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Mr Alexander GRO-C 4l

TREATNENT OF HARMOFHILIA = AHZ CONCENTRATE

1+ Since Dr Reison and I discussed with the Mindster of Sutc hlt woelk
th. quntion or nuppliu of AHG concentrate, we have . cstas

the, . of i thntum-.mdoontrdﬂmnoetothamentot
a.zslmpiMMS.ﬁmmbnmd.nnihhhtoacmml
Luthorities to increase MIS produotion of this material. V¥e have
been asked to draw attention to the faot that a decision to meke this
speciel allocation of resources to blood preoducts production inevitably
moans that less money overall will be available for other high priority

Health Authority services eg mentally ill, mentally hendicspped, femily
planning, and certein centrelly sponsored projects, such es schemes to
reduce waiting timese But there is broad agreement that such an
alloeation would be Justifiable.

2¢ If the Hinidster of State confirms his intention to take special
measures to incrense production of AFC concentrate he ooculd write in the
following terms to the several iiPs to whom anawers are outstanding,
Subject to his views on this draft we could then use it bas a basis for
replying to the individual cases -~

"1 em sorry not to have replied earlier to your letter of «ees
about the provision of facteor VIII for the treatment of
heemophilie but I wanted to examine this problem in some
detail,

It is the case that the most recently developed form of Factor VIII,
umen freese dried anti-hasmophilic globulin conscentrate or, for
short, AHG concentrate, is regarded by most clinioiens es the
optimum form of trestment for their heemophilic patients.

Adeguate stocks of this material, which is imported, are

availsble from commercisl sources, but it is expensive and
" Heelth Authorities cannot afford to buy as much as they would

wish to, given the various cleims on their resources.

Factor VIII 48 also produced within the National Heslth Service
fron blood donations to the National Blood Tranafusion Service
but not yet in sufficlent quantities, partiocularly so far ea ANHG
concentrete is concerned.

I have come to the conclusion that we must take steps to mske
the NS self-sufficient in AHG concentrate as soom as possible,
end to achieve this I propose to authorise the alloocation of
spacial finance to boost cur own production of this material.
In addition we shall meed the full co=operstion of all clinicians
who will need to use oconsiderably more concentrated red cells
for transfusion rather than whole blood, in order to free plasma
for conversion into ANG concentrates”
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5« It will be necessary to inform leglonal Authorities of this
decision, and I attech for informetion s rather fuller draft of &
Dear Sir letter which I suggest should issue at about the same time e
the Nindster of 3tate's letter to MPs,.

e During our discussion last week mention was made of a possible
srrenged P (which oould be based on the last three paragraphs of the
draft above)e I am somewhat doubtful sbout this since the mein
pressure 1s for additional money to buy the commercial product nows
However, you will no doubt take the Minister of State’s views on thia.

B 0 B Gidden
H528
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Dr Beddard

Dr Eaison

Dr Maycook —
Dy Waiter

Mr Juckaon
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