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Thank you for your letter of 24 October.

I am sorry that the circulation of my message to DPHs caused you surprise. I do feel that
the inclusion of the sentence which you quote in the section of the draft referring to bodies
which were stated to have reviewed and approved the guidelines, could reasonably have been
read as meaning that, with the minor modifications which you had included, this Department
was content with them.
publication” version, but it is clear frora enquiries that we have had subsequently that Health
Authorities and Trusts are very interested in the NHS Executive's view of the Guidelines.
or rather, as this has been the only subject of enquiries. of the recommendation in relation
to recombinant Factor VIII.

I am grateful that the reference was removed from the "pre-

Overall, T would say that the Guidelines do contain a lot of helpful information and I
appreciate that an attempt has been made to indicate the various levels of security of the
evidence and to grade the recommendations. Im our view, some of the evidence is more
secure than others evidence and this is particularly the case in relation to recombinant Factor
VIII. Our line remains that the individual circumstances of each patient with haemophilia
need to be considered and that purchasers should seek assurance that the money they spend
is determined by efficacy of treatment as well as value for money and related of course to
individual patient circumstances.

Yours, sincerely

GRO-C

DR GRAHAM WINYARD
MEDICAL DIRECTOR
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