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Delayed AIDS testing

We would like 10 comment on the
suggesuon that the Depanment of
Hcalth and Social Security has
“delayed the launch™ of ALDS
wsung (This Weck. 8 August.

p 16). Premature imuaton of mass
anu-HTLV-1il screemng at Bnnsh
Transtuston Cenures was resisted
pv the dareclors nf cenircs as
d:mlcd in a ietter 10 The Lancet

2 March, 1985, p 524} Tnere
w-:rc several reasons for “deiav™
and thev did nor inctuge waung
until Wellcome Laboratones nad
produced their assay. n fact. tew
centres use Wellcome reagents for
their current routine
microboiogcal screemng, S¢
there 13 cerainly DO pre-exsung
pias towards that parncular
company.

Beifore any test 1s adopted in a
Uranshison Cenue, 248essment
must be 2 naturai precondivon.
American donors differ trom
Brush ones 1o several aspects of
donor demography and this 1s
refiected 1o Whe parameters of .
transmission of vanous iniectons
by transfuson. Thus 1t wouid have
been uTesponsibie not o nave seen
for ourscives how the varjous 1£sis
performed 10 We hanas of Bnusn
uUansfusion mMICTOOLIORASLS and
wnen appited o Bnusn oonors.
Although there has not been any
preconcetved choice. the Weiicome
test offers a number of potenual
advantages in the context of Bntish
transfusion centres and 1s thereiore
worthy of assessment. All the
Armmencan 1esis arc based on an
anu-globuiin assay pnaapie usiog
anpgen ol AMEncan ongn: e
VWellcorpe test uses anupen trom 2
Bnush panecnt. Toe Weillcome 1es1
15 10 a micTotrue - format and 15
compaubie with otner ransfuston
microoroiomcal assavs. In additon.
1 1s very rapid. with no
cumbpersome pre~diuton stage ond
Jewer steps than olner assavs,

A furiner major considerauon
was 1nat screenang of biood
Jonations shouid not hegan unul
ncople at nsh of AIDS could casily
UOLLN testing J1 siles other tnen
JFansfumon centres. Uur aonor

publiaty i3 amed &t muoimisung
the number of donors hkely 10 be
i AIDS-nsk groups. We do not
want to artract lugh-nsk donors
since there have been repons of
virus isolation from the
ivmphocyies of a iew ant-HTLV-
il} negauve subpects.

Betore making sweeping
Slatemenis about such an
1mporant and sensiuve 155US, may
we sugges thal vou picase gather
and present «if the [acis
Dr jonn Barpara
Heaa ot Micrapioiogy
Dr Patricia Hewitt
Depury Drrecror
Manonal Blood Transtusion Service
Edeware
Mddiesex

Roll on

R J. Gardner (Letters. 18 Juiy.
p 59) writcs 1hat pet canines
dehignt 1n roling on excrement
rotung meal and vegtanon He
womders whether this mught be
an msunct for concealing their
smell from prev. and he wans
10 KDOW 1i SIMUAr benaviour
pansTns arc known 1o wikd
pregators.

Trgers and iions do roll oo the
excrement of berpivores. Knain.
e tamous ugress of Simupai (e
subiect Ol mv pneromone research)
rolied on eievhant dung. Lions do
hikewnse and 1 have discussed the
maner with George Adamson (of
Born Free iame) who shares
(Grardner’s views. But Terence
Adamson says Lhat the habn might
be 1o repei 1nsects. because aung
ano unne of hernvores, especially

goats. do so. Tony Fitmonn (aiso of

the Adamson's Camp) savs that
iions frequendy roll on the aung
of dik dik. the smallest anteiope.
R. L. Branmacnary

Indian Staustical Instuuie
Calcuna. India

Pineal gland

Two erTors have crept into my
arucle on the pineai giand 125 July,
p 36),

First. it 15 stated Lnat endorohins
sumuiate e reicase of

“hypothaiamic LHRH and thus

pitutiary LH. In fact. 1o hamsiers’
and sheep \he omale antagonist
nalonone stimuiates LH
production. 10 a season-dependent
manner, suggesung that
£D00RENOUS OMALES. such as
f-enaorphun. 1nhipt the
production of LH.

The second error occurs in the
box. wrninien by Gail Vines. which
accompanied my arucle. We do
0Ol have anv evkicnce that
meiatonin rhythms freerun in
Antarcuca but s 15 a
possibility currentiv under
invesugabon.

Josepnine Arendt
Lmversity of Surrey
Guildfora

Surrey

Work blues
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My anenuon was caught by the
1tem A.lr-oondmomng ana work
s:c:mss {Science, 15 August,
23

Ar-conditioning ptant is
adjusted 1o bmit the 1ntake of fresh
air 10 a rate usuaijv determined by
assessing the number of peopie,
normally using the puuding dnd

providing a recommended guanuty '

of air per person. Thrs means that
in many puildings. espenallv tnose
which 1ncluae a iarge unoccupied
space such as an "atnum”. most of
the air 1s being recvcica wathin the
ouniding angd is likely to contan ao
increasing proportion of bugs and
the uke whicn are no1 detecied by
the usual methods of measunng

PDUuuon.

Consequently, is 11 not I.lkeh.
that manv sicknesses. possbiy
including legronpaires’ disease,
mav be caused not by some
new bug but by a3 buid-up of
bugs wixch have aiwavs been
around but net sufficienuy
concentraled (o overcome the
bodv's detences?

D. M. Goodacre
Pouters Bar
Hems

Genetic plenty
As an Ethiopan, | would like 10
extend my thanks 1o yowr reporie
for reveailng the truth aogut
Ethiopa’s contnounon of p:ncnc
diversty D the hugh-vielding fooc
lhmughout the world
IS August, p 22} it 15 indeed an
wony LBat MY country has
received pothing of what 1t
desayves in lermas Of researcn

. 15 pot anacked bv siofage -pesty at

all. in the rield. however, 1t nac
many 1osect pests among wiuch
one of Ine oSt 1mporant 1s Tec
e worm (Menmaxva ienicodiis .
Walker, Lepiaop Nocnwaar:. |
nave studied the motogy and
control of this pest 11 Elhioma
with tne hetp of a scnolarstup iroi
the Food and Agnculture
Orgamsaiton. | am how wmling
up my PhD thesis on my
findings,
Tadesse Gebremedhin
impertal Cotleze of Science

and Tecanotogy
Field Siation

- Stiwood Park

Ascot
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