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‘The right hon, Member lor Sparkbrook said much
about expenditure, und 1 herrd ywn pledies made— fiat,
espenditure on what he called regional suthorities. | wish
that ) knew what the cast of thase authorities would be.
hut they sounded suspiciousty sulstantinl, Secondly, he
suggesied expendifure on other parts o e criminal justice
systam, which apain was uncostert. He did not reler to the
Lubour party’s policy seview, which hrinpg sharply into
question the Nltpess of (e Labonr party to form a future
Liverneent, Ax anderstand it iU pledged to vepaaling
the Provention of Terrurism (3 cmpaniry Provivions) Act
1989 and 1o amendings and eventnaily repealing, the
Borthern Ireland {Pmerpency Provislons) Act 1987,

In the city of Westminster, those pledpes are serious
matiers indeed. § romind the House that, during the past
FE years of mainly Trish terrarism, more than 100 poople
have baen Toully killed on the United Kinpdom maintund
65 & result of terrovst acts, gad inany others have heen
imgured. I um glad 1o osee my right hon. Friend the Member
for City of London and Westmidmar, South (M, Brooke}
fn his seat. Heand 1 alure an ovesome Byden in the vity
of Wextminster, heenuse over recent yeurs we have had (o
consider the murder and injuring of peogle by the Harrads
bombing, the Knightebridge bombing nnd the Rivprnty
park bombing in my constituency. The repaal of thoge two
measres weuld direetly damage the sufety and seeurity of
the Britlsh propde. I challenge the Opposition to reconsider
their policy review pledages in that regard.

Since the establishment of prid constabularies in 1H29,
whe police system has been independent of politics. The
chiel’ officer of police is free to enfovee the law in
dance with Farliaments instenctions h rotigh At of
et Hes not controflled by the so-ealled police
fes or by commiiees of ool politiciuns. |
undesstand rhal the Laboby party has pledged. fn s poticy
revine o eisure that every potiee antdody i wude up of
clested  munbers, and  that responsildlity for  the
Metropotitan police will be waken from my right hon. and
fearned Friend and the House, and will beecome the
reaponsibility of an elected body of people, That is a divect
chaifenge to freedom and to the independence of our polive
service,

[HEe

Mr. FErie 8, Hefler (Liverpool, Walion): The hon,
Gentlempn is not lopical. s the Home Secretary not
clected? Arve not Members of the House of Cammaons
clected? [Fwe are elected, and crriain Ministers control (he
police in Londen, why can we not have locally elected
representistives 1o control the pabice?

Mr. Wheeler: 1 am poeful for that inlervention,
biecause it enahles me 1o say, without fear of contraciction.
that my vight hon. and fearnced 1 viend and Ministers in the
Home Office do not control the police. They are the police
uuthority  responsible  for - funding  and  producing
resourees -hui they do nol cantrol the police or pive them
fnstructions,

The public fear that the Labowr party policy review will
mean that there will be people on police commmitlees who
will seek 1o control and manipelate what the police do,
Outside the metropaolis, justices of the peage comprise our
third of the existing police authorities. As 1 osuid ut the
beginning of my speceh, those justices of the peace, whe
have been appointed since 1301, are vitizens of Englind,
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They are unpaicd. They ensure fuirness snd balance,
they keep the peuse, wud that is the system which the
coatry chovishes,

The Opposivion Bave also pledigad, as Funderstand i1, 1o
miroduce immigration procedures which will be open wd
fair. They way that they would repeal the Immigration Agts
of 1971, 1981 and FEK and the primery purpose vule

Ag Minixter of State a1 the Home Office, my right hon.
and ferraed Friend compolled immigeation faidy, ond he
will continne to do ko, Inmigeation hus seased 1o he g
great issuc in Britwin, My right hon. und lensned Friend
hns brought peace to the inner gites, beenusé he has
reduced the conflict which existed in the 1970 and early
1988s. We are grateful to him for that.

By pledging to repesl that legistation, the Spposition
will reintraduce the inndgration debate inta liettain, and
reintroduce waxiewy abont the fadure, Thit is 1ot i the
intercsts of people who live in Britain.

Mr., Peter L. Plke (Burpley): The hon. Gentleman is
ralking aboul fairness, but doss he not think it is fair that
the Governmeat should put vight  decisions  taken
previously? For example, it DINA testing now proves that
n wrong decislon was taken some years ago, should that
not be put right--even if the person has now reached thie
ape of I8?

Mr. Wheelor: | agres that where an injustice i3 Tound 1o
have ocmrred, it should be put right. 1 sm confident that
the progedures assotfated with DNA igating will deo that.

There is vo justice ar merit in alowing into the United
Kingdom people who will be hameless, and who will
bevame a hurden on the communities in which they reside;
it eia only cause conflict. Thersfore, I agree that we have
& duty to ensure thal people who come to Fngland huve
somewhere 10 live,

I my speech I have aftempied 1o remind the House of
the noble concept of British citizenship and  its
contribution to the praee and safety of our society.

