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Thank you for your letter of 22 August about the UK view of
furopean self-sufficiency in blood products. I am sorry for the
delay in replying. A short statement of the UK's position is

attached.
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BUPPLY OF BLOOD PRODUCTS: THE UK VIEW

Since 1976 it has been governwent policy that the UK with its
long tradition of voluntary blood donation should be self-
sufficient in hlood products. This position is entirely
consistent with the more recent decision by the EC to promote a
policy of compunity self-sufficiency based on voluntary blood

donation,

At the same time, ¥inisters accord great importance to the
principle of clinical freedom. Where therefore a doctor decides,
in the light of the available cliniecal 1nf0xm4tfen, that a
par&}cular pxaﬁuﬁt is indicated for a particular patient, we
belisve that this descision should be respected even if that
product has to be impoited from outside the EC. The principle of
self-sufficiency therefove neans that the supplies of
domestically sourced blood products should ke sufficient, both in
range and guantityf to meet the needs of all patients whose
clinicians prefer these to otherx availsble products,
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