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FOREWORD 

Welcome to the first Annual Report from the Spongiform Encephalopathy 
Advisory Committee (SEAC). Previously, information about the Committee 
has been in the form of news releases issued by the Department of Health 
(DH) and the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (MAFF) and 
occasional reports. But the Committee and its sponsor departments, DH and 
MAFF considered that the time was now right for the Committee to issue a 
short annual report to summarise its work in the past year. 

The 1997/98 year has seen considerable changes: the Membership has 
broadened and new terms of reference were set by the Minister following a 
wide-ranging review, which was published by MAFF and DH in July 1997. 

I continue to be very grateful to my colleagues on the Committee for their 
valuable contributions during the year and their unreserved commitment to 
resolving the frequently difficult issues laid before the Committee. The same 
gratitude must be extended to the SEAC Secretariat and the support staff in 
MAFF and DH. I would also like to thank the many people who have helped 
the Committee through the provision of pre-publication research findings or 
technical briefings on particular issues 

I hope that you find this report of interest. If you have any comments or 
suggestions on how it could be improved I would be grateful you could send 
these to the SEAC secretariat. 

Chairman 
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Chapter Three 

14. As well as considering specific issues the Committee keeps abreast of 
current research. Research findings may be in the form of published papers, as 
pre-publication drafts, or presentation of key results. 

• 
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- Landfill of BSE carcases 

B. Protection of animal health and 
monitoring: 

• Same species feeding 
• Fishmeal 
• Sub-Clinical BSE 
• Maternal transmission 

• Scrapie surveillance 
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A. Protection of human health 
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strategy to remove the risk of TSE transmission from intraspecies recycling of 
pig and poultry waste at the earliest opportunity, in consultation with EU 
partners. 
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C. Environmental issues 

31. SEAC were asked for their views on two reports prepared for the 

Environment Agency: 
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35. The Committee considered the theory that systematic use of 'Phosmet' 
triggered BSE. SEAL considered that the BSE epidemic was better accounted 
for by the contaminated feed theory and concluded that experimental evidence 
would be required to justify further consideration of the theory. 
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Role of Committee 

1. SEAC should report to territorial Ministers in addition to Ministers in 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (MAFF) and the Department of 
1-Iealth (DH), but, for administrative convenience, sponsorship and the 
secretariat should remain with MAFF and DH. 
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5. The terms of reference should be amended both to explain the purpose 
of the Committee and to clarify the overlap with other bodies with related 
interests: 
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10. An observer from the Central Veterinary Laboratory should be 
appointed to SEAC. 

f•• R • i 1 A' • •, 1 . ~ 1, 

1. 1 1. f . " f : 1 f ' f 1 •' :1 1 i _. 1 - .`, 

f 1 1 • f l 

•,' 
• : rr 1 1 1 1 f 

11': 111 r rfr 1 1 f 

i' / 1 • ►f / 11 

M H RA0020531 _0018 



Openness 

• ! ! • r ! t• r 1 • 1 • / r• 

! 1 1' 1 • 1 1 

/

r 

• ':  r 'i1 1 1 Committee.

1•:'. i' •a 1 ' .1:':. 

R 

M H RA0020531 _0019 



f 

m 

M H RA0020531 _0020 



ANNEX II 

[WiitsiRu fi iq ITflti1i

r 1 i • • + +r + • r ~. 

r: 

Deputy Chairman: Professor Robert G Will 

r • • c 1 •1 
'' 

r r 

•• 1 r . Ir. • •r• + 1- r 1a r r 

U . 

Professor Jeffrey %V Almond 

• • 1 ` r • • • , r  1. 

~• .• • • 1 1 r !~ 1' I 1 1 

1 

Professor Fred Brown FRS 

• tl 1 1 r • 

+I• -1 r + # r 

r 1 1 

21 

M H RA0020531 _0021 



• t PJ1IT . 1

I. E • 1 1 I' 

f 1" 1 •♦ l • •11 J 1 1 I' f 

•I: fl71.1 1flflT IflhSTI 

Dr Michael Painter 

Consultant in Communicable Disease Control, City of Manchester. 

ii i. N i 1M;.. , . 

Private Veterinary Surgeon (retired). 

Dr William A Watson CB 

f•• 

The six new members, who were all appointed on i January 1998 for three 
years are 

Professor Aguzzi is acting head of the Institute of Neuropathology at the 
University of Zurich; a clinician who now specialises in neurodegenerative 
disease research, including prion diseases. 
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Professor Roy Anderson FRS 
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I• t ts1IJ s : 

Chairman: 

Dr J Ironside 
National CJD Surveillance Unit 

Dr T Wyatt 
Consultant Clinical Scientist 

s i A 

► i : 1i ~ 1 

Dr P Jones 
Biological & Biochemical Sciences 
Research Council 

A

Mrs T McGuire 

General Manager 
Lothian NHS Occupational Health 
Service 

Dr R Owen Dr D M Taylor 
Harpenden Institute for Animal Health 

Neuropathogenesis Unit 
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The Conunittee also re-iterated its concerns that the surveillance of scrapie 

needs to be improved. It endorsed a three part strategy encompassing : 
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The number of cases of BSE continues to be in line with predictions about the 
decay of the epidemic. 

