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Non Compensation 
Provisions

• 1996: Health Amendment act- provided list of free

additional health care cover for PWH

• 2006-2007: Government subsidised Insurance

Life 

: Mortgage 

: Travel 

• 2007 : Tax concessions negotiated with revenue Dept for tribunal claimants — if > 50% 
of total income annually was from tribunal award- no tax due on income 
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Health Amendment Card 
1996 

Free and prioritised access to healthcare for all 
conditions for life 

• General practitioner 

• Prescription medications 

• Priority access to appointments with new Specialists if 
required 

• Counselling, Physiotherapy ,alternative medicine 

• Glasses, hearing appliances 

• Home workers 

• Home nursing 
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Health Amendment Card 
1996 
Free and prioritised access to healthcare for all conditions 
for life 

• Chiropody/Podiatry 

• Complementary therapies- acupuncture, hydrotherapy, 
reflexology.... Referred by GP 

• Priority access to Hospital bed and to Specialists 

• Counselling- for PWH and immediate family members 

• Dental services 

• Travel vaccinations 

• Aids and appliances 

• Specific Liaison officers 

to manage provisions and deal with queries 
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Other Elements: 
Insurance 

• Life insurance: up to € 525,000 

• Mortgage: up to € 475,000 

• Travel: Annual 

• PWH pays normal premium for healthy 
( non- smoker) person of their age-
Government pays loading 

• No non- insurable- all conditions 
covered 

• Cover to age 65 (75 if taken out in first 
year of scheme) 

insurance 

Insurance Scheme 
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Tax Concessions 

• Section 191 of Taxes Consolidation Act (TCA) 1997- payments from 
the Hepatitis C Tribunal are exempt from income tax and CGT 

• Section 189 of Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 

Deals with Income and gains from the investment of compensation 
received, which has been exempted under Section 191 TCA 1997 

"an individual who is permanently and totally incapacitated by reason 
of a mental or physical infirmity from maintaining himself or herself' 

• Revenue agreed that this applied to all infected with HIV or Hepatitis 
C via blood or blood products 
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Other Elements: Tax Concessions 

• Annual calculation 
• Investment income and capital 

gains from compensation 
income exempt from tax if > 50% 
of income from Tribunal award 

• Society provide tax advice via a 
professional and investment 
advice via meetings 

• Can reclaim automatically 
deducted taxes- deposit 
interest/dividend taxes 
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Tax Concessions and Confidentiality 

• HAA card holders can apply to have their tax affairs dealt with by a 
Confidential tax inspector 

• He deals annually with the 50/50 applications and issues tax refunds 
• Members fall into 1 of 3 categories: 
• : always exempt- Most or all of their income from award 
• : never or rarely exempt: >50% income always from non- award 
• : annual calculation- can be close to 50% each year depending on income 

and investment decisions 
• Confidential service- much appreciated by members 
• Society and our financial/Tax advisor have been able to make 

representations to the inspector and tax unit 
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Universal Social Charge (USC) 

• Effectively an additional tax introduced in 2011 and maintained since. 
• Levied at 2% of taxable income for first €10,036 
• Levied at 4% of taxable income for next €5,980 
• Levied at 7% of taxable income for remainder of income 

• For HAA card holders with a taxable income <€60,000, USC 
capped at 4% of taxable income 
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Impact of Non Compensation Provisions 

• Life insurance very valued 

• Mortgage insurance rarely used 

• Travel insurance universally used 

• HAA card invaluable 

• Role of liaison officers very much appreciated 

• Tax concessions have also enabled many to retire early 
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Progression of hepatitis C in the haemophiliac population Hepatitis C and bleeding disorders 
in Ireland, aftm 30 years of infection in the poo-DAA 

in Europe treatment era 
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