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Consultants

Mirs. Beckelt: To ask the Secretary of Suate for Health
how many whole-time equivalent consultanis were
appointed in each of the last five years as part of the new
deal for junior doctors.

Mr. Malone: Our regional task forces repon that
appointments have been made as follows:
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Hepatitis C

Mrs. Beckett: To ask the Secretary of State for Health
what research her Department is doing on hepatitis C.

Mr. Sackville: The Depariment of Health is funding
through its centrally commissioned research progrunine
a project which is looking at behaviours associated with
exposure 1o hepatitis C, hepatitis B and HIV infections.

The main agency through which the Government
suppoct biomedical and clinical research is the Medical
Research Council which receives its grant in aid from the
Office of my right hon. Friend the Chanceller of the
Duchy of Lancaster and which is, [ understand, funding 2
number of projects researching into hepatitis C.

Mrs. Beckett: To ask the Secretary of Staie for Health
when her Department first became aware of the risk of
wransmission of hepatitis C through blood wansfusion
products; when blood transfusion producis were firsi
screened for hepatitis; and when the blood test fod
hepatitis C was first available.

Br. Sackville: Ii lvas been known since the 1970s thal,
despite the introduction of testing for Hepalitis B, sume
recipients of blood and blood products continued 1o
develop hepatitis which was neither hepatitis A nor
hepatitis B—NANB. In 1982 a virus ealled hepatitis C
was reporied in scientific lieralure, which was thought tu
be the main cause of MANB tansfusion associated
hepatitis. The first anti-hepatitis C tests werne reporicd in
scientific literature in March 1989, bul did not becoame
available until later in the year, Expert advice was thal
these tests should not be inroduced because of proven
deficiencies. These first tests had a large number of [alse
positive and false negative results and no satisfactory
confinnalory lests were available. In due course, the test
was improved considerably and also confirmatory lests
became available. Boutine testing of all blood donalions
for antibodies for the hepatitis © virus was introduced in
September 1991, when the capert ddvice was that
sufficiently reliable fests were available.

Mrs. Beckell: To ask the Sccretary of Staie for [ealih
il she will make a statement on any plans she has to
compensate  patients  developing  hepatitis € from
transfusion of NHS blood products,

Mr. Sackville: The Government have no plans (o nuke
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Junior Hospital Doctors

Mrs. Beckett: To ask the Sccictary of State fur Healih
wlha holds the job contracts of junior hospital dectors; and
if she will make a statcment on ehanges she is planning

Mr. Malone: The job conlracls of registrars and senice
registrars are currently held by regional health autherities;
those of senior house officers and pre-registration house
alficers are normally held by their employers, either trusis
or health authorities. For infonnation about our plans for
the fuure, | refer the right hon. Member 1o the reply |
gave the hon, and leamed Member lor Monigomery (Mr
Carlile) on 9 February, Official Report, columns J69-70.

Capital Projects

Sir John Gors: To ask the Secrctary of Siate for
Health what capital projects have been campleted in the
I.ondon borough of Barnet with a works cost of over £
rillion since 1979; and if she will give n bricf description
of cach projecl.

M. Sackville: The figur=s in the table record nztional
health service capital projects that have been completed
wilhin the boundary of the London borough of Danct
with a works cost of over £1 million since 1979, and a
briel deseription.

NHE copital projeci Warks caosr Dhegeraprion Year
£

Bamel General 1,402,850  Kichen anel 1983 B4
Hospital dining

Central Public Healh 14,620,193 Public healih 196453
Laboratory Service, labaratery
Celindale

51 Siephen's Auds 2T 000 HIV day unid 154889
Centre

Edgware General 1362200 Tatsalogy 1988 59
Hospatal departinent

Colindale 2723370 Psychogeriotri: 1959 ]
Psychogenatne facilinies
Hﬂil:al o)

Acamprosale

Mp. Alex Carlile: To ask the Secretary of State tor
Health (1) how much acamprosate was used in the RHS
in 1994: and if she will make a statement;

{2} what guidelines are i place 10 regulate the use of
aramprosate in the NHS, and if she will make a stasement

Mr. Bowis: Information v tse vse of acamprosile o
the natignal healih service 10 1994 is nol available
centrally. Acamprosate is nol licensed for wiz in the
United Kingdom, although an application for such 2
licenee is currently with the Medicines Contrul Agency
Before a licence is granted, the Medizines Conuol Agencs
will need 1o be satisficd as (o the prodoct’s qualiny, salely
and efficacy

Methicillin-resistant Staphyloceccus Aurcus

Mr. Alex Carlile; To ask the Secrerary of St for
Plastts whayt measures she has taken o secure ”_‘fl
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