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FACTOR VIII PROMOTIOR

We are entering an umisual period in promotion of Factor VIIT. Up
to now, most of the use in this country has besn of unlicensed
product, and in addition thers has been a world shortage. Hence
“propotion® has been very restrained.

The situastion is now changing. The Elstree factory is on  strean
s BPL can now supply virtuslly all the domsstic market, Henos
the markset in the UK for the commercial sector is shrinking. a44
to this now an adeguacy of world supply and products now recelving
ligenses from the MCA, and we could be in a cut-throat situastion.

We hope we can reply on the MCA to keep a good eve on  this
promotion, A particular concern is that becausse the ocommercial
conpanias cannot compete on price (since BPFL product can undserout
them) nor on efficacy {(since all products are identical), therse
will be an attemnpt to base product identities on safety profiles.
But there is a danger if this gets out of hand and  leads to
rmeoking copy®, there could be a loss in patient confidence which
for example may reflect badly on the HIV litigation now before the
courts. S we hope vou will keep a particularly oloss sye on
promotional suggestions relabting to safety that go ocutside thoss
approved by the CEM.

A wcase in point is the new promotion frowm Armour. The attached
letter -reads as if significantly improved viral safety im a
therapeutic advantage. 1 believe this goes beyond the colaims
approved by CBM/MCA. Thers is no evidence existing products on
the market are virally unsafe. Monoclate~P’s claimed advantage
hers 1is theorstical, but not one they should describe in the
therapeutic terms they have. The data sheet is more suibably
cantious.

I would be interested to have vour views.
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