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Mystery virus claims two 
ACQUIRED IMUUNO-L EFICIENCV 
SYNDROME (A€DS), the mystery 
killer disease, has arrived in 

Scotland, according to Blood 
Transfusion Service sources, Two 
cases are highly suspected, though 
not yet confirmed, in Edinburgh and 
"aysidt;, The Edinburgh case is 

novttrt to be a gay matt who has 
recently returned from Now York. 
Little is knowtt of the Tayside case 
except that he is not a Scot. 

The South-!=ast Sealant Blood Transfusion 
Service is known to be gravely concerned. 
They fear not only that the gay ulatiocc is at 
tusk, but also that by giving blood they may 
"contaminate' blood stocks end pass on AIDS. 
crnsul?ani in sexual y transrnittod disease s al 
Edinburgh f?oyal Infirmary,Cr SandyMcMillan 
tole GAY SCOTLAND. It is only a matter of 
time hc:tore more AIDS cases are confir mod in 
Edinburgh and Glasgow." 

Authorities helpless 
The Scottish Home and Health Department 

;which has already given grants to Dr 
McMillan for research Into gay-related 
diseases) is known to be veryworried about the 
health services' ability to cope with a road e 
AIDS epidemic in S tland. As one source 
explained to us, 'There are no satisfactory 
tests we can make to tell Ifa person mayhave 
AIDS, Medical faciiilies are too node to help 
diagnose the virus. We just don't know enough 
about the disease yet to be able to fight IL" 

This confirms a growing sense of h&pless-
new in medical circles around Europe and in 
the United States, tic-one has yet even 
identified what causes AIDS although the 
chief s.ispect is thought to be a sexually 
trarwmitted. virus, 

Doctor appeals to gays 
caittish uenereofogists were told at their 
eferente in May to provide a screening 

l;rocrramrne for gay patients. Checking 
regularly each patient's general health holds 
1,.-;iee of : potlinij AIDS symptoms at an early 
stage. Dr MccMidlan has appeatild for gays to 
visit their local 'lot) oddities for regular AiDS 
checks. °info-one need feet they are waiting 
our tide.. Just come in and say you want an 
AIDS deck tvnri we wilt cbllge.' 

"Don't Panic 
The Scottish I m sea xua! Rights Group, in a 

press !tsternent last month, warned against 
panic and panic meetures, They are concerned 
that straight newspapers have chaaracterised 
AIDS as a "'gays only '"disease. SHlGsaysthis 
is not true and is dangerous misinformation, 
Nonetheless SIIRG recognises that iaf all 
victims 70% are gay and has called upon the 
medical authorities to devote more time and 
money on research into the disaaso. 

Leading figures in the commercial g tyscene 
are arranging fund-raising events for research 

funds, SHRG thinks that money raised in this 
way shuld stay in Scotland, but should be 
useid to publish factsheets updating the gay 
conaanunity on the disease and any 
preventative measures which can be taken, 
This approach has been endorsed by both the 
Blood Transtusian Service and Sdintiurgh 
Royal Infirmary, who are eager to work with 
the gay community. "Your co-operation grid 
help are vital in containing this disease,' said 
Deputy Director Doctor F.E. t3oulton at a tenant 
meeting with SHRG, 

SHRG secured a major success in its 
consultations with medical authorities by 
having a proposed leaflet withdrawn because 
it was seen as anti Lay and likely to cause 

A revised lea(ica drawn up i +irttiy by 
SWIG and the Soutii-Fast Scotland Bta_S 
Transfusion S e`mce has now be(n agreedf,See 
opposite). The leaf let will be ava it abla in dontw 
centres and is also to be distributed through 
pubs and clubs, 

Gays, NHS to work together 
The Blood Transfusion Service and Or, 

McMillan have both agreed to the formation of 
a monitoring group with SHRG in order that 
gays then-,w:v,_a know VA-.3t is happening as 
soon as t harpers. An SHR4s represvntalive 
Stated that Semiarid was the only place in 
Britain where the pay rzt0r,mtlloitty has been 
taken fully into the confidence of the 4r.edical 
profession_: "Our advice and help are ruing 
asked for,•" he said. ""anr9 in tetorn we are bei ng 
given a good deal of say ir, now, the iasiuF is to 
be presented to the public," 

