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Dear ciuan/

ANTI-HCV TESTING = PLASMA FOR FRACTIONATION

In the Compendium of Recommendations on anti-HCV testing it
was correctly recorded that BPL had agreed to accept plasma for
fractionation where the screen test was positive but RIBA II was

negative.

I have been informed by a member of the U.K. Advisory
Committee on Transfusion Transmitted Diseases that there is a
possibility that ELISA positive RIBA negative samples may contain
virus, although this is probably an uncommon finding. Also,
there is concern in some RTCs that the extracting of RIBA
negative plasma donations from quarantine deep freezers, which
will contain both infected and non-infected packs, may lead to
the incorrect issue of viraemic donations.

In view of this advice, and until these matters can be
satisfactorily resolved, my recommendation is that no products
should be issued from donations which 'are repeatably ELISA
positive including plasma for fractionation.' This means that
cections 5.13 and 6.3 in the Compendium are in abeyance until

further notice.
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e . CONTINUATION SHEET NO. woviussersinssennns

This advice does not apply to the management of repeatably
ELISA positive RIBA negative donors which should be implemented
as stated (Section 7.1)., It is the retesting of these donors
following subsequent donations which may assist in formulating
a national policy for the future.

Yours sincerely,

GRO-C

H.H. GUNSON,
National Dire
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