515 pimy

Dr. David Owen (Plymouth, Devonpont): Rights,
ficedonis and vesponsibilities are the core of Hritish
democracy. 1US appropriate (hat the Home Seerctary dealt
with the issue of 1errorism in his specch. While werrariun
crists in Britaln none of us vun be camient that righis and
tesponsibilitios can be fully exercised by our citizens.

Fam glad 1o sce the Seeretnry of State for Northern
Ireland in his place. | have no wisli 1o moke his sk any
harder, ay it is the most thankless task of any Minister of
the Crown. Howcever, T hope that he wil) clurify in the
House the stntements that he reeently made. | epnnot
budieve that he thinks that the situation in Nerthern
treland can be likened (o that of a eolony. It was reported
that he tatked about it in tenms of Cyprus in answering a
question related to our coloniul past. 1 thay is not so, he
should gel to his feet and clarify the matter.

The Secretary of State for Northern Ireland shinuld also
charily und remove the note of pessimism that came into
his briefing, because ihere is o suspicion tht o was not an
wegidental romark  he was flying 1 kite und prepiring the
pround. 1 would be the tirst ta admit that occasionally
those holding office may leel that o 5 right 1o open
negotiations with people who wre considered 10 he
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tervorists. That iy o solomn end ominous siep to take, but
it ean never be excluded, flowever, it should not be flown
as a kite beforchand, or done to test the water.

Puce to the Anglo-Irish Aprecment and the closeness of
the Sceretary of Stute o the Irish Government, his
statements have a particutar quatity, I it werve thought that
any of those statements had already been dicenssed in the
Anglo-Trish  formm, i€ would only exacerbate  the
considerable fenrs about the agreement that are held by the
majority of citizeps in MNorthern lreland. Those fears are
not held just by puople whose views arc based on bigotry,
zeslotry or the extremes. 1 g a sad faet that the majority
of peaccful Hritish cttizens in Northern Ireland do not
have any confidence in the Anglo-lrish Agreement.

When 1 see the inability to mount serious eroxs-border
police or erpss-border military co-operation belween the
two countries, although they are both members of the
Europenn Communlhy, @ share the doubts of the cltizens of
Northern Treland about the Anglo-Irish Agreement, The
Seercinry of State will find his 1ask morc diflicult as cach
time an atracity takes place the IRA plays on the words of
his press inlerview,

We crode civil liberties in the attemp tn defeat
terrorism.  Right hon, und hon. Mcembers do so
eonsciously und agonisingly, However, we huave to strike a
ditlleult balance between having the toals at our disposal
to destroy terrorism and knowing that sometinies we shall
trample on genuine liberlies in u free society when we do
so. Right hon. and hon, Members must be fully conscious
of what rhey are doing and thut must have the authority of
the Housc.

There Is an issue which ought to be covered by
legislation but for which none is proposed. 1 refer.to
socjety’s responsthility to the people, a minarity though
thcy may be, who sulfer as a result of accidents and, often
now, I regret, treatments undertaken under the National
Health Service.

B ois typical of the wuy in which the Government
conduct themselves that atiention has to be drawn 10 the
fuct thal on important statement has been muade today in
a written answer. It concerns the 1,200 haemaphiliacs who
have the human imimme deficicaey virus, | have o copy of
the answer, which kuys:

*Phe Government shure the universst sense of shack ni the

unique pogition of huamaphiliancs who heve been infectod by
the ATIY virug™.
I share that shock, but we must not et the Govermnent get
away with feching thet it is unique. Unfortunately, others
have been infected by viruses as w result of being given
treatment nnder the NHS. An example is infective
hepatitis as o result of blood translusions.

1 should observe, for the henefit of those who da not
know, that the Ciovernment have made £19 wmillion
available 1o a trust and, by implication, suggesied
individual cx gratin payments of £20,000 this year for
people who have been infected with HIV. Thut settlement
is massively lower than they would expect o pet in the
courts. That is (he first thing that has te be said. The
second is that it 19 inndequate. The third is that the House
bears n great respansibility for those people being infected
with 111V,

1 feel personally responsible. On 22 January 1975, s a
Minister in the Repartment of Tealth and Social Sceurity,
1 announced 1o the House B programme o meke us
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i sell-sufficient in blood products, particularly Factar VI,
I ropeated that pledge on 22 April 1975, when 1 said that
I hoped that it would be done in twa (o three years, und |
vepeated the pledge again on 29 April 1976 v 4 speach to
the World Pederation haemophilin congress. When ¥ said
that we hoped o be self-sulllcient in hlood products by
wid-1877, 1 was not.speaking in the House, so thut that
statemeni did not bing successive (iovarnments. But we
sre all responsible for the (wo eurlicr pledges that were
{ given in the House,

The 1argets were not achieved snd we are still not
sell-sufliciunt in blood products, 1 was told by a Minister
of the present Gavernment that they mude the decision 10
be sclf-sufliciant in 1982, Was Baroness Trumpingion
1 unaware that the House bad already been told in 1975 that
Britain would be selfesuflicient? What bappened?