• 1 • ! 1 • 1 fr I 

! • i 1 •#1 • o 1 1! i 

• • A R l i # '. • i 

P f •i ' !: i R i . • 1 # ♦ ' . it i ;' 

i • • i .' !' E 1 I i is 

: !s ••1 "~ • 1 • 1 1 1 1i 

I 

I' I; o 1 • •: 1` R ~! 

• 1• 1 •' • • 1 -  1' #•' #• 

! • •. ! !` 1iIR 

! 1' 1 

W 

MHRA0020531 _0033 



4 i r • ► r O r ii l 

• ♦ ♦ 1' •I •~1 • 1 

a • * / 1 ! E • • i 1 

;:1 • ♦ _ • •`1,' ` -1 •1, 11• •'•A 1 f1 ,' 

♦ 1 i I ! 1 1 i' 

1 ! • i 1• 1 

1 1 • . 1 • ! /1 1 1 • A 

1 r 1• f- 1 1 •' 

•f i 

• 

r 1 1♦ i 1 /' • 

I ••• • •: 

M H RA0020531 _0034 



The number of cases of BSE continues to decline in line with predictions about 
the decay of the epidemic. 
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6. Using a series of pessimistic assumptions (published by the Environment 
Agency in other risk assessments earlier this year) concerning the various 
factors involved in the transmission of BSE to humans it is estimated that the 
risk from the DRG in food is now very small. On the basis of the risk 
assessment available to us it is estimated that there is a 95% chance of no cases 
and a 5% chance of one case of nvCJD arising as a result of this exposure in 
1998. 
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be difficult to detect even by active surveillance. Recycling of waste as feed 
within a species creates the potential for a major epidemic such as that seen 
with BSE. 
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that the analysis at this stage included only a single value for each of 
many factors which were unknown but where there was a range of 
possible values; 
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ANNEX V 

SEAC MEMBER COMMERCIAL INTERESTS NON-COMMERCIAL INTERESTS 

NAME OF ORGANISATION NATURE OF INTERESTS NAME OF ORGANISATION NATURE OF INTERESTS 

.... .. 
..i1•~i.t:ni:•'+4: i:::: ' ' 

— 
:..  . ::jL:ii:i?'.:isry::[4i4:iti'v'':v:L~vi'.'.v.:.:::i':..:: " .i: : 

Professor Sir John R None None Medical Research Council Senior Medical Adviser 
Pattison Chairman to the Chief Executive 

Dr R G Will Unilever Share holding Department of Health Grant Holder 
Chairman 

SmithKline Beecham Share holding Scottish Home and Health Dept Grant Holder 
Marks and Spencer Share holding Medical Research Council Grant Holder 

European Commission BIOMED Programme Grant Holder 
Office Intcrnatioeial des Epizooties Adviser 
Expert Group on BSE and Related 

1990-
World Health Organisalion Adviser 
European Union Member of the Multi-

disciplinary Scientific 
Cormnitce 

Prof Dr A Aguzai Boelmnger Ingelheim Consultancies on an Swiss National Foundation No: Principal investigator 
occasional basis 31-36059.923100-040527,94 

Abbott Laboratories Support of some laboratory Cancer League of the Kantor Principal investigator 
(Chicago) costs e.g. care of mice, Z:6sich 

instrumentation 
Immuno AG (Vienna) Support of some laboratory European Union No. BMHI- investigator Co -investigator 

costs e.g. care of mice, CT93-1142 
instrumentation 

National Institutes of Health Co-investigator 
U.S.A. No 1-ROI-NS33377-01 

Swiss National Research Program Principal investigator 
NFP38 & NFP38+ 

Prof J W Almond Medeva Consultant Society for General Member of Council 
Microbiolo 

Cobra Therapeutius Consultant Biotechnology and Biological Chairman of the Working 
Sciences Research Council Group of the Biology of 

the Spongiform
Encephalopaathics 
Programme

x Biosciences I..id Consultant 

Professor R M Scientific Advisory Boards: The Wellcome Trust Governor 
Decode Member of Board 
IMS Member of Board 

IBHSC Ltd Director 
.... . ..... . 

