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INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY

FIRST WRITTEN STATEMENT OF GRO-B

Section 1. Introduction

GRO-B

GRO-B . | live at the above address with my husband,

GRo-B: ! father. | have three daughters and a son.

Section 2. How Affected

2. | am the mother of! s GRO-B . who was infected

with a combination of HIV, Hepatitis C and Hepatitis B as a result of receiving

contaminated blood products.

..............
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...............

he also received Factor VIll. He was treated by the Consultant who was in

charge of the school. | don’t recall his name, but it was Egyptian sounding.

take 4 adults to hold him down to administer the Cryoprecipitate. When Factor

VIl became available we were led to believe that it was a “magic needle”.

whether he became infected when he was being treated at the Oxford

Haemophilia Centre or at Treloar’s college.

13.1 recently found out that upon first contracting HIV the anecdotal evidence is

being very unwell

.............

positive. One day when he returned from Treloar's College his Haemorrhagic

states card fell on the floor which stated he was HIV positive.

15.At that time | kept it a secret and | strongly hoped that a mistake had been
made. Treloar’s College had just broken up for the summer holidays and there

was nobody | could speak to until September 1985.
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18.1 didn’t feel comfortable going to our GP about what | had seen.

want to worry him, in case it was a mistake. He had a girlfriend who also

attended Treloar's. When he telephoned her one day and her sister said that

infected a few months before we did, which was absolutely shocking. The
girl's father had asked at the school whether any of the Haemophiliac children

were infected as he was concerned about his daughter’s safety.

18. When Treloar’s reopened after the summer break | spoke to the Consultant in

HIV infection. He said he was very sorry and that | shouldn't have found out in

the way that | did. He said this in a very blunt way.

19.To my dismay, the Consultant at Treloar's didn’t provide me with adequate

_______________

21.1 learnt from
called about 20 children into the school hall one day. They were told about

there being a disease in the United States (HIV), but not to worry about it as it

earlier- as soon as his positive test result was known.
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his bag.

24. We were not given any advice by Treloar’'s about the risk of other's being

infected by{ s i HIV. | do not know whether | s : received advice in

..............................

relation to transmission. | presume this may have been done at Treloar’s,

perhaps in sex education lessons.

infection. What we learnt about HIV was what | found out myself, not from

information provided by clinicians. There was no google in those days.

at home, but not to the point of being obsessive.

27.1 had a vague idea of what HIV was a couple of years before we found out

..............

receiving, as we had been led to believe that our children were being treated

with the cleanest blood products in the world.

28.1 recall that at the time the presumption was that these children infected with
HIV would die and most of them did.

WITN2804001_0004



ANONYMOUS

Section 4. Consent.

Therefore, he was tested without our knowledge and therefore impliedly
without our consent and without us being given any information about the

testing.

room if my husband and | tried to discuss his infection with him. Recently, he
told me that at the time he thought he was dying and that not talking about it

was his way of coping with it.

which is opportunistic of AIDS. He was getting very deaf and had problems

with his vision. He had to be treated in hospital with intravenous acyclibir for

HIV treatment, he could instantly see and hear a lot better.
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...............

disintegrating and his urine was black. | had to call the doctor who was

treating him, a Doctor Shapiro. She stopped the treatment immediately. She

___________________

Cameron explaining the urgent need for him to have treatment and he

explained the issues surrounding the long waiting list for treatment. However,

i s didn't receive a response to his letter. Had{ s ireceived treatment for

_____________

his Hepatitis C treatment straight after he was diagnosed, his liver would not

have become fibrosed and he would not have been so unwell.

___________________

married when he was 42, but has no children due to the risk of transmitting his

infections.
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48.When s _____ turned 18, he had what | can only describe as a “wild-time” which

| think was in part due to his age and in part his way of coping with his

infections.

had been infected. | could not discuss it with anyone. | thought that my son
was going to die and | couldn’t ask for help when we first found out, as | didn’t
feel comfortable approaching our GP given the stigma associated with HIV at

that time.

51.Emotionally, | was a wreck; but | was not allowed to show it because people
would guestion it. My husband and | could not talk to each other about it or
comfort each other. We did not know how to deal with it ourselves of what to

do. Today, it is different and we support each other.

................

nobody discussed it much. It was a difficult subject and it felt like if we didn’t

talk about it, it wasn’t happening.

53.1n terms of the stigma, | remember seeing the TV adverts about HIV and AIDS
with my family which conveyed HIV as the plague. | remember sitting in
silence and thinking “get that advert off’. It was horrible. The stigma

surrounding HIV was frightening.

54.When one of; g ifriends passed away his father lost his job when people

found out his son’s death was HIV related. There was a lot of fear, firstly, in

relation to the disease and secondly, of people finding out.

could find out that he was acting for someone with HIV. Stigma was

everywhere.,
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supportive in a non-conversational way. They didn’t discuss it with him unless

he opened up to them about it. | do not think they were as fearful as | was.

57.1 wanted Haemophilia out of the family, as it's such an awful disease. My

daughter's son is also a Haemophiliac and | hope they never have to go

upset. In those days HIV was seen as the plague and we didn’t know how to

deal with the fact that our son had it.

59.The human soul is quite resilient. It is coming up to 40 years since we found

him his infusions at home. We never used to discuss HIV as it was too awful.

However, we are now more able to discuss it.

64. Approximately 3 years agos completed a BA degree in History at the

University of Northampton. He is currently studying a master’s degree in

English literature at the University of Hertfordshire.
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the case today.

Section 6. Treatment/Care/Support

the Oxford Haemophilia Centre.

67.Psychological support has never been offered to! $ or the rest of our family

in relation to his infections.

Section 7. Financial Assistance

69.1 believeé s received £20,000.00 from the McFarlane Trust.

70.1 do not know anything about the process of applying for financial assistance
and therefore cannot comment on whether there were any preconditions for

being granted an award.

71.1don’tknow if: s ihad any difficulties in applying for financial assistance.

| ISR

for many years. However, it was not a sum for him to be extravagant with. If
he had had a wife or children when he received the award, the financial

assistance would have been insufficient.

73.1 have never received financial assistance from any of the Trusts or Funds.

refused to accept this decision and appealed. At the appeal, the judge re-
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awarded the PIP payments to! s :and held that he should receive PIPs for

.............

the rest of his life.

Section 8. Other Issues

74.1 have never been inveolved in any campaigning, mainly because this would

have meant | would have had to identify;! s ‘and | would never put himin a

have a deficiency in Factor VIl which means that | have to receive Factor VIli
blood products if | undergo any surgery. in around 1980, | underwent a
hysterectomy and approximately 2 years later, | received a letter stating that |
had been exposed to vCJD. | was told that there was no test available, but
that | may have been infected.

76! s ireceived the same letter saying that he had been exposed to vCJD.

.............

77.Recently, | have had a knee replacement and | noticed that my medical notes

and equipment were labelled as bichazardous.

Anonymity, disclosure and redaction

78.1 wish to be anonymous.

79.1 would be prepared to give oral evidence to the Inquiry.

Statement of Truth

| believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

GRO-B

Signed...

Dated..... 28,7 0%, 230K i,

10
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