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PO 10373" -- LORD OWEN 

1, MS(H) has asked for a full background note on the review of internal papers. 
between 1973 and 1985 and comments by i..ord Owen about thr destruction of 
papers from his Private Office at the time,. 

2. Lord Owen has pithiicly stated that the Department of Health had failed to 
honour the commitment he made in the 1970s to make the UK sclfsufiicient in 
clotting factors for haumophi vies However, the fact that self I fl€:''feta l nuts[fit t 
achieved appears to have been linked to the massive increase ill do na nd for clotting 
factors at the time not a any Zhu ii u t;¢ ittlpletnent Ministerial i ttti uivcs. 

1• In 2.t t2. "rvette, Cooper originally agreed to an internal trawl of papers after 
I; hhying initially by Lord Morris and later Michael (hnmrtrty, € hai_r of the All 
Party Prrli,Frrrscnt:ary t; roup on Haem.T rili.a, 

A DR official was asked  to undertake a detailed review of the surviving papers 
hetn-ren < rouuhl;y l97' :rnd 1.985 aisad put. €ra : t:1r r a :1rrorrc,1<} y 3f ts rns Without 
this it is difficult to answer any detailed accusations levelled ,against t:he Department. 
by Lord Owen and others. The remit for the work was to review surviving 
documeotss from 1 '7:3 to l95 to address a number of issues, chietl : 

- how the Department implemented the policy of UK self sufficiency in blood. 
piodueis, begun vi 1973; 

- to chart the developing understanding of the seriousness of non Anon 13 
hepatitis (later idenuhed as hepatitis Q. 

- to examine the extent to which problems at Bin Products Laboratory delayed the 
achievement of self sufilcieney; 

- whether the achievement of self sufficiency would have led to fewer cases of 
hepatitis C in haemophi.lia patients. 

5. It was not set up to address Lord Owens comments. dating from the late 80s. 
that ,hc rapers from his period as a ; linietar h  to cri "'; l,n El", I n:I'faa:tunatcl 
none of the key submissions to Ministers about self sufficiency' from the tf.%ov,rtly 
hog :t j%'¢>eai,  
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.taHe i to find an . (hoe e' pla nation'[ for this is Ch t rinp °.rs marked or pur)19:' interE sl 
untriunit ' b`rn'i'g the sravervj?1`."(}i.ess 4)n € w I'.]V } €$R9`m an ha\C me We been 
dcstr ,ed in a clear au by SOL.. i hi would :have harpene at 'onie time in the 

h.. A report was suhrrt~tc-cl to officials in th - blood t o1=ey :cam 'artier this year, 
however there are a numb r at outstanrhno a which need to be resolved before 
tlto report can he finalised and submitted to Min:€stern, 

7. P: Pl) is aware of the background to this review, lii arlier this year, official: 
agreed to conclude the review as soon as practicable. Urtior unately we have been 
u€isible to make any progress during the year 
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