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I ern grateful for the c re'rettsive reply which you have given and for the reassurance that it provides. I regard confidence in the effectiveness of these testing arrangements as a matter of the first importance. That confidence must start with Ministers. Although you have ~3t acknowledged it, I hope that you regard ;1ty letter of 18 October as a c' x> ac cti.ve contribution to its establisrtrl>etlt. At that time, and I understand.th.at much has been done since, my officials were not able to satisfy rre during a personal briefing (as yours had been unable to satisfy them) that all was well. I have made it clear that I e!cpect any further doubts to be drawn to my attention should that be necessary, 

Far from eee;cing to diminish Governn*xjt'a 
achieve 

Ti tt in providing mass screening, my intention was to establish that the achievement was real and not illusory, I am as glad to rejoice in the former, as I should have been disappotnted to be pilloried for the latter. 
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