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LETfER 
Delayed AIDS testing 
we would like to comment on the 
sufgcuon that the Department of 
Hcahh and Soul Secvnty has 
- delaved the launch- of AIDS 
resting IThia Week. 8 August. 
p 161. Premature imuauon of mass 
anu-HTLV-llI screening at British 
Transfusion Centers was resisted 
by the dveclori of centres as 

detailed in a letter to Tile Lamer 
s,7. March, 1985, p 5241. There 
were several rtsisons for 'delay" 

and they did not include waiting 
until Wellcome Laboratories mad 
produced their assay. In fact_ few 

centres use Wellcome reagents for 
their Current routine 
micmbioiogical screening. so 

theft is certainly no pre-existing 
clan towards that particular 
company. 

Before any usit is adorned in a 
transtrmon omit. assessment 
must be a namuai precondition. 
Amerii n donors differ from 
British ours to several aspects of 
donor demography and this is 
rrtrecirl in the parameters of
ttansmfswon of vinous inrecuons 
by trans uonn- Thus It would have 
been u• estionsibie not to nave seen 
for ourselves how tnc various fists 
performed in the lianas of Bnusn 
transfusion microototogsts and 
when appiied to Bnusn oonars. 
Although there has not been any 
preconceived choice, the Wellcome 
test ofTers a number of potential 
advantages in the Context of British 
transfusion centres and is therefore 
worthy of assessment. All me 
American rests are based on an 
arm-globulin assay principle using 
antigen of American origin: vie 
Wellcome rest uses anuRca tram a 
Bntish patient_ The Wellcome test 
is In a mtcrotrve format and is 
compatible with other transfusion 
microotoiotacal assays. In addition. 
iii very rapid with no 

.umtiersome pre-dilution stage and 
lower steos than other assays. 

A further maior consideration 
was trial scrrenine of blood 

donations should not begin until 
people at risk of AIDS could easily 
amain testing at sites other men 

pubiiaty is aimed at minimising 
the number of donors likely to be 
in AIDS-risk groups. %ke do not 
want to rurracr high-risk donors 
since there nave corn reports Of 
virus isolation from lute 
lvmpoocietes of a few anti-HTLV-
1I1 negative subjects. 

Bciore making sweeping 
statements about such an 

important and sensitive issue. may 
we suggest that you piease gather 
and present all the maces 
Dr.ionn Barnara 
Heaa of .Wicrornoogv 
Dr Pamela Hewn 
Devurr Drrecinr 
hatioiut/ Blood Transfusuin Servirr 
Eueware 
.Middlesex 

Roll on 
fZ J. Gardner (Letters. 1 S July. 
p 59) writes taat pet canines 
delight in rolling on excrement_ 
rotting meat and vsgctanon_ He 
wonders whether thu might be 
an instinct for conaeaI at their 
smell from prey. and he Wants 
to know ii smear behaviour 
patterns arc known in sold 
predators. 

Tigers and lions do roll on the 
excrement of herbivores. Khain, 
me ramous ugsrss of Simuvai (sac 
subsea of my pneromone research) 
roiiea on eieohant dung. Lions do 
likewise and I have discussed the 
matter with George Adamson tof 
Born Free fame) who shares 
Gardners views. But Terence 
Adamson says that the habit [night 
be to repel insects because sung 
ano urine of nerbivares, espmally 
goats, do so. Tony Fitzlonn taiso of 
we Adamson s camp) says that 
lions fraiucatly roll on the sung 
of dik dik. the smallest antelope. 
R. L. Branmacnary 
Indian Statrsucai Instuute 
Ca/cub. India 

Pineal gland 
Two errors have crept into my 
article on the pineal gland t 5 July. 
p 36). 

First. it is stated that endorphins 
ansiu,i.in centres. Our donor summate Inc release of 

hvpothslamic LHRH and thus 
pituitary LH. In fact. to hamsters 
and sheep the opiate antagonist 

nalosone stimulates LH
oapr ucutta, is a se ason-dependent 

manner. suggesnrig that 
enaoeenous opiates such as 

mb-enopfun. inhibit the 
production of LH. 

The second error occurs in the 
box. written by Gail Vines which 
accompanied my article. We do 
not have any evidence that 
melatonin rhythms freerun in 
Antarctica but tins is a 
possibility currently under 
investigation. 
Josennine .arendl 
Linrversuv of.,urrep 
Guildfora 
Surrey 

Work blues
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My attention was caught by the 
item -Air-conditioning and work 
sickness" (Science. 15 August, 
p 23). 

Air-conditioning plant is 
adjusted to limit the intake of fresh 
air to a rate usually determined by 
assessing the number of people 

normally using the building kod 
providing a recommended quantity 
of air per person. This means that 
in many Duila nings. estxally those 
which incluae a lame unoccupied 
space such as an "atnum-. mast of 
the air is being recycled within the 
building and is likely to contain an 
increasing proportion of bugs and 
the like which arc not detected by 
Inc usual methods of measuring 

pollution.. 
Consequently, is it not Likely 

that many sicknesses possibly 
incfndane legionnaires' disease. 
may be caused not by same 
new bug but by a build-up of 
bugs winch have always been 
around but not sufficiently 
concentiaed to overcame the 
body's defences' 
D. M. Gooaacre 
Porters Bar 
Heirs 

Genetic plenty 
As an Ethioptait. I would like to 
extend my thanks to your reports 
for revealing toe truth about 
Ethiopia's contribution of genetic 
diverse to the high-vielding tooc 
crops throughout the world 
(5 August. p 221. it is uidmd an 
irony that my country has 

received nothing of what in 
deserves in terms of research 
—mz to miprove to iood 
aaoipe It is high rime that 
Ethta as Would set Iooe-tam 
Teae>aen aid. 

By me way. ter_ once harvested 

is not anacrced by storage-pests at 
all. In use field_ however, it nos 
many insect pests. among which 
one of the most imoortant is TeC 

Let WOrm I_Nenfaxva ignlcall: - 
Walker. Letiiaon Nocnrioaei. i 

nave studied the otology and 
Control of this pest in Ethionu 

with the help of a schoiarsmp Trot 
the Food and Agncvlturc 

Orgamsallon. I am how witting 

up my PhD thesis on my 
6ndmgs. 
Tadesse Gedremedhln 
Impertal College of Science 

and Technology 
Field Simian 
Sil wood Park
.45t01 
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