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30 January 1985,

otTss mc#*

To: Medical Officer in Charge
Hospital Blood Bank. ~

Dear Doctor,

Enclosed pisase find a notice regarding the current status
of blood products and HTLY III antibody testing. It would
be appreciated if you could distribute the netice to the
relevant parsonnel in your haspital. _

Yours faithfully,

GRO-C

T.J. Walsh, M.E., M.R.C.Path., i
Consultant Haematologist. ' _

Sent to all renular recinfents of
; “Tono weekend” blood symplies arrancerents
Encl. in Owhlin and Country. .

Dr. Barrv nave copvy to Pegiomal Centre and
, they're takina care of their remions from
- Cork.

Sent copies to Limerick FPecional Hosnital
__Mooradovle, Limerick.

Lirerick Maternity Hospital
£t. “wnching, Limerick,

Euun&y Hoosital, Enmis, Cp.ol
County ™ , Hemanh, Co, Tipe
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11 blood donations collected since mid-October 1985 have been tested Fis

for antibodies to HTLV-III. It is possible that some products prepared

prior to that time:with a prolonged shelf-)ife may stiTl be in

circulation. The Blood Transfusion Service Board (BTSB) will now

replace such unused products with equivalent material prapared since.

HTL¥~-11] antibody screening was intrpduced, With regard to blood and
_Alood products in general, the following points should be moted:-

'Frash” whola'bloos ~ issusd within 24 hours of collection will
not have:besn tested. .

Platelet Concentrates - issved within 24 hours of collection will
not Rave been tested. The BTESE iz actively pursuing an
-alternative method of platalet storage to ensure that testing
can be performed on the majority of routine platelets issyed.

Frash frnzen: plasma ~ domations collected since 21 October 1988
have besn tetted. Any units with a collection date prior to
that should now be returned to-Pelican House.

3

| 7 = [reeze-dried plasma - units with an expiry date prior to December
~ I9%0 Rave not Desn tested. Such units sheuld be returned to
Palican House. -

= Albwmin, Hormal Muman Immunoglobulin for intramuscular injection

! and Anti-0 TmmunogTobulin For intravenous use:- :
These derivat ives, dus Lo their method of ma nufacture, are

believéd to be free from risk of viral disease transmission.

- Fibrinogen - It will not be possible to have Fibrinogen prepared
T‘rau_._ﬁsteuddunattuna for some considerable time. Users should
consider using cryoprecipitats preparsd from tested donations
8% an &ltermative where practical. =

= Eryoprecipitate - A1 cryoprecipitates issued prior to January 1986°
" %w % TBeen tested. Any unused units issued prior to that
time should now be returned. '

; ’_.f = Factor YII1 and Factor IX Concentrates - Al commarc fal Factar VII1-
[ Now 15Sued 15 heat Lreateg. n-neat trested material should be

returned to the manufacturer. Heat treatsd commerefal Factor IX
concentrate is now avaflable. It is hoped that heat treated
Fi'ctn" IY prepared by the BTSE will shartly be available;
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