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Follow-up to meeting between Ministers and the Irish Health Minister

1. Thiz submission follows the meeting between PS{C) and the Irish Health Minister, Mr
Noonan, on Thursday 25 January. §am writing to provide a draft follow-up lefter and aide-
memoire of the meeting which PS(C) may like to consider sending to Mr Noonan,

2. The draft Jetter lists the Four particular areas for cooperativn which were agreed at the
meeting between PS(C) and Mr Noonan: on the Hepatitis O look-back programmes; continuing
conperation on specialist medical training: on drugs issuest and on the EU High Level
Dommittee on Health, The aide-memoire has been informally diseussed with officials in the
Irish Department of Heslth and they bave no difficoliles with its content,

3. The side-mempire includes the relevant contacts within this Department, and cosperation
with the Irish Depariment of Health will be taken forward gt offivial fevel. The draft letter
also gives My Bavrnes as & general contect point for communication between the 1wo
Departments on other issugs.

Nick Fahy
IRZA
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DRAFT

Mr Noonan T
Minister for Mzalth
Depariroent of Health

Republic of reland

Mooting 25 January

i am very ghad that you were able to come o London on 26 danuary. | was a protiuctive and
heipful meeting, and thank you for advising us of some of your plans for your EU Fresidency. |
englose an aide-mamoire of the mesting - please let me know if there is anything which does not

reflect your understanding of our discussions.

We agreed fowr particular arsas for fulurg cooperation: on the Hapatitis C lookback programmes;
continuing sooperation on specialist medical fraining: on drugs issues; and on the High Level
Committee on Health. The names and details of relevant officials here are included with the aide-
memoire. As discussed, Jack Barnes will write to Mr O'Dwysr on communicable diseases - he could
also act as our general contact point for communication betwesn the two Departments.

f ook forward to buliding further on our good refations, and my best wishes tor your Presidency. i
there are any areas in the fulure whers cooperation would be usehd, either bilaterally or multiaterally,
we would be only ton happy 1o help.

JOHN BOWIS
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Aide-memoire
Meeting Thursday &5 Jerwary 19906 between Mr Noonan and Mr Bowis

Minigler Noonan HMinister for Health, redand
Mr ODwyer  Secrefary

Or Tierney Ohief Medical Offficer

Ms Kenny Special Adviser

M Goodman  Private Seorefary

Minister Bowis Parliamentary Under-Secretory of State for Heallh, UK

Dr Calman Chief Medical Officer

i Metters Ceputy Chiot Madical Qfficer

Mr Barnes Head of international and Industry Didsion
Ms Lockyer Head of Heslth Promotion {2} branch

Mr Lapsioy Privaie Secretary

My Fahy Internationst Relations ranch

1. Wirister Bowis opened the meeting by welcoming Minister Noonan and W party to London, and
hoped that this meeling could builld on the alrsedy good working relalions between the countries at
all levels, for example in the WHO. Minister Noonan also hoped that this meating could build on
exigting good relations, and mendiongd current work with the Northern reland Office o improve
bealth for the whote island.

Blood

2. Minister Noonan then moved on to blood issues. There had been a number of ingidents which
had caused concern over blood safety in particular, and the Minister was siming for progress under
ihe lrish Presidency in taking forward work on blood follewing the Reseolution o bood safety andg
saif-sutficiency agreed by the Health Council on 2 June 1885, This would not mean major new
initiatives, but rather starting a process towards European Union protocols on blood salety stantards
ant sol-guficioncy.

3. Dx Metters agreed with the overall objectives but also felt that these had to be achieved in the
cortext of the evolving natrs of blood safety questions and of differences in sclentific views on
these questions. The EU could build on work done by the Oouncil of Europe, possibly in a binding
requlatory ramework. Minisier Noonan agreed, and suggested that EU licensing reguistion might
also be extended to cover whole blood as well a8 blood produsts. I was agresd that B would be
usahul 10 exchange knowledge regarding the Hepatitis © lookback programmes urklerway in eash
country.
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Spacialist Modical Training

4. Minister Noonan introduced the guestion of the regognition of rish medical qualifications. Oy
Tierney said that on both main agspects of this issue (the recognition of igh qualifications and easy
movement for training) the principles had been established and only the details remained o be
worked out - D Calman supported this. Both Ministers welcomed the work being done on this issus

and the ongoing cooperation (o ensure the funclioning of tha systerm in practice.

Brugs

5. Minister Noonan made clear that drugs issuss will be a theme of Irish EU Presidency, and that in
particular the Health Councll would need to be acting (i it had not done s already) on demand-side
measures. Minister Bowis agresd that it was szsential 0 have measures on il aspects of drug
misuse integrated and working together. In discussion, the following paints were made:

~ poatasy was 3 cenfral concern throughout both nations, Education was a key part of the
UK strategy, action was being faken both in schools gt general public awareness. The UK was
commissioning research into this area and would b happy 1o share results with reland.

-~ there was a hard drug problem in Dublin and Frish authorities had been pointed toward
Edinburgh as an example of a good approach. It was agreed that Edinburgh was a good point of
reference particularly on needle sharing and involvement of GPs,

- the irish Government wag currently drafting a general memorandum on drugs issues, and it
was agrend that it would be helpful for British and Fish officials to ligise and shars expertise,
including on possible external gvalugtors for the irigh Governmeant 10 work with,

It was agreed that drugs would continue 1o be an area where reland and the UK should continue to

cooperate.

Internationsd bapith matiors

5. 8 ODwyer outiined the major health themes for the bish Presidency as agreed al official level
with the Commission;

- blood. As discussed above.

- mental health and the oldarty. This followed signals of the imporiance of these issuss from
the European Parliament {particularly on the example of Alzheimer's diseasel A conference might
bre organised 1o fook at what steps could be taken.

- the High Lewed Committee on Health. The work pn future dirsction and handling of EU
health matters would be taken forward. The Commities might also be given formal slatus if the
Commission Legal Services gave thelr agreement. My Barnes suggested that there were certain
direstions which would not be appropriste for discussion (such as health service provision rather
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than disease prevention). It was agreed that Mr O'Dwyer and Mr Barnes would laise 1o discuss
thess issuss.

Futwe cooperation

7. 1t was agreed that both bilatoral and mudtilateral cosperation should continus and this was

walcomed by both sides. Mr Barnes mentioned the perticular expertise in the UK on communicable

dizeases which could be used at 3 Europaan lovel, and agresd 10 write to Mr ODhwyer on thiz point,

Action

8. Particular areas for cooperation and further work agraed at the meeting were:

- exchanges of information regarding the Hepatitis © lookback programmes;

- angoing conperation on specialist medical fraining:

~ exchanges of information on drugs issues, In particular on UK research and evaluation of
action on drugs;

- discussion of the work being undertaken by the High Level Commitise on Health,

The UK will also wilte regarding expertise on commuricable diseases in the UK.

Department of Health
February 1996
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Contact points on apecific subjects

Hepatitis G lookback programmes Dr A Rejman; GRO-C
Ongoing cooperation on Specialist Medical Mr Robin Naysmith, GRO-C
Training

Exchanges of information on drugs issuss Ms L Logkyer; GRO-C |

High Level Committes on Health Mr J Barnes;) GRO-C
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