25 .

%LL. l"t\L‘U f LN Hbts ULl —aus~Dids VO s AU IV L wv v avd s 1 e

J10rs piengs. NIEI0 PRa o ag

—Him o
S@ ¥
CHTM 3 0630 !ﬁL.lb.QO:

poay: RADIO ¢:

VETER HOBDAY:

; The battle by British haemophiliacs to win oompensation fOr
ng infected with the AIDS virus through blood given on the
tional Health goes on. The judge in the cese wants both sides
give, s he put it, anxious consideretion to finding a
.mpromiéé{?'lﬁis even being suggested this morning that because
he Secrétéfi'of"State, Kenneth Clarke, refuses to provide more

o pensation be @ fnow been fsolated by the health authorities who
o}
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gether with local authorities sre prepared to cut elsewhera to
srovide the money.

The' difficulty hinges on whather compensation would be
'dmitting negligence, though Hsrriet Harman, the Labour health
& okesmgn,bwanta ta introduce a bill soon that would make these
5 yments part of what g called a8 no fault deal. But this apart

2 .-#ily;zmq-nw

LZzo act, well the Health Secretary 1s on the phone now. Good
%acrning Mr Clarke.

FXT HON KENNETH CLARKE MP:

: Good . morning.

i The:first qdéstion has to be, have you been isolated by the
health authorities?

L No, I'm afrsid thegze stories in The Mail On $unday &nd in
“ha Sunday Times were both completely untrue. I did have a
5f-"eetirag with ‘Bruce Martin, who's the chairsman of the North
yWestern: Regional Health Authority, who speaks for the hsalth

;authorities on this sort of subject lest week. We hed s long

%at the end that the Government should meke no offer in the legsl
%fproceedinga.

¢ quhgve:dtﬂcouree slready acted on the moral obligation by

%makinq,£34f&ill;onf¢Vailable now to the haemophiliacg to be paid
E%out,»atiiéésfrzo;ooo to all of them and more to others. And the
[ newspapers praised ma for increasing that sum before Christmas,
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d are now criticising me for conducting the legal proceedings
theut actually stumping up more.
H: ' :

SRR ‘53717"";‘?519 G (" A A B 8 e
wEy

But:ﬁt'éﬁe"e#mé time, 88 you Know, the haemophiliacs
emselves*éte;séeking much more than round about £20,000 a head.
d the other argument is not only are they seeking it, they need
quick decision on this because unfortunately so many of them
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¥ell 1it's @ horrendous situstion, and they're all in a
Bragic posifibﬁ,‘whicb 18 why it is so difficult to handle it,
_}:d why it' 8 annoying when completely untrue stories emerge. The
jirst tning 13, how do we face up to the particular personal
i-sition}of_the haemophiliacs? £10 million was made evailable t»n
em 8 long time agoe, I reised that to £34 million before
ristmaé;;i_$5idIWe would keep that undexr review.

5 Now; oéer*éﬁd'above that the haemophiliaes have chosen to
iring a legal action, making cleims of negligence egainst
vernments - “both tre last Lasbour Government and tha present
ne - against.;ha”health suthorities, against the liecensing
5uthoritiésj’éven sgainst the doctors who were treating them,

;nd unfortunate Y as they were given tha best treatment possible
ﬁn the then state of medical Xnowledge they don't actuslly, in my
?pinion, have & olaim.

i Now, T belseve the best way of proceeding i8 to sccept that
ihe public and ‘the Government want to scknowledge their speoisl ’
ituation, lock at the 34 xillion we've slready made available,
;eep that under review s I've always ssid, But I really can't i
faave the heglth suthorities having legal actions brought against ;

rx

R SR

: Though the 4udge in the cese, Mr Justice Ognall, did say, Mr
[T1arke, that he urged both sides to what he said *"give enxious
;;onsideration to finding a compromise." He, {n 8 sense, was sort

34 sgying.'look,;aettle out of court, end settle quickly,” wasn't
= DL s
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- well he gave that... he wrote that letter some months ago,
%~d he said-a numbér of other things. And I think he accepted

=
oy

"gf =
iy harrOwing experience for everybody concerned.

3

: Butgfbé'ré&étion,... well we have alreedy met that. I think

iie judgé'héd'fOrgbtten, with respect, when he wrote that that we

! slready made money available which had nothing to do with the
Isagal claims and that we had said we would keep that money under
Boview. The,juégs.was talking about settling an action, bv which

s means settling it according to the ordinary risks of |
%- igatioﬁf”'ahd'frarkly I think the judge, plainly by the tone

% ainst'everybody one_can think of connected with the history of
:13 tr&gic matter are unlikely to succeed.

