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INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY

FIRST WRITTEN STATEMENT OF GRO-B

I, GRO-B | will say as follows:-

Section 1. Introduction

1. My name isi GRO-B {1 was born on GRO-B and | live at
' GRO-B
2. My son,| GRO-B: S { (born oni GRO-B i, is co-infected

with the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV), the Hepatitis B Virus (HBV)
and the Hepatitis C Virus (HCV) from contaminated blood products. He has

provided a witness statement to the Inquiry (Witness Numberf GRO-B ).

3. This witness statement has been prepared without the benefit of access to my

son’s full medical records.

Section 2. How Affected

4. S has severe Haemophilia A, diagnosed at 13 months old. He

has a less than 1% clotting ability. There was no prior history of haemophilia
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in my family and my husband and [ did not expect that diagnosis. We had two

children. Our daughter,| GRO-B |, is younger than_S |

Hospital under the care of Dr Swinburne except for his time (two to three

years) away at a special school{ GRO-B ! iniGRO-Bwhen he was treated at

the Pathology Department at York District Hospital under the care of Dr Wiley.

ankle and left elbow. As a result, he received a lot of FVIII. He was unable to
retain the correct levels and required regular treatment and he was being
misunderstood by Dr Wylie who believed that he was being abused as he

returned to hospital for further treatment regularly.

. We were never informed of the risks associated with him being treated with

blood products and FVIII was supposed to be a more successful, advanced
and quicker treatment to administer (than cryoprecipitate). At one time we

afterwards. | did not know] S {had been tested for HBV, when, in what

circumstances or why.

. In the early to mid-1980s the news of Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome

(AIDS) started to raise it's head in in the media. | recall that we were invited

to attend a conference/reception with food and drinks in a hotel hosted by the
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Armour Pharmaceutical Company attended by many other haemophiliac
families. There we were told that the Armour FVIII was completely safe and
that we had nothing to worry about in choosing their product, apparently the
best and safest product on the market. We were advised t¢ ignore any bad

Lommemima

..........

too. We knew that AIDS was a death sentence.

11.Very little advice was provided about managing the infection. | S was given

some basic advice about intimate contact with the opposite sex and to be very
careful. He had only just started to become interested in the opposite sex. It
was a terrible thing for a boy of his age. There was no treatment on offer. |t

was awful.

He was told at the Leeds Haemophilia Centre.

Section 3. Other Infections
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at the age of 14 (in 1984) and before we were told by Dr Swinburne in 1985.

Section 5. Impact of the Infection

15.The stigma associated was HIV/AIDS was huge. There was such a lot of bad

was HIV positive. He avoided his friends through fear of passing it on to them

and became an outcast.

[

............

become infected through simply sharing the same lavatory seat. |t affected

our friendships and we were shunned.

He was convinced he would suffer an early death. We moved home and

............

...............

behaviour. His school attendance was poor and he stopped bothering. He
developed a school related phobia. He passed 7 O levels which was in fact
testimony to how bright he is but he did not pursue A levels for long before he

dropped out. He developed mental health issues and depression.

nose bleeds. Since HIV his immune system was compromised, he suffered
from gastrointestinal problems to include severe diarrhoea and stomach

ulcers as well as thrush in the throat, mouth and stomach.

..........................
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____________

Miraculously his CD4 cells started to rise again but it was still hanging over
our heads that they might drop again tco. He is reliant on a cocktail of drugs
to endeavour to treat his associated health issues and keep his HIV under

control.

20.As a family, HIV has been like having a very dark cloud hanging over us. We

became secretive and very careful about confiding in anyone. i S |
behaviour became more and more reckless as he went off the rails. He really
suffered and had a nervous breakdown. He later turned to religion and, in his
twenties, met a lovely girl through the Church. Sadly the girl's father

........................

..........

involved in a close relationship again. He lives alone. His life has been
blighted by contaminated blood.

21.Some time after the HCV diagnosis, S went on Interferon as a trial in

clearing the virus. He was at that time living away from home as a mature

undergraduate having been away travelling. His care was transferred to the

so poorly through the treatment that he was hospitalised and the trial ended.
He eventually had to drop out of university as he had missed too many
lectures through poor health. The second attempt at clearing the treatment
with Interferon and Ribavirin worked but he has sustained liver damage.

Section 6. Treatment/care/support

he received through the schemes.

Section 7. Financial Assistance
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23! S ireceived a modest capital lump sum of what | believe to be something in
the region of £42,000 from the trusts set up by the MacFarlane Fund and
Skipton Fund. 1 believe that he had to sign a waiver before he was given the
initial amount. He was blackmailed into taking it with threats that nobody
would get anything unless everyone accepted what was offered. _

have had. ! ___S__J had a menta! breakdown and his GP put him on antipsychotic
medication. He used some of the trust money to pay for psychiatrié treatment
privately and spent time in a retreat mj_&g_gfor a year. After a year he
decided to buy a camper van and spent time travelling to include volunteering

- in.distributing supplies.at Chernobyl..

Section 8. Other Issues

'25. There are no other issués.

Anonymity, disclosure and redaction

26.1 confirm that | do wish to apply for anonymity and that | understand this
statement will be published and disclosed as part of the Inquiry.

27.1 do not wish to be called to give oral evidence.

Statement of Truth

| believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed...... GRO-B |
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