T have tried (o persuade the prrliamentary ombudsman
¥ ta investigate this issue, bul failed, for if cver there has
| been u clesr and graphic cuse of maladministration, thix
f musit be il We ure ell responsible. 1t is no use trying o buy

off u cowl euse with an inadequate payment piven
grudgingly. In Ciradn, sums as bigh as £150,000 are being
puid out. In Germany, there have been supplements of
raore than £160,000. 1 have constituents suffering (rom
asbestasis who will get more than £20,000.

Mr. Robert Key (Salisbury): The written answer 1o
which the right hon. Gentleiman has referred was mnde in
response 10 my question. I acknowledge the long interest
that he has {sken in this mauer, It 8 important 1o
reeognise that, leaving aside the monetary value of this cx
gratia payment, which is not intended 10 be compensation,
there ave difficult legal iseues involved which make the
situntion here quite different from that in other countries
where individuals are suing drug companies. ‘I'hat i not
bappening here, It is clear from discussions thut 1 and
others bad with wy right hon. Fricod the Prime Minister
yesterday that there is no jatention of these payments
precluding a court cuke. It is not possible, thank gooadness,
1o huy off court cases in Britain.

Dr. Owen: | pay Iribute to the efforts made by the hon.
Gentlemun and many others of all parties 1o allow the
Government 1o behave generously, but [ de not think that
even he agrees thut they have yol behaved gencrously.
agree that there arc complications. My argument is that we
should be legislating for a proper system of compensution
that covers hacinophiliacs who have been infected with
HIV and others, such as those treated with Opren and
those affected by thalidomide, We all remember from 7#he
Sunday Times and elsewherc the fight that they had,

People: do ot want Lo sue the Government when they
hiave been through the NHS. They want o system of fair
compensation. They know that what has been done is
nothing other than an accident and that there has been nn

malevolence. (ther countries have a legislative wystem
which gives people a sfatutary right to be compensutey
fully without having to fight their cuse in the courts,

Mr. Michael Vord (Suffolk, Central); Dogs the right
hon, Gentleman ugree thut one of the erucial arguments
which is usually put forwad by Treasury solicitors and
others is that there might be an open-ended commitment?
The essence of what he is saying, with which T agree, is
that, tragically, for haemophiliocs, the time-scale could not
he more limited,
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Dr. Owen: We know rhat anly 1,200 people are infecien
but, sadly, more than 100 have alieudy died. § believe that
it would be possible 10 nepotinic a compensatory
arrangement that would obvinte the need for any legal
cases, For them to be withdrawn, the settlement would
hitve Lo be generaus---at {east four times what is currently
proposed. The Hlouse must agcept that it should lepislate
to creale a stalulory profection so that people do not have
to take the NHS to the caurts and sxo that there is an
honest, open and fair system. 1 Liope thet this will be
covered by the phrase: “Orher measures will be Inid before
you™ and that we shall not have 1o wait for another
Queen's Speech.

The Horme Scerctary rightly drew our attention to the
probleny of drugs. Tt is the biggest sogial prablem that this
and many other Governments fage, 1t is the dominan
issue on the domestic scone in the Uniled States and
invalves the President. Tdo nat yet sense the same sense of
urgeney hore. | do not think thut we have yet grusped what
a devagtating drog erack is. A person who uses it onece s
hooked for ever, und hus very little chance of suceessful
treatment. Bvery cffort (o sfop that initial dose is therelote
of utmost and critical importance. | welcome the measnres
that have heen annownced, but 1 urge the new Home
Seeretary to give the matter the highest possible priovity.

I want fo draw allention (o another  seandnl
surrounding ALDS. We should bie blunt about it-- we are
nat doing what we pught to do 10 prevent the spread of
AIDSE, expecially among the drug community. The bigpest
bridge of AN fnte the hewrozexnal eoanmonity i amon P
drug sdshicts, There ure focoses of foction mpong drag
addicts which ws know abowr. Udibhurgh is by far the
Fargrest in Bratain, bot it i sprosding, We are still Tailing to
do what we have done in he past when Bed with
infeetiony filness 1o condugt joutme Wood tests withuw
the need to have permission {or them.

When asked whether they want HIV tests, yuny people
will be frightencd and rexisi. We have confronted this
probiem before. T understand (e fear, The main focus of
AIDS is in the homosexual community and, because that
community b been siwvagely diseriminaed against over
thee yoars, 31 sorses that new diseriminalion s CouTHngL
Beenuse of IV testing, which weuld be conducied mainly
among Honwsaxuals, .

