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\ paymeant to all those infectad with

HEPATITIS C CAMPAIGN

The Haemaophilia Society has launched a campaign for
Government help for people infected with the hepatitis €

virus.

Spesking at 1he launch  Society
Crairman Tha Rev Preb Alan Tanner
said:  "Ower 3,000 pszople  with
hazmophilia have been infected with
this potantially life-threatening virus
through treatment with clotting factor
rancentrates bafore 1986 and over 40
have died. They weare infected in exact-
Iy the same way as aver 1,200 people
with haemaophilia contracted the HIV
wirus - throwgh treatment with contam-
inated blood products, Yet while thoss
infacted with HIY receive financial help
Iram the Government those with hep-
atitis © racelve nothing.”

The campaign objectives are:

& More equitable treatment in finan-
cial terms between those peapla
with haemephilia infected with
hapatitis © {HCY) through contami-
nated blood products and those
irfected with HIV through centami-
rated blocd products, specifically:

An across the board ex-gratia

HCY threugh contaminated blood
praducts,

Access 1o a hardship fund for those
who booome ill and the depen-
dants of those who die.

As a matter of urgancy, payments
to those wha are already 1! and the
dependants of those who have
ded

Adequate resourcas [or haamophil-
ia centres to enabla them to
provide the best possible treatment
and care for poople  with
haemophilia and hepatitis,

Adequste rascurces for research
inta the prognosis and treatment of
HCW.

A public cducalion programme
that provides resssurance ahout
the methads of transmizsion of
hepatitis C and sxplaing that
ordinary social contact is not a
means of transmission.

NOW LAUNCHED

In addition to the campaign the Sociely
has been aciive on other hepatit’s
matters. It has been successful in
persuading the Government to give
soma funding to support research into
the effacts of living with hepatitis C,
There are plans to employ a researcher
for six monihs to investigate the
effects of hapatitis C an people with
hasmaophilia.

The Socisty has also recelved the new
guidelings on the disgnosis and
management of chronic [fver diseasa
in haemophilia from the Hacmophilia
Centra Diractors” Organisation,

Commenting on  the guidelines,
Graham Barker Dirgctor of Services Tor
the Scciety said: “The Society
walcamas the publication of the
guidelines, particularly the recommen-
dation that consultant liver specialists
are involved in treatmant. “A factor o
consider is that to fallow the guidelines
will probably cost the health zervics
mora. The Society will be writing to
Health  Authority  purchasers (o
highlight the need for them to assign
sufficient budgets.”

Edna Griffiths and her family
have been busy raising money
for the Saciety.

A tombola heid last July raissd £200,
and a social evening with a sponsored
head shave held in Movember raised
£1,7100.

The Merseyside "100° Club is now in
its second year, and has raised £600.
Although 100-slrong, they are on the
look-aut for new maembers so thal they
can increase their prize values and,
ponseguently the money they raise. So
if anyone is intarssted in owinning
monay and, in doing so, raizing money
for the Sociely, contact Merseyside
Group chairman Roger Kirman.
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