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ou: OF COURT SETTLEMENT 

.. Since :he early 1980x, with the Opren case (atili continuing) the 

Govern..,nent. in its role as the Licensing Authority for nedlcines, has been 

involved in a number of court actions, So has the o.r! ittee on Safety of 

medicines (CS . It has always denied lfabi'l.ity and resisted any overtures 

to be involved in out o: court settle,..ents because of the ic^plied rsdmission 

of liability and the risk that it would encourage further litigation and 

public pressure for similar sattleiren_rs out of co•4rt. There is already, in 

addition to HIV, potential rajor litigation, involving benzodiazepiree, and 

the IU Copper '1 • 

2. Whist there nay be unique features in the case of HIV cff{cials do not 

think that any out of court settlement in that issue could be effectively 

ring fenced so es not to create a precedent. Any such settlement would need 

to involve the Licensing Authority and tie CSMM - it could not 'sat include 

the Secretary of State in respect of h.s NH8 reepo tires. It would 

accordingly be a precedent for sirr.ilar out of court settlement of other 

claims against the Licensing Authority and C . it would also be :i~cely to 

encourage further litigation against the Aatnorlty, which would be damaging 

to the integrity of the 'licensing system, It could lead on to 

over-defensive l-sensing decisions and .e.uctance of ecedemtcs to serve on 

CSM and other S4 advisory committees, on which the :,icenelrg Authority is 

reliant. 
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3. Any sort of court settlement could only cover those involved in 

litigation and be of no benefit to haemophiliacs with HIV infection who were 

not so involved for whatever reason. 

4. official would accordingly advise strongly acainst an out of court 

settlement in the V/haemophiliacs litigation. 
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