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INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY
WRITTEN STATEMENT OF GRO-B

Section 1: Introduction

1. My name is! GRO-B GRO-B | GRO-B: M|

date of birth is the GRO-B and my address details are known to the
Inquiry.

Section 2: How Affected

2. | am providing this statement in support of: GRO-B |statement in order to
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4. In terms of whether information was provided toé GRO-B |in advance of {sros|
receiving the blood transfusion, as above, please refer to; GRO-B
GRO-B
5. GRO-B infected with hepatitis C only.
6. GRO-:has set out in a lot of detail howeROBcame to find out that GROBhad
become infected with hepatitis C. For this detail, GRO-B
GRO-B

Section 3: Other infections

7. | believe that; GRO-B was infected with hepatitis C only.

Section 4. Consent

8. In terms of the consent process, again, | GRO-B

GRO-B | a5 above for further information.

Section 5: Impact

9. Please refer to GRO-B as referenced above. | provide

10. We ¢ GRO-B ) were first made aware of; GRO-B:hepatitis C diagnosis in

in (GRO-B and remember that the post-test and pre-results period was an

incredibly anxious time for me.

11. My family’s understanding of the potential impact of the virus and potential
courses of treatment was unclear for many months, perhaps because it was
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12.

13,
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down-played initially in early hospital communications. Nonetheless, the need
to be careful and avoid sharing water glasses or utensils for example changed
a family dynamic and meant that the virus was ever-present.

| was at university when GRO-B:fstarted GRO—Biﬁrst course of treatment and at this

.......................

of my feelings due to the physical distance; as | expectGRO-Bwas also able to

do, the diagnosis with hepatitis C profoundly affected me. The lack of
information coupled with the uncertain outcome of the drugs unsurprisingly

meant that | could only consider a worst-case prognosis and assume that

GRO-B :quality of life and life expectancy would be significantly impacted. |

believe that my outlook was exacerbated by the lack of publicly available
information about the nature of the disease and the availability and potential
success rate of early medicines. | recall the film ‘Philadelphia’ was released in
early 1994, and that there were some obvious parallels given the subject of HIV
and the impact on the central character. | still recall vividly how emotional | felt
as | watched it. | rang home immediately after watching the film, just to say
hello.

...............

to move was the difficultiesGRO-Bfaced GRO-B and after{croBivas

...............

made redundant by them, in gaining new employment. This was as a direct

result of the infection and the treatment for it. The impact§ GRO-B \was

made worse by the fact that it came at such a key stage |n GRO-B iiife.

oR0-8 continued to fight to re-build jsre-icareer and even undertook a second

achieved, but the change in circumstances meant that the! GRO-B

GRO-B This was to cause
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died just five years later. My worry about

GRO-Biwas SO

unwell. The longer commute and distance to see i¢Ro-Bicaused me great

concern. Above all, it was very difficult and extremely unpleasant to see

someone | love suffering and changing as result of the treatment that,éRo-Bhad

to have to try to clear the virus. | remember very well the side effects; both
physical and mental, of the medicine, and certain memories of this time will

always stay with me.

14. EGRO-B;is a strong, proud and independent person and has been incredibly brave

IR, |

to undertake the several courses of treatment and to fight the virus. | am

immensely proud oficros; After three courses of failed treatment, | remember

talkingi GRO-B iand encouragingicre=ito apply for a new trial of treatment that

______________________

the infection. | wanted!ero-Biboth to clear the infection; particularly because of

choice forierosito have to make and knowing:ic¢rRo-Biwould also have to undergo

those subsequent treatments without the support of someone being in the

same house after GRO-B made the situation even harder GRO-B and

caused me much anxiety particularly at my inability to be more practically

supportive. | recall having to get to the hospital quickly on a couple of

occasions GRO-B admitted suddenly. Seeing the impact of those

distance at times, was very tough.

15.  The side effects of the different medicines were not fully understood at the time

that they were administered; GRO-B {and | believe they are not well understood

even now, but it seems to me that they have manifested over the years in ways

that have been upsetting. | explain this further in the paragraph below. The

side effects have given me regular concern{ GRO-B ‘health and indeed

perhaps even more frustratingly have directly impacted our relationship.é G B IS
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a very active, hlghly capable and fi ercely intelligent person but whilst { GRO-B!

| believe, be considered as snmply age-related.

16.  Whilst incredibly proud ofGRo-B{including;cro-ejdetermination to both fight the

disease and remain fully active, the heightened sense of anxiety and
occasional mental ‘fog’ which | believe the medicines have directly caused,

have created misunderstandings or difficult periods in our relationship from time

to time.i.GRO-Bihas a heightened fear that things may be wrong or could go

_____________

our family and icresigrandchildren but this anxnety for both their and our safety

has caused arguments, made it harder to relax on occasion at family

gatherings, and indeed made certain topics more difficult to discuss lest it worry

ero-aiunduly. It is only recently that this has been identified as a likely side-effect

of the medicine; making it easier to understand, but the impact cannot be

under-estimated. It cannot be easy forGRO-Balso given the incredible support

cro-Bigives to allisroeiimmediate and broader family.

Section 6: Treatment/ Care/ Support

17. For information about the treatment, care and support; GRO-B Ereceived,

____________________________

18. Agaln in relation to counselling or psychological support, please refer to; f_pf_s_.
| GRO-B M

Section 7: Financial Assistance

19. Please refer to; GRO-B M
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Section 8: Other Issues
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20. | would like the Inquiry to find out the truth about self—sufficiency/ self-

insufficiency in blood and blood product supply here in the UK and why the

decision was taken to source blood and blood products from external sources.

| would like to have more transparency around the external sourcing of blood

and/ or blood products here in the UK to understand fully when it happened,

why it happened and who took the decision to allow it to happen both initially

and thereafter the continued supply of it. Ultimately | would like an admission

of culpability and an apology to those affected.

Statement of Truth

| believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed:

GRO-B

Full Name:

GRO-B

Date: \S\_Sm 29\1
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