Fear of testing and of the unknown has also been
experienced before, Syphilis was an the poing nf bacoming
d pandenic, and dottors were under temendous pressure
1o conduct compulsory blaad tests, but they refused. They
arpuied that f would be possible instead (o conduel routine
testing without permission and for the information 10 he

completely confidentiol hetween dottor and patient. Thut

is 1he public health practice that has bren nxed srseessfilly
i the pust. Why wass i not used for HIV wsting? Why were
wae Gl that we corld mst isve 1Y Blood wdys withom
periission and thiat not to have written permission was an
assnudt on a person? We did not need writien permission
for & Wassermann test for syphilis. | suspect that mest
hon, Maahiers Teoee bad sacl a test, unksowingly, 10 or 12
times in their lite In some parts of the Linlted States, it is
compudsory (o have soch o st (o peb M mdrnage
certificate.

‘The way (o deal with this inuties 15 1o dentily the focus
of infection. We will now have i preat fanfare of publicity
beenuse of anonymaous testing. What will thar do? A
tudicrous situation will exist where the doctors knew that
the result of a blood test i positive but will not be able 1o

tritee 1 1o the fndividual r sounsc! that perssn who, net
knowing that he has 1Y, sauld be infecting his wily,
pirlfriend or boyfriand, How win that meke sense? 11 is
utterly ludicrous.

Yhe medical profession scems 1o be compleirty stymied.
] receive privale, confidential letiers from members of that
profession asking, “Cin you not do saméthing ahowt
1his?" | write back, saying, “What is the sidvice of the chief
wiedicnl oflicer?” We have persuaded ourselves that  eivil
liberty is involved. Is it & civil Siberty 10 have peaple
unknowingly infecting some of those closcst and dearest 10
them? 1t is time that we went back to proper public healih
prevention practive. The problem exists not anly in thix
country but argund the world, | do not know what
seientific advic: the Government have received or what e
chief medical officer has said. 1 beg (he Gowvernment 1o
listen to some of the comments of some of the wiser heads
m the medical profession whe are deeply worrial. They
beliove that we bave pone wp Y wiley sud they we
apputied wod horifimt by what is happening,

Vturn fu some of the more copvraversial, wnd periagps
prrty poditical, sides of my spaech. T wish 1o doal with the
legislation which should never be placed on the statute
buook, Newvertheless, that wil) prafubly happen, Yet
Conservative Members can stop it. The Nationsl Health
Survice legislation is an adivus picce of lopistation that i
wronp in privciple and in practice. Few mutiers unite the
whole medical profession. Aneurin Revan was never able
1o unite the whole profession against liny [ Mterruption. )
The right hon, Member for Chinglord (Mr. Tebbit), wha
stands owtside the Chamber but no doubt wodd like to
tepent. his cominent  in the Chamber, menlioned
sell-interest. 1 must declare an intorest in this matter, |
cesed 1o praclise medicine in 1968, but I am still able
{ Loughier. | Were she right hon, Mamber for Chingford 1
hee sueddenty knocked down in this place by some tenible
dirgase, the police would Grat look for )] the PrOpy
doctors, I perelinnee there were none around, 1 would be
called o him. Fwould still b able o e Bim, although
Fam sure thut, e me, he would be extramely woslong
about my eapacity ta do s

Aneurin Bevan was incapable of uniting tbe medical
profession against the NHS. He managed (o stull the
consultants mouths with gold and kept them on his side it
the time. Byen Barbara Castle- a fipure unknown 1o
controversy—fniled 1o unite the medieal profession. |
managed (0 persuade her to stufl the GIPs' mouths with
gold, and we puid than for family practitioner advice, At
one stage. 1t looked ominously as though we wauld bave
the whole medical profession against us, This Government
achieved a  upique distinction  of uniting  hoxpital
consullants, generisl practitioners, junior hospital doctors,
retired physicians, the whale nursing profession-—hardly 4
soul who can speak authoritatively for the NHS is not
opposed to the Government's proposals on the NS,

The tragedy is that there is much merit i 1he
GovernmenCs propasals. A good deal of ot should be
introduced. A more cost-effective Health Service is in the
interests of all of us. There needs (o he greater mediond
nudit - something not always liked by the medicul
profession. I have long argued in this plice for its
extension to fumily practice as well ws o the hospital
service,

