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UNIVERSITY OF DUBLIN

TRINITY COLLEGE
DUBLIN 2

Department of Hasmatolooy,
Tl GRO-C| Central Pathology Laboratary,
Et. James's Hospital.

l4sh June 196E,

Mz. T. Keyes,

Chief Executive Dfficer,

Blerx! Transfusiom Service Board,
Pelizan bBouse,

40 Mespil Hoad,

uclin 4.

Dear Mo, Keyes,

I regrer I will e ynable to attend the Boerd mesting oo 15th June 1933, 1
trust howsver that the contents of this letter will assist in arriving at =
satisfactory decision regarding factor VII1 production in 1985.  The
ncloded suggestions are mede following discussions with representatives of
the Board including Dr. T. welsh, UK Directors of the Hasmophilia Reference
Lentre, Directors and other experis in the worldwide Haemophilis
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rll products Imortioned  ars oconsidered o have & peslible risk of HIV
infectiomn. Facwor VIII omoentrates, followsing the ATDE disaster meEy b
recoraed as belorgine to firsc,  gecond and theod generation producte.  The
present prodoct using lrigh plasme fractaionated by Ammorar is heat  trestes
for 72 hours at 68 C and belongs +0 the first generatiom groam.  This groag:
1= beoing repudly remowved  from the wor bl barket parcially because of
previous FIV disasters and 2lso Decause dry heat treatment ssetis inademiate
to destrioy the non A, non B hepetitis (MWEH) virus.,  There are likely to
e commercial oonsiderations also,

Coily ome first generation product has relzined ite reputstion inm relation
o HIV  infecticn and reffains on the markst = Cetier Kot HT, a product :
which umtil  recently waos wsed intemmively Wy the Kational Haomophilia i
Trasmmens Contre.  The heat trestment conditions of thois product ars thoss |
inniste? mon by the Board and the centrs, when the revent cocoOtract  to |
fractiomate Irish plasma was gramted o Artor . " i

|
Tre Boerd is seare that Ammour is ondy predecing this  first generation !
product  for the Irish market as it has withdrewn first gencration products ,
fram the world merket., The Board iy alse  aware  that Cutter only i
fracticnate in the B and Irish plasma is not permitted 0 enter® the US. |
Thus the Board is dependent upon a wnigue coacession fram Ammour to prodoce i
& first generation product for Irish haeficpchiliacs. |

Secorrd generation products are either "wet' heat treated, or are ary
heated o B0 C, rather than 68 €, as for the first generation produects, or
are solvent/detergent treated. These products decrease the risk of NRNEH
infection. ©Of those Hasmate P (Bohringer) & pesterized product and MES I
B7 (heated o BO C) heve ren given adeguate trials. The former is
available commerically and will be used by the National Hsemophilia Cemtre
for infante and yomg children whe have not come in oontart  with blood
Frodocts.
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The problem with commerically available second generation producis is  the
price. Pasteurised products are 2t least twice the price of dry heat
treated proxducts.

Third generation prodects are monoclonsl porified (Armear and Bafher).
They are as yet unlicensed and still involved in clindeal trials.  They
would  appeesr 0 b oassociated with mindmal risk of BANEH transmission,
Thers i= no definite idea of costs ut they are likely to be at least twice
the cost of dry heat treated prodochs.

Tne Board should wderstardd that in the present period of financial
stringency the hospitals woanld pot be expected to meet a doubling of the
cost of oonecentrates in 1988,  Some balance will have to D strock betwsen
cost and the infection dangsrs assooiated with Dlood  products. Using
fatter Foat HT and the Irish Pleste/Zomowr predocts oo new  HIV
garcomnvarsion has gogured for at least 12 momths.  Virtually all of our
treated hasmopndliacs have had FMRMEH. There is o definite evidenge that
coude products such as  Irish Plaswe/Atmour FPVILD produces irmme
deficiency despite thoir large oontent of protein.

In fmy View therefore the logical oonclusion for the Board is to make every
cifort ©0 olfdin Ampours agresment to take on prodection of  FVIIT
concentrates uwsing Irieh Plagme for 1589 in the same mennes as Sor 196,
Tris would heve Ty supoort as the Director of the Kations! Haemoghilis
Centre. For 'virgin patients' { i.e. wruslly infants) Haemete P wdll be
uses] protecting theen from WFemE.

Yours sincerely,

Professor 1. Tempe: lev,
A ,
k)
GRO-C
'l'
13t/ 1p

oury Td:  CEATRMAN & MEMBERS, BTSE
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