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For some time Miss Shaw and Mr. Combridge of the
Blood Products Unit here have been monitoring samples of
pooled human plasma for Australia antigen)

Aﬁ?&?ia using immunoelectrofosmopheresis and other methods.
Those samples which appear to be serologically positive

are checked by Dr. Lawn at Chelsea using immuno-electron
microscopy for morphological confirmation. We feel, however,
that the morphological criteria we accept as evidence for
the presence of #% antigen are somewhat arbitrary and that
the test would be more valuable if we could compare these
criteria with those accepted in other laboratories which

use the electron microscope in th : s

In our case, the problem iglaccentuated, not{only

because we are examining pools/from 10 or 25 dono®s, sO

that the antigen from one donor is diluted 10 or 25 times, i

but because the plasma is from aged blood and contains more i

- debris than serum or plasma from freshly drawn blood. :

It would be most helpful to us if you would examine the
enclosed micrographs and classify them on the enclosed form,
in the categories we suggest. It will be seen that the
micrographs have been deliberately selected to be of varying
quality. In addition, we would be grateful if you would _.

give usia brief summary.of the criteria you employ for mor— __
(iﬁyﬁazgthe

-

LA phological identification of Ju antigen, (& f“e‘E@

per iprovided) I enclose a list of those to whom we intend to

' send the micrographs. If you know of anyone else who might
be willing and able to belp-us-imthis-way, please could you
let me know. talc Pk

Please return the micrographs to:
Dr A.M. Lawn,.
The Lister Institute,

Chelsea Bridge Road,
London SW1W 8RH.

as soon as you can.

Yours sincerely,

¥. d'A. Maycock.
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Identification of Australia antigen by immuno-electron microscopy
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Plecse describe, briefly, your criteria for identifying

v

jusiresic zutiren using inmuno-electron microscopy

c. Criterie based on morpholo~y o indivicucl porticles
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