There s much 10 be said for more el choice, of
cnabling patients 16 go  ouiside their district health
authority where there may be ¢ long wailing list, o
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another district health authonity with no waiting, The
money should follow the patient, [Hon. Mexnixs: “ear,
hear.”} Conservative Members cheer because they seem ta
believe the publicity of the Secretary of State for Health
which says that somchow this choice in nvailnhle to
patients. 11 is not. [Hos, Memeers: "1 s} Na. Under the
proposed system, il the patients’ geseral practiioner hay
decided not (o have a practice budset - doscters in a small
pructice will noteven be allowed o do that- paticnts and
Gil's will be told fewhich hoespital they yust go by their
distrist health guthonty, which will have sreanped o
cantracy with thit hospital. Pationts do oo howe the rigght
to o oiside their health authority area. They dev ot e
ke vighe fo choose. One of the major prebloms with the
fegislution is that it constricts the freadom of chnice of the
patient and the general practitioner 1o go to the hospital
that they chuose al the time that they wan),

The Prime Minister is keen for this right to be extended

to thare only in privaie practice. We know her view on
health services. In fuirness 10 her, she does not hide her
views on most matiers, On the day the Heslth Service
White Paper was published and the poor Secetary of S1ate
was due (o explain it, the Primye Minjster sald 10 me:
“those whas san offord 10 pay for themselves should not 1ake
hods from sthers.™  [Official Repart, 31 Tapuary 1989 Val,
144, o, 164}
The Prime Minister wants a two-ticr National Henlih
Service, Those people who can take out private health
msurance can choose 1o po ta the hospital they want at the
time they choose, as the right bon, Ledy wants, There will
be unother Health Service for those who do not 1ake om
private health insuranee, We know that that s what the
right hon, Lady wawts becausc she is the first Prime
Minister sinee the National Health Service came into being
o plve that old Right-wing Tory ideology the great
support of a 1ax concession {or private health Insurance.
Churchill was asked to do that immedistiely he beeame
Prime Minister in 195, and he wigely rejected i1, No
doubt, if Anthony Iiden had had the time, he might have
been put under shmiluy pressure. Harold Macmillan, Alee
Douglas-Ilome and the right bon. Member [or Old Bexley
andd Sideap (Mr, Heoth) all refused to give u tax concession
to people taking out private health insurance. Why! 1t iy
the karest way to d bwo-tier health service and to cxpund
the private health insurance scheme,

Of course, we aceept in a (rec sociely' there must be a
right to choose to pay privately. | would never take that
right awny indeed, we could not do so under the
Jiurapean convention on human rights. If is the same with
ecucation: onewust huve the right to opt out, Je it the role
of the stafe 1o encourspe people 1o opt oul, or should the
NHS be designed for all of us to use? That is the crucial
paint ahout the NS snd why the legislation is so
oficnsive, 1t tukes us down a route that effectively ceaxcs to
design the NHE for the whole population. I the Prime
Minister resists the chinllenge to her leadership, which we
hear will occur in the next few wecks, that will happen
gradually. Incidentally, } give the right hon. Lady an
odds-on chance of resisting thar challenge. Perhapy the
real statking horse will come not this year, but next year,
That s the challenge for which the Prime Minister must be
repdy. 1 still think that the Prime Minister is hkely (o win
the next general election i Lubour Members continue (o
wish to act on their own and avoid any {orn of
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cambination of Oppositian partis, Incidentally, the
ndiun opposition partics seem o urganise these matiess
vuther butiey,

Mr. Frank Haynes {Ashfield): Iy o)l very widl the righn
hon, Gentemag ynwpiog sbaut what the Lahour ey
should be duing to defiens the Government, but he rutied
on vs and left. This would not have happened if he had not
done that.

Dr. Owen: 1 am Datiered by the hon. Gentleman's belief
that il 1 had stayed in the Labour party in 1981 the
Conservatives would not have won the 1983 or 947
gengral elections,

Mr. Haynes: Thal ix the cause of all our problems,

Dr. Owen: The canse ol all your prohlems was that YOl
were unnble

Muadam Depnty Speaker (Miss Betty Boothroyd):
Order,

Dr. Oweas The rewson for all the Labour pany's
problems nat your problems, of vourse, Mudam eputy
Speaker  wus that it Jost the vonfidence of the elecrovre
on two fundamental issucs, the proper defence of this
country and this country's destiny within the Europoun
Communily. No onc who fought the 1979 clection on the
Lubour party's munifesto could with any honour have
fought the 1983 or 1987 eleciions on Labour's manifesio.
Lahour wis defeated then beoause of those chunges, but §
have begn defighted 1o see Yabnor change ity mind and
hegin 1o aseept the need for nuclonr Selerrence, o propes
defenca policy snd continued membership of the Puropean
Communiy.

