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Zubeda

The remit for the work done by Peter Burgin was to review surviving documents
from 1973 to 1985 to address a number of issues, chiefly:

- how the Department implemented the policy of UK self sufficiency in blood
products begun in 1973 (Lord Owen has said publicly that officials did not

carry out his wishes);

- to chart the developing understanding of the seriousness of non A/non B
hepatitis (later identified as hepatitis C);

- to examine the extent to which problems at BPL delayed the achievement of
self sufficiency;

- whether the achievement of self sufficiency would have led to fewer cases
of hepatitis C in haemophilia patients.

It was not set up to address Lord Owen's allegation, dating from the late
80s, that the papers from his period as a Minister had been "pulped".
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Unfortunately, none of the key submissions to Ministers about self
sufficiency from the 70s/early 80s appear to have survived. Our search of
relevant surviving files from the time failed to find any. One explanation
for this is that papers marked for public interest immunity during the
discovery process on the HIV litigation have since been destroyed in a clear
out by SOL (there is an email from Anita James to me confirming this).

This would have happened at some time in the mid 90s.

I suspect that Lord Owen's allegation about pulped papers refers to the
papers kept by Private Office which are never kept after a change of

Government. They are either shredded or handed back to the relevant policy
section. However, the fact that we can no longer find any of these
documents - so can't say what Ministers did or didn't know about the state of
play on self sufficiency - just plays into the hands of the conspiracy
theorists.

Peter Burgin's report nonetheless contains some useful stuff. However,

before we make it more widely available it needs (I think):
- An executive summary;

- References added both to the documents gquoted (eg guotes from published
articles should be fully referenced) and to back up statements which
otherwise remain unsubstantiated, eg paras 5 of page 9 states "at this time
[1993] it was felt that there were dangers in absolute self sufficiency
leading to a reliance on a sole supplier of blood products”. It's no good
putting this out unless we can say who felt this and in what context it was
said. We should also be able to give Ministers the option of releasing
documents that corroborate statements made in the report.

- you may also wish to consider sending - with Ministers agreement - a final
draft to some of the people consulted - eg Frank Hill, Terry Snape, Karin
Pappenheim for comments on factual accuracy.

As to the PQ, one possible response is to say something like:

'An informal review i1s being undertaken by the Department of Health to
clarify the facts surrounding the drive for UK self sufficiency in blood
products in the 1970s and 1980s. The review has been based on papers
available from the time but has not addressed allegations that files from
that period went missing. The outcome of the review has not yet been
presented to Ministers.'

Hope this is helpful.
Charles

————— Original Message=m==== .

From: Zubeda.Seedat@' GRO-C : [mailto:Zubeda.Seedat(sf GRO-C .
Sent: 05 June 2003 16:17

To: Charles Lister

Subject: PQ

Charles,

I attach the PQ which refers to the Peter Burgin report.
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The Lord Clement-Jones - To ask Her Majesty's Government what review has
been carried out of the circumstances in which files relating to liability
for the supply of blood products, which were compiled while Lord Owen was
Health Minister, went missing; and what has been the outcome. (HL3208)

Zubeda

PS: All very impressed that you are coming in this weekend!
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