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1 Thank vou for ycur minute of 6 June enquiring about the precise positicn
cver undertakingson indemnity given to mambers of the Committee on Safety
of Medicines. Befcre replying, I scught the advice 2f cur lawyers on this

question.
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ters are obliged tc meet the approved expenses of tne C3M.  Paragrach 5
1 tc the Medicines Act 1968 states:
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"The Ministers shall defray any expenses incurred with their apgoroval."

3 The =ffical minutes, CSM/85/8th Meeting, held on 19-20 Sepremter 1985

record:
"3.1 In_reply tc members' concerns regarding the cossibility of perscnal
liability followed the legal action initiared bv the Opren Acticn
Greoup, Mr Hale said that the Department would pay the legal costs
and damages cf any member who was perscnzally subject tc any acticn
arising cut of CSM business."
4 I am advised that the power to meet expenses would cover thne cost of

orcviding legal services.
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Several members of the CSM have indicated that cer
iven when they were appointed regarding their o

surances and the
scace frcm its
us adverse effect on recruliment

5 Legal advice is that con the basis of the repcr:
ninutes, it is most uhlikely'that the Department ¢
" .ndertakings'. ir weuld certainly nave z seri
of future advisers were we tc try; clearly, o
ce in the public interest.
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