Some of us have not chunged cur minds on the
questions of defence, forcign affairs or the Health Service.
One reason why [ attuck this Conservative Government is
what they are doing 1o the Natlonal Health Service and
that is why the Social Democrats will continne to stand for
the policies i which we believed before and afier 1981,
The National Health Service is a factor that unifies this
country; itis designed for cveryone. I people opt out, they
opt out, but the role of the Government is 1o embrace as
many people as possible. Nincty-five per cent, of people
use the family practitioner service.

b went o see o general praciitioner in the city of
Plymouth. 1shall not deccribe him further because § do not
want 1o enbarrass him. He is a lifclong Conservative, but
he described this legislation as “immoral™. 1 xaid that that
wis a tough description and T wus not suic that evey |
should say that. Me said that he could go for a practice
budget tomorrow hecsuse he had ull the computerised
services, efficicneics fnd skills, and that he might be driven
to do so beenuse that is what the legislation is gearad to
achicve. The temptation to do so is strong for o good
practitioner  because the aliernative--the direction of
where paticn)s shauld go—is draconian and unwelcome 1o
anybody committed to clinical [reedom. He said that he
would never vote for the Conservatives il they were to pul
that legislation on the stamiie baok.

long after people have forgotten about the privatisa-
tion of the waier supply or even about the poll tax, the
issua of the Mationa) Health Servics will he the Achillex
heel of this Government, and deservedly so. They will lose
millions of vates on this subject because the Nationsl
Health Service is dear to the people. They know that it
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needs More resources: it has been starved of rexourees by
successive Governments, Six per cenl. of our pross
dnmestic product is gpost on headth, whareas i it
Furopesn Community the average fs 76 por sent, $rneeds
not only & largs mmount of money, bt commitment. 1 i
fard te seuse wuy conppiiment frow » Prime Mindster whe,
whenever she peeds health sars, B fot propivéd 1o trusl the
NI for which she, as the Queen’s most kenior Minister,
is ultimately responsible.

There are many other uspects of the legislation that
would criticise,

Mr. Marlow: 1 have listened to the right hon.
Crentlemun’s good speech with » preat deéal of imterest, The
right hon, Ceatleman has suid thaleveryone in the Health
Serviee i against the Governmient’s reformos. Can he
expiain why KO hospitals  have opted o o
self-managing trusts?

Dr. Owen: That is ensy to explain, Plymouth distriat
health guthority cluims fn inchude one sich hospital. Yot
the bospiiat consulianis prssed 2 motion of censurgon the
distries health authority in Plymouth the other day, 1 held
& ballol anweag the hospilul consibanis and the
consullants rojreied the proposals by w mussive manrity,
The Conlederation of Health Service Iimployees, the
National and Locat Goversment Ofticers” Association und
e Matonsl Wstien of Public Lmployees have all
consalied thuir members in Plymonth snd they are all
againet the proposals. There is no majority for theat. Yol
this nuthority that Las been appointed over 10 yaurs by
Sanservative Minisiers nosw represents o substsntial gronp
of peaple, Whe we commitied Conservatives apart from
anything else, which has Jesided tist it wishes 10 show an
saterest in the coneept of o selbpoverning hospital

The Social Demoeratie party supports seif-governing,
sohools broause we beliove (hat sehonls are managenble
paits, Pupils eater at the age of T1und have 1o stoy until
the ape of 16, We know roughly whal percentage of pupils
at comprehensive schools are likely 1o slay on wntil theage
of 18 and we koow when the tern aie sel. However, it i
simost & contoudiction In fornt for @ hospital 1o be
self-governing. They canoot be dsolaved from the
communily services, Al e thrust of mademn hanlthy corn
funs been towards integrating the eommmunity services and
e famity pracitiouers with the hospdid serviges. Wehave
not done thint adequntely, bet all the movement s been
1o being ther together, Haspitals do not know wehiher i
patient will come into the secident and vmergensy teptie
af midnight or whether the opcrating theatre will he
opened at 2 sus ar 4 s, Fospital have no ides how loag
people whn eome in with an inguital herniie Moy stay. 131
some hospituls, they are treated ax oup-patienis, whereas #
there i & complicptian they tay siay farap lo 1Y days sl
i there 1 a serious complication then stay could beas long
s three weeks. The normad paramelers of management we
nad predictble, sx they arean schouls.

Another complicsting factor is the catchment arew, The
finn, Mesier for MNorthamptos, Nosih (Mr. Marhw)
knows 3 good dead about thin xubject, e knows, fost
exumiple, that 8 hospatal cannat distharps somebody from
day surgery waless he fv going baek oo panierd
peactitioner who sill take cove oV hinvsmt whe, prefarsfdy.
Jms y praciitioncr purse, anif W s ares where there iy a
mierlsan-wheels survier aud a homgs help servige foe Hw
elderly. The iden of the cronomics of the lospind Tusing

isoluted from the services in the community, such as the
social services and housing, and the family praciitioner
SErVice IR NIONSCuse,

Only the Prime Minister, who dous not use the MNational
Health Serviee, could have inueduced this legisiation.
Only the Prime Minister, who has been the chairman of the
so-called “review committee”, ceuld bave brought forward
ihis ridiculous propessl. She scoms geautinely o believe
thett i s the sume pld sty as the seibpoverning schaols,
When shie hears officials say that the idea is no{ on, she
ks et 1 is just the some old srpument that rhey give
her nhout the selfspoverning schaok. She has throst this
propasal {orward, Ministers and most of the Lonservative
Rack Uenchers knoaw thit it is nonsense, bul ey ure
saddled with the proposals.