Dr C J Bostock Marks and Spencer plc Share holding The UK and some overseas Research contracts with 
(Appointed as an expert Governments the IAH 
from the Institute for 
tnimal Health (IAIl), 
Biotechnology and 

Biological Sciences 
Research Council 

ponsored institute) 

J Sainsbury plc Share holding Non-govenisnesitsi organisaliom Research contracts with 
and companies, spanning a wide the IAH 
range of interests including food, 
agriculture, chemicals and 
pharmaceuticals. Further details of 
the customers of IAH can be found 
on the Institute's Web Site 
www.iah.bbsrc.ac.uk 
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SEAC MEMBER COMMERCIAL INTERESTS NON-COMMERCIAL INTERESTS 

NAME OF ORGANISATION NATURE OF INTERESTS NAME OF ORGANISATION NATURE OF INTERESTS 

R Bradley Taylor By-Products Adviser Ministry of Agriculture, Adviser 
Fisheries and Food 

Euxupean Natural Sausage Adviser Veterinary Laboratories Agency Adviser 
Casings Association 
Meat and Livestock Adviser World Health Organisation Advisor 
Commission 
National Daiiy Council Adviser Office International des E izooties Adviser 
Jackson and Walker Adviser European Agency for the Adviser 
Ariorne r Counsellors Evaluation of Medicinal Products 

Kraft, Jacobs, Suchard Adviser Food and Agriculture Adviser 

National Renderers Adviser European Commission Adviser 
Association Inc 

Fats and Proteins Research Adviser ` ̀ National Governments and Adviser 
Foundation Inc. I individuals; especially in Africa, 

Europe and the Arnericas 
Dr R CJberthur Adviser 
F D Bisplinghof and Adviser 
Associates Inc 

rofessor F Brown None None None None 

Professor J Collin e None None Wellcome Trust Research Grant Holder 
Biotechnology and Biological Research Holder 
Sciences Research Council 

of Health Research Grant Holder 
European Commission BIOMED Research Grant Holder 

Medical Research Council Research Grant holder 

MotorNurone Disease Chairman,
Association Advisory Panel 
World Health Organisation Adviser 

v."at~.roy::. •. M:} 

Professor A Ferguson None None Medical Research Council Grant Holder 
Scottish Home and Health De Grant Holder 
Wellcome Trust Grant Holder 
Marlow Foods Grant Holder re clinical 

Nagine 
march 
adviser, co! ions re 
clinical reaesrch 

Astra Pharmaceuticals advisor, cell re 
clinical research 

Nutricia adviser. collaborations re 
clinical research 

Sharing Plough collaborations re clinical 

............ 

Dr P N Goodfellow SmithKline Beecham Senior Vice President, 
Pharmaceuticals Discovery Worldwide. 

(Head of research worldwide 
SmithKline Beecham Share hold 
Axys (an American Share holding 
Biotechnology Company) 
Hexagon (A UK Major share holding 
Biotechnology en 

Professor W Hueston Mullin, Hoard and Brown Conultant Food & Drug °on Advice 
(solicitors) (USA) 

litics Consultant 
Datasccçe Cassultard 

Professor H Kimball Bass plc Small share holding 
Teaco'a Ic Small shalt holding 

....... . ... . .. . . . 

Dr R H Kimberlin Pharmaceutical Industry Consultant National Goveuwniesits in Advisor 
(world-wide) Europe,the Mssericses and 

Australasia 
Meat and Livestock Consultant 
Commission 
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SEAC MEMBER COMMERCIAL INTERESTS NON-COMMERCIAL INTERESTS 

NAME OF ORGANISATION NATURE OF INTERESTS NAME OF ORGANISATION NATURE OF INTERESTS 

Dr M J Painter None None None None 

Mr D B Pepper The Veterinary Defence Director and Claims Nacre None 
Society Ltd Consulard 
Pfizer Animal health Adviser 

Ltd 
Intervet intsrnationl BV Adviser 
(Netherlands) 
Intervet UK Ltd Adviser 

Professor PG Smith None None Department of Health Grant Holder
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Dr W A Watson Farmer None None 
ADAS Adviser 
Pan Livestock Adviser 
Huntines nlc Adviser 

M 
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Department of Health: 

SEAC fees and expenses* 
Epidemiology Sub-Group fees and expenses 
Catering (incl. VAT @ 17.5%) 

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food: 

SEAC fees and expenses* (inc. travel) 
Miscellaneous expenditure 
Catering (incl. VAT @ 17.5%) 
Reimbursement of travel cost to Committee guests 

MAFF Total 

* Member fees and entitlements (revised 1.1.98) = 

c r : 

s ♦ i ♦ i i. ♦ ♦r' 

£13,436.33 

£38,754.14 
£1565.78 
£1431.77 
£407.9 

£55,595.92 

Chairman Members 
£148 £122 

£37 £31 

£33 £33 
£66 £66 

L 
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