products there would 
have to be an increase in the supply-of'plasma.to.'the BPL, and also a fairer 
distribution of products back to Regions.. . Directors were concerned that if the 
BPL: required more plasma Regions would also have .to:...be geared up accordingly, 
and where necessary more funds injected. -.Mr.Harley.explained that discussions 
would take place with RAs. on how best the demands for extra plasma could be met. 
Regions would have to be reminded that NHS blood products were cheaper than those 
imported commercially. 

Directors accepted that nder the reorganisatiozi Districts would be deciding 
::.G;;.,a• • what... the priorities on .spending would .be, and •i f the ,e.. were .to be greater demands 

on the Transfusion Service it was thought that there might be a case for charging 
authorities for blood products. 

. .- Dr% Rarris .explained that it had. now been.-recognised; that there . was a need to set 
upd s~'sooA• as .possible. -an advisory committee: for -t1rinMTS,!-as =proposed by the 

••ci e Cha .z-man-, -which would .receive plans. aM- exelfange.4 leas .on...:t'h&--.. *ms' and develop 
_ men- of .the Transfusion Service, including the Central Laboratories, and generally 

advise' , on coordination. It would be.,:a:small but ' '.e fective aothmittee which would 
in..effect replace the Central Committee. for, the National Blood Transfusion Service. 
Members would include. representativescfrom:Transfuusion Directors,' from the RHAs 

. : and the, Central Laboratories. A proposal ':for such,. .&.:committ would shortly be 
put to Ministers. .•. 

Directors were concerned that the ;CommitteP::should not'only consider the supply' 
of.;galaspaand: blood products but should .also consicfer•:..wider':,questions• and matters 
of policy for the NBTS.

Dr:Cash'said that Scotland was pleased to hear of'•the proposals" for an advisory 
committee. 

Zuriaga discussion the advisory' committee .was referred to as a`iVcaordinating ' 
group:'f -The3 Minister has now agreed 'to the .replacement of th~eCeittral Committee 
by the.  -_new advisory committee) 

4. :INTE"Rr=N SUPPLIES 

Dr Probert from the MRC attended as an'observer for this item. ` Dr Cash outlined 
they.arious phases proposed for the Scottish Interferon prod~sc on programme and 
explained that Scotland was --able to prdduce'buffycoats readily -because the 
pigtail -pack had been retained. The: Chairman asked Dr Cash if he would prepare 
an up-dated report for Directors to consider on experience with the use of the 
pigtail pack in Scotland. 

Directors thought that there would be public pre:,sure: to make.-.leukocyte Interferon 
avól:able. but stated that.:unless funds„ ;were provided the Sezvsc.e would be unable 
tO, produce the material required for production of the drug&&;eIhrectors were in any
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e. Blood grouping reagents 

• Dr Holburn said that he4.recognised that there was anxiety about the `' 
quality of the Blood Group Reference Laboratory's anti A and anti B 

• reagents. Be said that; this was due to the poor quality of sera which
• were being despatched to the laboratory and he thought that the 

situation could be improved by hyperimmunizing donors. Some Directors 
• thought it would be preferable to choose donors who already had a high 

titre rather than to hyperimmunize selected donors." Dr Holburn thought 
that this suggestion had,;seyeral disadvantages.

Directors were-,.concerned about the legal and insurance position of
hyperimmunized donors and.:the .Chairman•said.that this question was one 
which was taxing all European' Transfusion Services. Dr Cash said that 
it was important for the.Scottish Home. and Health Department and the 
Department of Health and•Social Security to discuss the matter and report 
back in due course. 

• 6. PROPORTIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF' BLOOD PRODUCTS 

Directors suggested an amendment to 'the list of blood-'products listed
paragraph 3 of document RTD(80)8, but otherwise welcomed the system of distribu-
tion proposed in the paper. ;Dr Walford explained that .e paper would be put to 
Regional Medical Officers at. Peir. next meefiing in July` 

.Discussion turned to the., question .of: dispos  cg: of>'b1dod;'pr"oducts which were 
« • . ° surplus. to .NHS. requirements. Dr.. Lane .thoug!it`; -that rat made economic sense ' to

s• sell excess immunoglobuhins which ii t otherwise j s'destroyed.

The Chairman said that he.-  thought. that if excess products were to be sold they tY 
should be sold to international organisatiois like the Red Cross and the World 
Health Organisation. He said that he woulc `.'4discusa. the question with ' 
Dr Hantchef, Medical Officer to the Interna''ional. Red Cross, when he met him 
in August. 

^ 7. PRODUCT LIABILITY ~. :;.,. 