Are Conservative Members prepured to mud{y the
propasals? §shall suggest o fow modifications. There i
provision i the B for health susts, which are @ good
jdes hesnuse they would give mere freedon: from Teeasury
eonirel than we have seen before, However, the new trusts
shoukt be introduced on o district health hasis. Bastetlaw
was the fired 10 pome forward with his sugpestion, and
there are maty others, We should stop the solf-goversing
pospitals dead o thoir wacks and make (be distriot bealth
anrthorities inte truslk, which would e 8 suasible redorm,
Those showld be a fow exposiments with GP badgets, hut
we shonld stop in ls tracks the iden thal the general
pruutitioner canvod refer (o the hospital thal by thinks hest
foor s patients and we should especially give paticnis the
right to insist that they can go nul ol their district bealth
sthority ares i they can be treated more quickly.
Mathiog would do more to free the rigidities ol 1be
waiting.list systam, which i one of the main sources ol
dissatisfaction,

As u result of interventians, 1 flave not been able (o
cover as many pieces of fegislation as § should have wished.
tn general, it is a regbag of legislation from a (3overnment
who sccm 1o have Jost their way, although yisople will
wrske o great mistake If thay assume thut this Gevernment
cannot recover. They face a difficult and dungerous
seonpne position, There it anaiety ahout whether we ¢
wanape 1o pull through withoat speculation against the
pound- of which there bas been a good dual in the pust
fow wenks (orcing snother inlerssl rate rise ov'a further
devilustion—as  has  sirendy bhapponed agsingt the
deuteehimark -wisich will foed through into inflation, The
key cponomic parsmeter which will derermine the ature of
ik Government and thetr chanees at the nex elaction 18
infhstion, There is no doubt that futerext raies will come
down and inflation will probably come dowa s well, tun
fhe pxtent 16 which wnd the manner in which it comes
down are crucial.

We naw hear fram the chairman of the Conservitive
parly - who is paid by alf ol us to be the chairman  {HoN
Mimiegs: “He is not,”] Tam delighted to withdraw that
remark.

Mr. Norman Tebbit (Chingford): | should emphasise,
pot Teast frem my own experivnce, that the chairman of the
Ulengcrvitive parly receives no iy Hom the axpayer and
s ot praid wx n Minister, He wis potin iy day, nor it
day of my predecessors.

D, Owen: | withttraw that remark. 1 do not thiok that
ihe ghairman of (he Conservative paty should be in the
Cahinet, but that is a personal question. He should not be
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paisd by the lxpuyes o Jave Goverament ests und pesks,
However, T am sire that that toe does ot sply te the
chiirman ol the Conservative party and 1 an sore that ol
his expenges are pod by the Conservative purty, us thuy
shivald b,

Theshairmun of the Conservative party has wld vs thal
an gleetion is unlikely ontil 1982 1 still belicve 1hnt
stopping the Government’s Tealth Serviee reforms is the
crmvial peditioal fssie between now and the aexi clection,
and their reforms are one ol the ressons why, abewe all,
they de not deserve to continte in government afler the
next genernl dlection. The Labour party, the Liberal
Democrats and owsclves should weigh thin curefully
hefore we &1 our normal purlianentary and Jirlisan
divisive poliies allow the Conservatives In winagain sn 42
per vent. of the vols They should 50t have o majority in
this Hodse, Wetalk aboim vights and responsibifitios in this
House, Wiheee were s Thie sepresentation in the Chamber,
the Prime Minister would nat have wn pverall maiority,
Thoe would be 60 SDF Members and K0 Liberal
Members, and the Government wonld not have a
majority.

I ds in the Labour pary's Ducrests that tle voiing
systern of this conntry should be shanged, but above all it
is in the interests of the peaple of this country. In the same
way, 1 as dn their inferests thitt tiere should be a Nl of
Rights to muke the Ewopean convention on hurman rights
Jjusticiable in rhe canrts of this countsy,

Fhe smaller paviiee—1 melnde the sationelists and the
Ulster Unionists cun contribute much (o the politivs of
this colimry. Oine sign of the way in which television ik
is Jikely 10 be carved up in this House is thay, duspite
having a time affocation from 2,30 poy 1o 5 pim todpy, the
Front Bengh spokesusen sunpged 16 foigh their gpeeches
alter the relevision comeras live brondensts hud been Pt
oul, We miake no compluint aboutthat, bt no douk 3t i
the sort of managemvest of wfiiss which we shall see Tairly
vonsisiently over the next couple of years. However, we
have 3 confribition to make 16 e Mouse snd coaniry atd
our yolos will be hourd,

Madam Depury Spenker: Duc 1o the Iargs number of
Members wishing (0 partivipate in this debute 1 was about
fo ask that sposches should be limited  voluntarily.
However, itis neaving 6 o'clovk and My, Speaker has ruled
that speeches between 6 pan and K pm should he timited (o
19 minutes.

