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Al-Craeda cells in
Seotiand, warns top cop
“We're as much a
rerrortst targel as
London®

By Wail Mackay, Home
Affairs Editor

arts visinnary Demarco
faces ruin as council
calls in bailifis for

ES0, 000 seist

After a lifetime
commitked to the arts,
Lhe “soul ol the
Festival' could see his
priceless archive
braken up ... because
of an unpaid rent bill
By Jenifer Johnston
and Elizabeth
MoMeekin

Birthday baaties gifted
a lifeldine
By Alan Crawford

Borders on Ridiculows,
Bryan Burnett's Kpees
& The Tartan Gravy
Train

Alan Taylar's Diary

Brain test research
finds key to mentai
illness

SCAns mean
breakthrough for
people prone Lo
schizophrenia

fiy Lian McDougall,
Health Correspondent

Coalition Taces summer

of sptits ane rebellion
By Douglas Fraser,
Folitical Editor

Dunblane father calls
on Blatr to back arms
control

By James Hamilton

Guinness stautly
defands the pub as
Ireland stubs aut
smoking

By Liam $cDougall,
Health Corpespandent

Hurnan clone maverick
plans UK clinic Tor

chaasing sex of baby
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Infected hepatitis victims "blackmailed’ to drop court =]
claims =
print

By Liam McDougall, Health Correspondent

DYING patients infected with hepatitis © will be forced to sign a waiver preventing legal action
agairst government ministers and the NH3 before being cligible for a payout for their suffering.

& leaked document reveals thal more than 3000 people in the UK, including 550 in Scotland, who
centracted the deadly liver discase thraugh contaminated blood products will have to give a
written promize nol to sue or they will lose their claim to a £20,000 governmant payment.

The award, announced in January by health secretary John Reid and Scottish health minister
Malcolm Chishalm, was said at the time to be an "ex-gratia payment” given "on compassionate
grounds®.

Howewer, the internal Scottish Lxecutive briefing paper reads: "People who receive payments
under the scheme will he asked to sign an undertaking not to institute proceedings against the
MHS or ministers in relation to their having been ‘nfected with hepatitis € from blood, bleod
products ar tissue received from the NHS before September 15917

The revelation has caused outrage among campaigners, politicians and lawyers acting for hundreds
of sufferers whe are poised to have their cases heard by the courts.

The campaign for compensation has been running for more than 20 vears. Since patients were
infected through contaminated blood products in the Late 19705 and early 19805, more than 1000
have died.

Philip Dolan, chairman of the Scettish Haemaophilia Groups Forum, whe contracted hepatitis C, said
many Ccampaigrers would fEfUSE ta sign the waiver. °I for one w1ll rot be signirg anything that stops
the facts from being heard.*

The waiver was also condemned by Frank Maguire, the lawyer who s acting for around 140
sufferers in Scotland. He said: "it's very convenient for politicians because it closes up any maore
civil claims. If it succeeds, the issue will not be isoked at because they will have bought them all
off. They are trying to bury it.™

David Davidson MSP, the Conservative’s health spokesman, branded the situation “scandalous™. He
said he would be writing ta Chmhnlm te demand an explanation for the action. Shona Raotrison, the
5MP health spokeswornan added: "I is outrageous. This cannat be maraliy right. "
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