ACQUIRED RAMUNG-DEFICIENCY
SYNDROME {AIDS), the mystery
kitler disesss, has srived in
Scotland, according to Blood
Transfusion Service sources. Twao
casas arg highly suspectad, though
not yat confirmed, in Edinburgh and
rayside. Tha Edinburgh casa is
own to be 8 gay man who has
recentﬁy returned from Naw York,
Littie is known of the Taysidae cass
excapt that he is not 8 Scot,

The South-East Scovand Blood Transfusion
Sarvics is known to be gravely concerned,
They fear not only that tha gay population is a1
fisk, but also that by giving blood thay may
“contaminsta’ blood stecks snd pass on AIDS.
Consuitant in sexually transmitted diseases st
Edinburgh Royat infirmary, D Sandy Mcddillan
wid GAY SCOTLAND, it is only 8 matter of
time befors more AlDS cases ars confivmed in
Edinburgh and Glasgowe”

Authorities halpless

Tha Scottish Home and Health Departmant
{which hss alresdy gwen grants to Of
McMillan  for sesearch  inde  gay-related
diseases} isknown to be verdworried about the
health services® ability to cope with & major
AN epidemic in Scotiand. As one sourca
expliained to us, "Thera 8re no satisfaciory
tests we can maky 1o tell ¥ a person msy have
AIDS, Medical facilities are tos orude to help
diagrioss the virus, Wa just don’tknow enough
about the diseass yet io be abie to fight .

This confirms 2 growing sense of heipless-
ness in medical circles around Europe and in
the United Bistes. MNo-ons hss yetl sven
identified what causes A0S sithough the
chief suspect is thoughl t© bs a sexually
transmitted virus,

Doctor appeals to gays
cotlish venereclogists wers told at thair
arence in May i provide s sereening
programme  for  gay petients. Checking
segularly each patiant’s general health holds
twope of spotting AIDS symptoms at an esrly
stags. D¢ MeMillan has sppeaiéd for gays to
visit their local VO clinics for regular AIDS
checks. “No-one naed fexl they are wasiing
our tme. Just come in and 53y you want an
ALDS check snd we wil ablige.”

“Bon't panic””

Thae Seottish Homosexus! Rights Group, ine
press statement jast month, warned against
panic and panic measures, They are concerned
st straight newspapars have characterised
AIDS as s “gays-only  disease. SHAG saysihis
is it trus and is dangeraus misinformation,
Hornstheless SHRG rscognises that of alt
victins 70% are gay and has calied ugen the
medical authorities o devota more time and
money oo research into the disease.

Lending figures in the commarcial gay scene
are arranging fund-raising events for research
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funds, SHRG thinks thet money raised in this
way should stay in Scotland, but sheuld be
usad to publish factsheets updating tha gay

cammmunity on  the disease and any
praventative measures which can be taken,
This approach has been endarsed by both tha
Blood Transfusion Service and Edinbargh
Royai Infirmary, who sre zager {0 work with
he gay onmmunity. “Yaur co-operation and
help aca vital in containing this disesse,” said
Seputy Direcior Doctos .6, Boullcn st a recent
meeating with SHAG.

SHRG secured 3 major success i its
consultations with madics! authosities by
having & proposed leaflet withdrawn because
i was seen 35 anti-gay and likely to cause
pain. A ravised leafle drawn up jaintly by
SHARG and the Jcwth-Eazst Scotland Blood
Transfusion Service has now been agreed (Ges
apposite). The leaflat will be avaiiabla in donor
cantras end is alse to be distributed through
pubs and clubs.

