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It has been agreed to issue relevant papers on blood safety 
between 1970 and 1985 to Lord Archer=s independent inquiry into 
contaminated blood and blood products (MS(PH)'s letter of 22 May 
refers, attached). This submission is to advise you that the first 
tranche of papers has been prepared for release, and is for 
information only. 

2. Immediate. We plan to issue the papers to Lord Archer's inquiry 
team tomorrow, 14 June. 

Background 

3. On .22 May the Department released a Review of documents 
relating to the safety of blood products 1970-1985 (non-A, non-B 
hepatitis). The documents referenced in the review were issued to 
Lord Archer's independent inquiry at the same time and have since 
been placed on the Freedom of Information (Fol) pages on the OH 
website with the Review. 

4, The Review identified over 4,000 documents held in unregistered 
files of which 56 were released with the review. It was agreed at the 
time of publication that the remaining documents would be prepared 
and released to the inquiry at monthly intervals. 
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5. We have prepared the first batch of documents and will be issuing 
them on Thursday 14 June, with the covering letter at annex A. The 
documents will be placed with the other papers on the OH website 
once they have been scanned, in around two weeks. There will be a 
new front page on the OH website summarising our Fol 
commitment to releasing the blood safety papers, with links to 
earlier relevant reports and documents. 

6. This release comprises the first 20 of a total of 101 files that we airn 
to prepare and issue. Documents are being prepared for release in 
the order in which they are held in files, and consequently are not in 
strict date and subject order. As an additional check, we will be 
inventorisuig the remaining registered files that may have < bearing 
on this issue, with the aim of identifying any remaining papers that 
may need to be issued to meet the Departments commitment. 

7. The documents now to be issued cover a number of areas related 
to haemophilia and blood products other than nor -A, nor,-B 
hepatitis (on which we have released all papers to coincide with the 
review on 22 May). The areas covered include: 

HIV./ ID . 
self-sufficiency: 
hepatitis and hepatitis B; 
BPL redevelopment. 

Issues to note 

8. The weight of documentation being released makes it impossible to 
predict every issue that may arise. However, during the period 
covered by these papers (197519 85) there was considerable 
discussion of the redevelopment of BPL with the aim of making the 
UK self-sufficient in blood products. This included consideration of a 
partnership with private industry, to establish whether. BPL could be 
replaced or supplemented by private enterprise to supply the NHS 
with its needs in blood products. This option was not pursued, as 
the Government of the day opted to fund a redevelopment of BPL 
as 

a 

public enterprise. These papers could provoke some interest, 
given current discussions about the future of BPL, but on balance 
we consider it is preferable to release them as historical documents, 
in line with our commitment, and let them speak, for themselves. 

9. We are resisting external requests to the Department to search for 
papers on particular topics to release or comment upon while this 
process is in tra€n. This is perfectly in line with Pot once a 
reasonable publication timetable 

has 

been announced. Our general 
line is that all papers relating to this subject are in, or being placed 
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in, the public domain', and repeating earlier DR responses 
regarding decisions on blood safety during this period, 

10. That you note this release of papers planned for tomorrow 14 June, 
meeting the Department's commitment to issue documents in line 
with Fol at monthly intervals, and the handling lines at paragraphs 8 
and 9 above. 

Linda Page 
Review of Blood Safety Documentation HPlH&SD HP(lD&BP) 
517 Wellington House ext,' GRo-C 
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