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All Plasma Center Managers " oaE 2/8/83

Robert Barden

Questions and Answers About AIDS ConES™  Plasma Center
Owners

Regional Plasma
Center Managers

‘There is & packet of inforzation enclosed with these questions

and ansvers. Before you begin the screening of your donors, it is
izperative that you have a formal training session with your employees
on all the changes wvhich are occuring. The following questions wers
developed to anticipate those your employees and donors might ask,

Q. Is the FDA asking Cutter to implement these changes in procedure?

A. Mot exactly. We have taken these pracautions voluntarily but the
FDA is vanting to know. what wve are doing and pushing us in the
dirsction we are taking. '

Q. Will there be regulatory changes concerning AIDS?

A, We are not sure what form the FDA will choose, but we do expect to
see at least some guidelines published in the very near future,

. What are the other Fractionators doing about AIDS?

A, We are not exactly certain of all the details, but essentially the

. $&TA &S wWe are.

Q. What product is affected by AIDS?

A. Right now, it is believed that Factor VIII ad Factor IX, Koa:en -

and KOWHQR, can pass AIDS on to the recipient, We know that 8
or more hemophiliacs have contracted AIDS. It is assumed that the
coagulation products they used were the source of the disease.
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14,

Q.-

1f a donor has swollen lyzph glands or skin lesions, does that

mean the donor has AIDS?

Definitely mot! There are wany other illnesses that have these

syzptoms and it could be a&ny ona o_f then. The donor should be

referred to his doctor or & elinic for a Ci’leckup.

" Is there a tast for AIDS on the horizon? .

Regarding AIDS symptowms, what is meant by persistant diarthea, and

No. A lot of effort is going into resesrch om AIDS, but they still
do not know what causes AIDS so a test that is specific for AIDS

will take quite scme tims.

night sweats?

Persistent diarthea means that symptons last for seven days or longer.

Night sweats occur vhile & perscn is sleeping.

Can we legally refuse to process male hmose.xu;l.ls?

Yes. We can refuse any donor based on reasons of health. Since
‘ve have no test for AIDS, and since it is possible that a male

homosexual has bean exposed to AILS, we can reject them due to an

uncertain health status.
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