_ A _fi,t;.éil'i thought to you, Mr Clarke, isn't this really... the
Broblem is that the mihute the conversation movas into what is
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a moral obligatioq’ These people are suffering through no
Eault of their own, many of them have little time to live, and it
Ecems unseemly o! a Governmant to quibble, just giva them the '

: No,iiikérééﬁéith all that. The moral obligation's never {

geen argued sbout, and we have made the money avallable. We pay f
gt to a body oalled the MacFarlane Trust, and they haven't used |
[ the 3¢ million we made available. It was the claimants who |
gent law, 1t ia solicitors who are pressing the present action, :
4 it really does not make sense to go off onto a separate
ading saying that “despite there's no fault you should pay ‘
i7aQal compensation. _ !
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; Tbefe;efe'very many pedple ligtening to this programme who
dre terminslly 111 with cancer, who are chronically sick and
%isabied;ﬂkbo'feqe»the risk of life because of real dieease, many

ompensation without fault to all those paople. If you asked why
},-t yourg: heart would tell you it would be very nice {f you
ithould, bup your head will tell you it is simply not possible.
Eha unique ‘-h;vtépre;_»of' thip cage we have recognised with the £34
%illion we've alteady made gvailable to haemophiliacs, but we
Ban't tell the Health Service to sbandon its legal dafence to
3egal actions ‘brought against it by this particular group.

Mr Clarke,'thank you.

MacGREGOR: -

: Well with me 1s the General Secrstary of the Haemophilia
goeiety, David Hatters. Mr Watters, you heard what Kenneth
§1arke said., Now, first of all, are you disappointed that he
graid thet the story sbout health authorities perhaps providing
ioney sep&rately fcr victimg is untrue?

AVID WATTERS: .~

I'm- th gltogether sure that 1 believa Mr Clarke when he
saye thét;.be¢ause on Friday &nd Saturday he denied that meetings
ad takeh place, end wa're in the gituation where we have 8 true
tory which unfolds gradually,

My

So you beliave that some health suthorities may be pxepared
0 make gome sort of payment?

W*“g,(’*\:-z BCEE G Yl
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I g;:mlyvbelieVa'that,‘yes.

Can you tell us why?

B o s

; Because they Bée it as much more morally distinct than Mr
ilarke doés. Mr Clerke's very worried about the principles of
-eaw, 1 think that the community is very worried about the
nrinciplﬂ of people suffering, and people dying.
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I would imagihe that the Department of Health 1a also
Forried that if therse were, in a sense, an open door to paying
%uge amodnfsfof compensation that they would actually have to cut
;-ck on‘QAhy“ot'théir capital projects, .In fact they've said

% at larga compensation would mean that at least three large

ital projects would have to be stopped altogether.,

'é-_— p
. W S
5 That‘vould be if coapensation was paid by that route. There

M T
Mr Clarke seid that at least £20,000 was alresdy availadble
rough the MecFarlane Trust, how much more would gome of tha
semophilisca who have contracted the HIV virus be prepared to
=cept do you think? How much arée they aiming at?
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ﬂe11"1°can’tvreally gey, but all I cen say is that over a
@ar ago the lewyers were putting tha figure at something in the
egion of £100 000 each. Of course £20,000 falls very fer short
£ that, £20 000 48 not a life changing sum Of money.

.M : o :
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weil}ifdoﬁ’ﬁ'think either you or I, or Peter indeed,
;tectad1mucﬁ“ah;£t of emphasis in Mr Clarke when he spoke
arlier. ' ‘What are your tectics going to be now? When the House
'aturns for the new gession of Farlisment, is thig going to be
rought‘upjih the'Commons?

Oh yes indeed. Thera 18 already 8 very large number of
estions tabled from MPs from all sides of the House, MPs from
11 sides of. the House will be receiving letters from all my
genbersg in the next few days, as will Kenneth Clarke and Mrs
atcher.s And we'll ‘be having & meeting in the House of Commong
an the_very nesar zuture.
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Well David Watters, thank you. I think Kenneth Clarke is
%t111 on: the line, end hes heard what you have said. Mr Clarke,

Well I’m;saddened'that he was disinclined to believe me. It

n't true that 1 ever denied any meetings took place, it is
fortunately the cese that the stories In the newspapers were

true. ;1 respaect everybody's motives, but people who believe

ey havézaﬁvefy»qcod cause sometimas run somé very bad storles,
far as the moral claim is concerned I do think, as we said,

£34 million renaing under review but it hasn't been gpent

e
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As far as the legal claim i8 concexrned it was the
-emophilia Sociaty who choose to go to law, and I really think
you or I were §ued, Miss MacGregor, we would expect to be

i lowed at_leést to discuss it with our lawyers, we wouldn't
pect to be told we must pay up whatever sum of money is ssked
fvom the plaintiffé; even in a harrowing and tragic case of this
£ind, becauée'the Heqlth Servica could have a lot of other
;ﬁrrOwing end tragio cases behind it, and I have to wéigh up all
e competing pressures from every part of the Service for money.

HERS S TR R

Mr Ciétka, Mr Watters, thank you both.
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