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INFECTED BLOOD INQUIRY

FIRST WRITTEN STATEMENT OF GRO-B

1, GRO-B | will say as follows:-

Section 1. Introduction

1. My name is GRO-B | |was bornoni GRO-B {1936 and | live at
GRO-B
2. My husband,i GRO-B: H {(born on; GRO-B {1933), was co-infected

with the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and the Hepatitis C Virus

(HCV) from contaminated blood products. He died from hepatic failure (liver

failure) oné GRO-B {1987, aged 54.

.............................

3. | have five children, two boys and three girls. | have nine grandchildren and

one great grandchild. Just one of our nine grandchildren, namelyGRO-B, was
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Section 2. How Affected

e —

being injured and/or bruised. | think that his mother must have had a hard
time of it as she could only listen to her children crying if they were in pain

............

Centre at the{ GRO-B ! Hospital under the care of Dri GRO-B

GRO-B . He was treated with plasma and then, as | recall, with

cryoprecipitate before being treated with Factor VIII (FVIII) concentrate.

7. | wanted to be a nurse as | was growing up. My father wasn’t keen. My
parents would have preferred me to be a teacher. | lost both my parents
when | was 17 years old and as | was the eldest of four, | had to leave school
to bring the younger three up. In a sense, | did become a nurse because |

on to FVIII concentrate | would administer it to him at home. | had no difficulty

with that. | was well able to find a vein and administer it.

meant that he would not have so many hospital admissions. It became a bit
of a joke in the family that other people had food in their fridge, while we had

FVIII concentrate in ours.
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really say anything about it. | picked the letter up and asked “What does this

...................

asking ! H i a short time later if he would go on TV and speak about it. |

remember saying “No way are you going on TV and exposing yourself’.
HIV/AIDS was hitting the media around that time and everyone was afraid of
it.

_________________

seroconverted in May 1983.

Section 3. Other Infections.

knowledge and consent. Many blood tests were done on him without

specifically telling him why they had been taken at that time.

Section 5. Impact

13.My memory has faded with the passage of time but | can recall an

and saying “We do not know what will happen now". | also remember us

H iinto kingdom come”.
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...........

..............................................

haemophiliac. ~ The :_GRO-B : family were known as haemophiliacs

(“bleeders”) in the wider community. When the news of HIV/AIDS broke in

...........

the community, | H | was ostracised at work and made to feel very

uncomfortable. | do not now remember all the ins and outs but | remember

downhill quickly from diagnosis although he was, | think, showing signs of
being unwell before then. He became weak and tired and thin.

17.1 remember when| H was admitted to the] GRO-B EHospitaI for the last

time at the start of July 1987. The other patients on the ward were

immediately moved out. In the end, it was only:_H_ileft in the room and we

rarely saw a doctor or nurse from one end of the day to the other. It felt like all

brought him home anyway.
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.............

admittance to! GRO-B : Hospital. He was bleeding from the stomach and

.............................

admitted to hospital. Once again, we felt very alone and isolated in the

hospital room. All the medical staff appeared to be afraid to even come in to

hour with him and then he would be taken out in what amounted to a black
plastic bag before ultimately being placed in a sealed coffin. My daughters,
| GRO-B iandiGRO-B! had to send for me so that | could make it back to the

room to be with him when he passed. | couldn’t believe her lack of sensitivity.

...........

21] H {was a deeply religious and spiritual man. He had great faith and

celebrated mass daily. _H iwas the! GRO-B

Sixteen priests presided over his funeral with maybe another forty attending.

He was an articulate and insightful man, GRO-B
' GRO-B . He was

selfless and had a deep social conscience. He would share whatever he had

with those who had nothing. Whatever was in the fridge he would come and
take and give away to others in more need. He once gave away the turkey |
had cooked for our Christmas dinner to a family with nothing.
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about it. | am frightened to open the flood gates because once they are

opened they cannot be closed.

Section 6. Treatment/Care/Support

Section 7. Financial Assistance

25.1 do not recall the specifics but | did receive a payment from the MacFarlane
Trust (MFT). | do not remember how much. | don’t think it was much. | once
wrote to MFT because the roof needed fixing. They turned me down.

26.1 received the Stage 1 and Stage 2 Skipton Fund payments just 5 or 6 years
ago. A man | didn't know approached me in the street and said that Dr

'GRO-B | at thei GRO-B | Hospital was looking for me. | would not have

otherwise known about the Skipton Fund but | was outraged that a virtual

on his desk and he said that “they made for very sad reading”. | wished |

had asked for them there and then because | am now given to understand

get hold of them.

Section 8. Other Issues

27.There are no other issues.
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Anonymity, disclosure and redaction

28.1 wish to apply for anonymity and would like my Statement redacted. |
understand this Statement will be published and disclosed as part of the

Inquiry. | do not want to give oral evidence to the Inquiry.

St_atement of Truth

| believe that.the facts_stated.in_this.witness. stafement are true.

Signed. | BRO-B
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