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Dated: March 20196

INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY

FIRST WRITTEN STATEMENT OF! GRO-B

I GRO-B iwill say as follows:-

Section 1. Introduction

GRO-B

Section 2. How Affected

2. | make this witness statement in relation to my husband} GRO-B:H : who

was infected with HIV, Hepatitis B and C as a result of being given infected

is | NOT RELEVANT |

3.1 H and | first met when [ was 17 and he was 19. Our relationship became

serious quite quickly.

4. After we had been dating for a few weeks, we were driving somewhere. |

remember that he pulled over and said he needed to tell me something. He

i
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told me about his infections. | was very young and naive at the time and didn’t
fully understand what{ H lwas teling me and the implications of his

infections. He told me that he understood if | didn't want to be with him. As |

fiked him and wanted to be with him, | didn’t take it too seriously, but | didn't

infected, his treatment, his infections and how he was told about his

infections.

Section 3. Other Infections

relevant time.

Section 5. Impact

best he can. He suffers with aches and pains the day after if he physically

exerts himself. We bath try to live a normal life as possible.

times when things really get to him and [ have to take myself out of the

situation, due to his anger and frustration. | want to take the pain away, but |
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....................

.................................

............

job due to complications following a hip replacement. He is hoping to find

work again once he is well enough.

infections.
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20.He has had no difficulties in accessing treatment to my knowledge.

21.1 do not know whether there were any treatments which ought to have been

neuropathy. He finds it hard to fall asleep with the symptoms he gets from

this. The loss of sensation in his hands and his feet is very worrying for him.

knocked him for six. He went from being a big well built man to dropping so

much weight he looked shocking. He was half the man that he was.

______________

questions whether because of his participation in the Public Inquiry, the
hospital are pushing him to one side or whether their excuses of being short

staffed are genuine.

............

............

infections to my knowledge. He holds back on going on holidays with his
friends, due to the complications this would involve with having to administer
his treatment. He also couldn't keep up with their drinking. His friends know

about his Haemophilia, but not his infections.
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friends and they vowed to battle through their infections and treatment

understand. | don't think he feels that he can talk to anyone. 1 think he feels

isolated and alone.

have had to worry about having: H s treatment in the fridge, but we now

have a separate fridge for this.

lot of things when he was younger.
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excruciating and draining. 1 bury my head in the sand. If | didn’t, | would have

a nervous breakdown if | thought too long and hard about it.

We had a really good relationship when we first met. | love him, but | feel that

over the years our relationship has got hard.

39. There have been times when | have wanted to walk away from our marriage.

sometimes feel that | only stay with him out of pity. It shouldn’t be like that, |

shouldn't have to feel sorry for him.

41.1 have told my best friend about: H  infections and she will often ask me

infections private, as we don't know how people would react to them.

43,1 get anxious and cringe if | see anything about the contaminated blood

scandal or the Public Inquiry on TV, as | worry that people will put two and two

infected. It will be a stressful time for us and | will be a nervous wreck when

the Inquiry receives a lot of media coverage in 2019.
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44.1 am particularly anxious about this due to my hairdressing business. My
business could get shutdown with a few concerns from clients. My business
has been operating for 7 years. My business partner passed away 2 years

ago and | have been running it on my own for 2 years.

same as me and buries her head in the sand and doesn’t talk about them.

46.As most people we know don't know what we are dealing with, we have {o
present a strong front with our friends and the people we know. We must
appear like a real happy go lucky family on the exterior and this is all people
see. People don’'t know what we are going through. It can be exhausting

trying to keep up the facade.

47.1 have known most of my customers for a long time. My customers are lovely

.............

issues. | feel that | have to lie all the time to people | have known for years,
which is incredibly stressful, as you have to remember what you have told
different people. | hate smiling at people and lying to their faces, that’s not me.
[ love my job and have fo take every day as it comes. | often feel as if | just

want to switch off at work, but | can’t.

49.1 am totally drained and exhausted on a daily basis. | just want to switch off
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50. After all these years of marriage, | feel as if my future is to be my husband’s

nurse,

later life to make up for what he missed out on when he was younger. |
understand that he and his parents didn't take his studies too seriously as a
child, due to the stress of finding out about his infections and not knowing

what the future held for him.

him take time off for hospital appointments. Those were some of _ H s

[
i
[

had to hide his infections when trying to get a new job. He didn’'t want to lose

another job. This was very stressful for him and had a big impact on him.

but cant give employers reasons for why he needs to attend so many

appointments.

He was in his last job at the Mill since August 2018, but he recently lost this
job due to the problems he has had with his hip.

ends meet and keep a roof over our heads.

56.We live in a small 2 bedroom bungalow where we have lived for 18 years. We
daren’t move house, as we have never known what the future holds for us
financially. We don't want to commit to a property that we can’t afford. | feel
that we should have a bigger house like our friends have progressed to and |
find it frustrating that we can’t. Why shouldn’t we have what everyone else
has?
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Section 6. Treatment/care/support

said it in an argument.

59.1 do feel as if counselling might help me.

Section 7. Financial Assistance

things | think he should, such as a replacement bed/bedding which we need

due to the terrible night sweats he experiences.

grants of assistance should be made more freely. The Trusts and Funds are
there to assist people who have been infected by contaminated blood, it's not
like the victims are making an insurance claim. | don’t think the victims should

have to provide quotes.

62.In my view, the infected Haemophiliacs are entitled to every penny they get,

given what they've been through. You can’t put a price on a life.

Section 8. Other Issues

83.1 don't think the contaminated blood scandal should have got to this point. The
victims shouldn't have to be fighting like this. They didn't ask for the situation

they are in.
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.........

Public Inguiny, Why has it ggm ﬂm far? 9. IoW have 16 g

B5. | wish to remain anonymous.

66.1 do not want to give oral evidenca to the Inguiry.

is wilness mmmemm gt
| believe that the facts slated iﬁ th g "'fm il s

GRO-B s

Signed

Dated. 2 3
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