. Mr Dutton explained that th^~~De'partment' a Medicines Braiich-=had advised him that 
.. .the.  EEC Committee of Experts appointed to examine the-draft directive had only 

• just began its work and would consider the draft and all-its implications in. , 
eat depth. The : Committee  8?'. p Z3X;.repr.esentativ_•e. on thel ,kwould~'~ )e briefed to explr8re. 

fully particular problems; atte~Fhed; to; several producta<eeg ors, including blood
ar, and blood product, .and .,wherever :necessary- to seek inter-retation and derogations. 
L ;: All this would take .qui:te some3_time,.perhaps as much a "3`iyears. There would

therefore be ample. opportunity ,to•discuss. the *problem concerning blood and blood 
products and possible solutions, The timescale would lso:`allow ample opportunity 
for further consultation with-Dzrectors, -where necessary. Directors were pleased 
to.receive this news. (See also. the attached memorandum from the Department).-

..  
8. Bpi. RADIODIMUNE ASSAY 

-Dr Lane reported that the Ministry of Defence, which 'dealt with all patents 
questions, had recently written;.to. •Abbott questioning::all _their assertions on 

r-' •• .the alleged paten* infringement by, the BPL. • •:It had now 'come to light that 
Burroughs S Ucome iere in the -process of developing an -RIA test for hepatitis B. 
The question of how this might; affect the BPL test wasrbeing considered bylthe' 

G , Department's Supply Division, :and until the matter: hhdL:been resolved he could zi'ot 
Q43 -issue  the test to Centres. 

h • I N .- Jar 4 ~ • •N4' . 

4 

WITN4461083_0004 



~•9;. THE LABELLING OF 
BLOOD BAGS :. 

inS Party for the 

tabled the latest 
report (June 1980) fa BNTS.e Travenol had asked that 

I Godson 
Introduction of Machine 

readable I.abel tthateit could be. 

the report be 
published. Directors agreed

1 
RUI NTS FOR 5 LITRE PACKS

:0: '. •T'rIE TUTU  d asked 

• packs was runriing 
low:'an 

litre 

V uestionnaiire, which, she circulated at 
the 

Mrs 
cunnard„explained that the stock 

of 

Directors if they would 
complete

to assess future 
requiraments. 

meeting, to enable Supply VENOL PACKS 

• 

RATIO Ild TRJ~ . 
:.. . OPbSc,D CHANGE IN THE 

BLOOD/ATtTICOAGiILEN'r •.: .: , • . ; ;- • - . 
1.1.E '. PR 

ord drew Directors' 
attention to a proposal 

from Travenol 
Laboratories 

Dr Waif. o ant ratio 
in-coajunctioq with their 

• for a slight: change in the blood/antic 1 

ma pack. She said that the 
matter would now have,to 

be considered 

proposed plasma 

by Medicines 
Division. 

12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

;Collect "' of human ituita,ries ;_,2,~, 

a" tocblleoti pltuitariee 

arrangements were being, made' ectos~,,` 
; ford said. that arrange 

to he BPI:;` and thanked;+Dir 
~81~ transfer t 

froii'Transf0:011 Centres for 

for their co-operation. ^ f. 

~~ . =Su 1 of human 
anti-tetanus immuno 

lobulin . M

~~.... :::. b. su lied 

orted that although 
most hospitals were 

now beingthere 
were 

Mrs;;'Yuille rep h the Tz?ansfusion 
Centres,,• 

with' :the 3PL's immuaoglobulin 
thrcu8ted Holdingz ntres) which~recelved 

s (known as Designated ~' no posed that these 

their 

hospital BPL. Supply Division:. w proposed reed ,.;,:.. tfrom the ctors aig. 
c' intrsugpl .:S e b  

with other hospitals. 

ceritires 
ahotld"be-brought into line 

bulin to tkCese:.liosPitals..:,. required, •";. _:;:•. 
ono to 

cold deliver the imm 8 
roducts: .;~." that, they/ and blood p 

when they supplied 
blood 

L aman Adviso Gro1•~ 
;...; c .: .Member :for the ; 

'South
.. ,C London Region. . 

gatloa tt a `South ,ryas 
,,c ~ reor ani 

*• :::. Davies saki that because of g 
Cseou C l Dr.:Walfoed: , agreed to low .r . 

' on the London Advisory RT' 
now had no member..

into this.

.-• r d., • Retirement of Mr Dutton  ache was 
a last

•ti ,. - 
eetiflg 

f" 
' ~+. 

:'The Chairman :announced that this had 
help 

andradv2tcenhad been 
invaluainewlshing 

t0 retire at the end of July. 

MrDuttona happy 

in. d the . Chairmen 

d 

atl mi ssed by all. Directors ;jo e 

• 
he would be' Sre 

and prosperous 
retirement.. 

Du

i _ 13• AT OF NEXT M LING ". 
R  

Thi ould take lice 
October 1980 at the 

Departure 
:mac 

r'. s w 
lace on 15 

DHSS 
July 1980 

5 

WITN4461083 0005 


