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11l.TIOIy HEART HOSPITLL - USE OF BLOOD 
115 Is Robert McCrindle (C. Brent;,00d and Ones) 
To aek the Secretary of State for Social Services, if he has yet received the 
report of the Co=iittee of Inquiry net up by the *Bard of Governors of the 
]:atioral Eeart Hospital into the use of blood; and if he will make a statement. 

l.'R. llORK: x FOVLE1Ri 

I have now studied carefully the report from the Board of Governors of the 
National Heart and Chest Hospitals which sy hon Friend the sinister for 
Health requested following allegations in the press in October 1980 about 
misuse of blood and blood products. 

The l:erort reveals cerSous defects in procedures at the hospital knich are 

now beii:g rectified by the Board of Governors. The Report also suggests that 

there is need for improvements in record keeping procedures in the blood 

transfusion service and I cn arranging for these procedures to be looked at 

urgently. 

'rho Report, however, also indicated tho possibility of illegal action and I 

have, therefore, referred the Report to the Director of Public Prosecutions. 

I uinh to assure the public, and particularly all those who give their blood 

for use through the I:atioruwl Blood Transfusion Service, that we shall do 

everything ruccrcary to maintain the integrity of that Service. It is a vital 

part of our health services and I hope that there will be continued grow-Li 

in donations which last year exceeded two million. 
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