AIDS AND BLOOD 
TRANSFUSION 

Tie advisory leaflet alt AIDS And blood 
trans€usion published by the South-East Scotland 
Sr_+ycl Trersr,futioa 3crvior has 'eec drawn up 
jointly with rcprescntatires of the Scottish 
homosexual thefts Crones After noiin,f the 
sytrrplorr v and c;tesegacncet of the disease, die 
Fat?etidrntiiieaair risk a,iees sw'h„s ul/s"av i;l 
giving blood until we have a suitable weaning 
test` TIC risk groups are 

A meeting to be held at Fire Island, I27 
Princes: Street, Edinburgh on 27 July will be 
the first public airing of the AIDS issue to the 
capital's gay population. Bob Orr of I.avendes 
Menace bookshop, and one of the meat+ng's 
organisers, hopes that a national group veils 
emerge to  much of the fundraising 
work being done throughout Scotland, 
Lavender Menace will also have copies of The 
A&ocare Guide to Gay Health available for 
sale at the meeting. This is considered as "the 
standard gay health guide" in the US and 
contains a valuable and asuthoaitative chapter 
of AIDS. 

Limiting the disease 
0 ne thing is certain, AiDS will not pate us by 

in Scotland, and far the first time in ma nyyaers 
the gaycorrmiuniry i, under serious attack, not 
this time by bigots, but by an anonyrnous virus 
which in the grim words of one very senior 
doctor, "kills gays like flies:" But with only two 
cases so far reported it is worth noting That 
more people in Scotland will die from hepatitis 
in the next twelve months than will die from 
AIDS. We should all be concerned, but panic 
he'r's no-one. 

4Jdoririrag together and acting quickly in 
response to new developments, we can limit 
the damage. There is unlikti to be the kind of 
epidemic we have seen in the USA. Social 
circumstances are so ra:tically different titre 
that the virus is unlikely to move through the 
gay scene with be tame speed and ferOcityas 
in the tightly incestuous gay communities of 
California and New York. 

As yet we have no words of advice, 
except.,,WATCH THIS SPACE. 

'GAY SCOrL @ND - will carry full exclusive 
reports an the AIDS as it develops and 
welcorr•es contributions from readers, Next 
issue we report on the siwsvery by micro-,
biota-gists at two Scottish unive.rsilles of a 
powder which has been reported as a likely 
treatment, 

ifs blood donor happened to carry the agent 
responsible for AIDS it is passible to transmit the 
disease:. to chow not usually at. risk, For example, 
Factor VIII (!hr clotting factor extracted from 
plasma for treatment of baernepk stir) could have 
become info. ..rl sad causcie AIDS iris €ewcaseeof 
haemophilia in the USA. 

We have not had any fcmite eater of AIDS in 
haemophiliacs in the UK. If the clotting factor 
concentrate (Factor Vtlt} cars be izlected, them 
ezacs utuld occur in the UK because much of the 
Factor VIII a imported from the USA. 

I, Men who have multiple partnrrs of the same Tlie disease cannot be taken tightly. "E cru 
seer. 

2, intravenous drag abusers. 
3. Haitian immigrants to the USA. 
4. llaereophi!iacs (through their use of blood 

products which is, Esat•c cow fzcttl a donor 
with AIDS), 

5 Rccipi<nts of bloc,j ersesfwan, 
$, Sexual contacts of people at rusk to AIDS. 

The leaflet continues by explaining tlsc risk 
caused by AIDS to hacrsrophitiacs and recipients 
of blood transfusion, 

getting AiDS may doe, because they are more 
susceptible to t-erices infections and cancer dace to 
their impaired immune system, 

The Blood Transfusion Grvice is therrfarr 
concerned to try and stop any charice o€ infcstion 
spreading by blood transfusion, ...WW hope  of 
we take ,pre:aut;nns now, we can prevent odor 
problem of AIDS which has become serious in flee 
USA. 

Rcnscroscr it is a rare disease but art important 
one. 'l'hank you for your help, 

PRSE0003358_0001 


