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Dear Dr Rehman . c
. (.
HEPATITIS C LOOKBACK

At the last meeting of the ad hoc working party I promised to look at the feasibility of testing
the stored serum samples from the period January 1990 to the end of August 1991, to
consider whether there may be some way of avoiding testmg those donations from donors
who had subsequently attended and been tested.

The short answer is that there is no easy way of identifying such donations, and by far the
most straightforward way of undertaking this exercise, in the Edinburgh centre at any rate,
would be simply to thaw and test the samples, as they are frozen in microtitre trays and this
would preserve a high degree of sample identification. For this region the testing would entail
expenditure of approximately £200,000 for test kits, and approximately 1,000 man hours of
over time would be required, equating to approximately £10,000. It would be reasonable to
extrapolate these figures to the whole of Scotland, and therefore somewhere around
£1,000,000 would be necessary. By extrapolating from our pilot studies, I would guess that
this would lead to the detection of around 60-70 living recipients who received HCV infected
blood.

Yours sincerely
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