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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CUTTER LABORATORIES ANNOUNCES

PLASMA DONOR SCREENING PROGRAM

EMERYVILLE, CA, February 23, i983 ~- Cutter Labora-
tories, the nation's largest producer of blood plasma
products, today announced that it will screen plasma donors
by using a cdnfidential guestionnaire designed to eliminate

Z? those in high—fisk groups for Acgquired ;mmune Deficiency
Syndrome (AIDS). )

Initial investigations at the Centers for Disease Con-
trol in Atlanta and at other research centers around the
country have indicated that AIDS -- which occurs primarily
among male homosexuals, intravenous drug users and recent
residents of or visitors to Haiti -- might .be transmissible
through blood and certain blood plasma products.

Cutter's screening procedures are part of a larger ,1F
effort to minimize the possibility that the unknown factor

or factors responsible for AIDS could be transmitted to
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hemophiliacs through coagulant concentrates produced by the
-company. The National Hemophilia Foundation has asked all
blood centers to initiate donor screening procedures. There
are an estimated 15,000 hemophiliacs in the United States.

Effective immediately, all donors at Cutter-owned ang
affiliated plasma centers will be asked to read and sign a
confidential questionnaire which states they are not members
of any of the three high-risk groups. In addition, the
medical examination routinely given to all donors will be
expanded to include questions specifically related to AIDS-
like symptoms, such as night sweats, drastic, unexplained
weight loss and recurrent fever. -

Cutter alsc intends to initiate supplementary pPhysical
examinations of all male donois, in which the examining
physician will look for symptoms of AIDS through a check for
enlarged lymph glands and will conduct a full body examina-
tion for suspicious lesions.

"Cutter is committed to takiné whatever precautionéry
measures the company can to protect the hemﬁphiliacs who
depend on our products for their lives," said Bud
Modersbach, a company spokesmgn.

An additional measure already under review by the
company is development of a heat treatment for coagulation
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concentrates, a procedure that has been effective in neu-
tralizing transmissible disease agents in other products.
This step would require FDA approval before implementation.
Modersbach stressed, however, that science does not yet know
what the causative agent or agents may be that are involved
in transmitting AIDS.

Cutter owns or contracts with over 80 plasma centers
throughout the country. There are no Cutter centers in New
York, San Francisco, Los Angeles or Miawi, where the vast

majority of AIDS cases to date have been reported.
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Editor's Note: the locations of Cutter-owned and affiliated

plasma centers are listed on the following page.
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Cutter-owned and affiliated plasma ceﬁteza are located {n
the following cities:

Auburn, AL
Birmingham, AL.
Mobile, AL
Montgomery, AL
Tuscalococsa, -AL
Plorence, AZ

" Phoenix, A3

LI
—

Scottsdale, AZ
Tempe, AZ .
Berkeley, .-CA
Long Beach, CA
Cakland, CA -
Sacramento, CA
San Dlegc, CA
Stockton, Ca -

Colorado Springs, CO

Denver, CO
Pueblo, CO

Daytona Beach, PL

Port lLauderdale, PL
" Port HKeyer, 'PL

Gaingville, PL
Jacksonvyille, PL

. Orlando, PL

Augusta, GA
Macaon, GA
Davenport, IA
Dea Moinas, IA
Fort Wayne, IN
Indlanapolis, IN
Huncie

.‘“""f“"““Loulnvilla, XY
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Kansas City, X5

Baton Rouge, LA ..,

Lafayette, LA
Ann Arbor; MI

. betroit, Mr

Flint, NI .
RKalamazoo, HI
Lansing, HI

Ypallantl, HI " -

#Minneapoliz, MN
Xanasas City, 4o
Springfield, HO

Greanville, ¥S
Jaockson, M8

Meridian,
Billings,

Lincoln, NE ™

HS
HT

-~

Albuguerque, NM
Indian Springa, NV
Las Vegas, NV
Stewvart, NV
Cincinnati, OH

- Columbusm,

OCaklahoma
Tulza, OX

QH :
Ci‘y, (034

Eugene, OR -
Eagton, PA

Scranton,
Columbia,

" pittsburgh, PA
.PA

SC

Nashville,. TN
Austin, TX .
Brownaville, TX

- Corpus Christis, TX

Dallas, TX
Del Rio, TX
Eagle Pass, rx

£1 Paso, TX.
Houston; TX _

Lagedo, TX
Lubbock; TX

qu an, ve .
salt Lake

 HMcAllen, TX '.:. it
5an Antonio, wx

city, vr

Norfolk, VA .

" Roanoke, VA

‘Seattle, WA
Milvaukee, %I .-
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