5.5) pm

Mr. Kefth Speed (Ashford): | hape that the right hon.
Meumber for Plymouth, Devonpost {91, Owen) will gy
melf T do not follow him down the byways of 1he Natlorl
Huslih Servics, 1 unthely sgree with the fisst part of his
spegch, which dealowith the trapivc vietims of deugarelaied
necideants. 1 think that he carvied most of the House with
Ly,

While ! weleome the Ciracious Speech, 1 believe that it
wus shorier Uis year than ariginally imended. 1 do net
helieve that all our problems are solved by passing more
aid more legistation, as I we wore sn enormouy factary
charning ont spustges. When we are in opposition we
atways gy that we shall prodise ess Jegintation, nod when
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WO HIG I govessment we lurn out more and meve, | am not
swre that this improves the lot of our fellow citizens or their
sporlity of hife.

Teduy we huve besn speaking uy pensval i shou
rights, Ireedom and responsibilition. Thure we e
Freedoms: intemationg! snd domesrie, § wehnsme whut ig
happening in the warkd, partculardy in sostern Bivape.
astabllity and the eollspee of the Comnunist empsire i
wslern Durope fuve beon welcomed today, President
Rusl held out o Loge Bamd 1o Gorbachey bt hat
instubilivy mewns it thene will be dangers over thi vest
Bwen Lo thite youes,

H Mr. Gortbaghev cannot deliver some coenatnie
reformse-there ase sipns thal be cnnot ut the O

renctioniry slements in the Soviel Union or elseschere
may seize the wind of apportsily to star sschiel with
the West, Therefors, us the Oueen's Spwech stied, this ix
3 e for mamntaiming our defeners by Huving cool hepds
and 8 elear vislon, while king & full paer in the
disarmnment talks, partientarly in Viewna, so that, in siep
with the other countries of pastern Europe and the Warsow
praict, we shall be able i reduce our lanks, wiiliory, frungs
and, eventunlly, our nudewr weapons and noval foress,
Bather this yeur, muny people weloomed the great
advanees sad investnent 1aking place i Ching, However,
events in May in Tianannies square showed Uil we nrust
tuke notldng for pranted snd remnin cosl.

My right hon. and kewrned Friend the Home Sevretary,
i his excellomt speech, snd a number of ather heu,
Members mentioned domestic seennity, Peophe certaindy
wanl seeurily wod 1o be able 1o wall about the streets, As
the right fon, Member for Birmdngham, Sparkheook (Mr,
Hantersley) said, they wam w0 b gble W use prablic
ransport, whether buses, Walns or tube traing. The stilf of
public transport, as woll oy the passengers, wimt the
security and confidence (o po wboat Uieir business withom
heing mmpged, attackedf or threnicned,

Fshull throw g slightly dilterent Hght an this issue from -
that which we have seen 8o fae in the debate, The (Fueen’y
Bpecch referred specifically 1 the regeneration of pur
eities, One resson for the erinie wave which we fuee is the
vonflicts which ordinary citizens, wheihiee younp or not se
young, have 1o face, Gralliti diminishes the guality of bl
for ws all. 1t is purt of s environment which SHCOMTH LS
twlesencas, mindless violenee and vandalism, 1t cun be
estremsely danporous for those who perpeirie i1, A
number of young people have heen tragically killed on the
Londun Undarpround, British Bail snd elrowhere, B fu
not, las, sonfined o this country, as travellers Lo Europe
and piher paris of the world will testily.

Prinee Churles hus relereed 8 number of times to the
shorteamings of firitish architects, and | #gree with im,
However, u bigger shortcoming is that not only da modern
housey, terraced bouses and 008 soom (o be desighesd sa
that they are not insulated apning changes of Banperaiore:
their insulation ugainst noise appears to be non-existent,
Cur fellow citizens often bave o pul up with smisery snd
deprivation when ving in wodern buildings, sometimes
privarely owned, often cownil owsed, They da not need o
worry about switching on the volume of their own
television sol beosuse they can hear the sct two or three
blogks down, That 1S not good vnough nod we shostd e
able tn vope with the problem by Introducing building
ropulations 1o enswre better design. How Js it that the
Gearginns, with their Guiber-framed houses of 200 yeurs
#ges seem (o hawe had better siandards of thermal sipet
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