Gays, NHS to work togather

The Blood Transfusion Service and Or
Mcdditian have both sgraed to the formation of
3 manitocing group with SHRG in orders that
gays themsalves know what is happening as
soon a5 4 happens. An SHRG representative
statad that Scotland was the only place in
Beitain where the gay sommunily has been
taken fully into the canfidence of thag medical
profession. “Our advice and help ara being
asked {or,”" he 3aid, "and inraturn we are being
giver 8 good deat of say in how the issus iste
be preseniad to the public.”
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A maating to be hald ai Fire Island, 127
Princas Streay, Edinburgh on 27 July will be
the first public siring of tha AIDS issue 1 the
capital’s gsy population. Bob Qsr of E.amndf;f
tensca bookshop, and one of the meating’s
organisers, hopes that &8 national group will
emergs o co-erdinata much of the furddraising
waork  baing donme throughout Sostland,
Lavenider Manacs will siso hava copies of The
Advocate Guide to Gy Healh avaiiabdle for
sala at the maeting. This is considerad as "tha
standard gay heaith guide™ in the US and
contains a valisable and suthoritative chapter
of AlDS.

Limiting the dissase

Ona thing is certaln. AlDS willnotpass usby
in Scotland, and {or the first tima in manyyears
the gay community Is under serious sttack, not
this time by bigots, but by an anonymous virus
which in ths grim words of one wary senior
dacior, “xills gays fiks flies.” But with only two
casas so far reported i i3 worth ncting that
mees paople in Scotiand wil die from hapatitis
in the next twelve manths than will dis from
AIDS. Wa should alf be concarned, but pamie
helps no-ona.

Waorking together and acting quickly in
responsa 10 new developments, wa can fimit
the damage. There is unlikey to ba the kind of
epidemic wa have seen in ths USA, Sociat
circomstancas sra 50 radically different here
that the virus i3 uniikely to move through the
gay scena with the sams speed and feracity as
iy the tightly incestuous gay mmmumtses of
California and New York,

Ag vyat wa have ng words of advice,
except. . WATCH THIG SPACE.

*GAY SCOFLAND - will carey full exclusive
reports on the AIDS 3s i develops and
weicomes contributions from readers. Next
issua wa repont on the dissavery by micso-
biotogists 8t pwo Scottish Universities of &
powder which hag been reparted 8s 3 fikely
treatment.

AIDS AND BLOOD
TRANSFUSION

Ti:e advisory leafler on AIDS and blood
transfusion published by the South-East Scotland
Blaod Tramsfusion Servicr has been drawn up
jointly with representatives of the Scotiish
Hamosexual Rights Grouwp. After noting the
sympioms and consequences of the diseass, the
{eaflet identifies six risk groups who should “avaid
giving blood until we have s suitable sereening
fest", The sk groups aze:

i. Men who have multiple partnces of the same
X,

2. Inteavenous drag abysers. .

3. Haiian bnmigrants to the USA,

4. Haemophilizes {through their use of biood
products whick may have come from 2 donor
with ATDSY.

$. Recipients of blood jransfusion,

§. Bexuai contacts of pegple at risk 10 AIDS.

The leaflet continues by erplaining the risk
caused by AIDS (o haemephiliacs and recipients
of blocd transfusion,

if & bload donor happened to carry the agent
respoasible for AIDS i is possible (o transmit the
disease 1o those not usually 21 risk. For example,
Factor VI (the clotting factor extracied from
plasma for treatment of haemophilia} could have
become infected and caused AIDRS ina fowcasesof
haemophitia in the USA,

We have not had any delinite cases of AIDS in
haemophitiacs in the UK. If the clotting factor
concenisate {(Factor Vill} can be infected, then
cases could occur in the UK because much of the
Factor ¥iif is iraporied from the USA,

The disease cannot be taken fightly. Those
getting AIDS may die, because they ree more
suscaptible 1o sericus infections and cancee due to
their impaired immune systess.,

The Blood Transfusion Service is thersflors
cuncerned (o iry and stop any chance of infection
spreading by blood transfusion. ... We hope that if
we takc precautions mow, we £an prevent the
probiem of AIDS which has become serious inthe
USA.

Remiember it is 2 rare disease but 3o imporant
one. Thank you for your help.
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