
Contaminated Blood 
CAMPAIGN 

submissions@infectedbloodinguiry.org.uk 

Glenn Wilkinson 
E: lenn GRO-C g ._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._.. 

28 May 2025 

RE: ADDITIONAL SUBMISSION ARISING FROM TRANCHE 055 

It is with disappointment that CBC feel the need to comment on the fact we 
have been given very little time by the Infected Blood Inquiry to respond to the 
recently released disclosure to Tranche 055 (IBCA and Government Response 
on Compensation). 

We received an email on Thursday 22 May confirming that we had a deadline 
of noon on Wednesday 28 May to respond. Given this tranche ran to some 30 
documents, some of which were very large and detailed, this has made it 
incredibly stressful and time-consuming to read, absorb and respond by the 
deadline, which has meant once again, campaign work eating into our 
weekend, Bank holiday and family time. 

If any organisation understands the pressures that we as a community face, it 
should be the Infected Blood Inquiry. This tight deadline will effectively mean 
that most people and campaign groups are not able to respond fully, if at all, 
by the deadline set. 

It is also relevant to note that as the Hepatitis community are being dealt with 
vastly differently to those with HIV, it is therefore in our interest to do our very 
best to scrutinise all information put out by the Inquiry. It is not 'job done' for 
us, we are the ones having to fight on with all the health and psychological 
impacts we face on a daily basis with only our own resources to rely on. 

We detail below our comments on some of the relevant documents: 
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7) This 69 page document included minutes of meetings which consisted of 
the cl inical and legal expert groups. However, I was disappointed to read that 
the minutes were only a summary of the Expert Group's meetings and topics 
for discussion; there was no detail whatsoever anywhere in the document 
which included the discussions and debate that took place between the 
Experts themselves and the Cabinet office. It is also relevant to note that the 
Cabinet Office themselves have chosen what parts of the discussions should be 
included and excluded. This does not represent openness and transparency. 
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communications with the Cabinet Office that in order to hide the detail and 
therefore the truth, the Cabinet Office consistently rely on the release of 
'summary' documents only. 

i. Release the details of discussions/debates within the Expert Group/s and 
include the discussions/debates between the Expert Group/s and the Cabinet 
Office; 

ii. We need to see specific agendas that have been set for the expert group/s 
by Government. 

We need and deserve to see those discussions/debates in order to understand 
how the Government has arrived at their decisions. We don't want summaries 
and we don't want overviews which have been decided by Government, we 
need to see the un-filleted and un-redacted details. 

Having access to the detailed discussions/debates that have taken place wil l 
either validate or undermine the Government's position that it was the Experts 
that made key proposals to divide our community into multiple stages and 
categories which are now being faced by the Hepatitis community. 
Government may say that it is not possible to release this level of detail 
however, as you will see from my first written statement to the Inquiry 
WITI2050001 dated 14 August 2020 at paragraph 122, I refer to FOls I 
submitted to the Department of Health and Social Care in 2011 which resulted 
in a detailed response including discussions, letters, emails and reference 
documents which the Clinical Expert Group used for the Government Review 
which was published on 10 January 2011. 

8) As referred to above, it is clear that specific information provided by the 
Clinical Experts is not known by anyone other than the Cabinet Office. This 
information is of the highest importance if we are ever going to understand 
why Government have made the decisions they have. We would like to 
strongly request that Inquiry call the Clinical Experts to give oral evidence to 
cover these issues, or at the very least, we request that the Inquiry should 
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10) On page 23, under (ii), bul let point 3 it says: It was confirmed that all 
individuals claiming for HIV infection would be categorised as `severe. CBC 
would like to know which Expert/s arrived at this conclusion and on what 
grounds? We would also like to know if any of the experts classified liver 
cirrhosis as `severe', particularly as there is no medication available for liver 
cirrhosis and there is a high risk of cancer once someone develops liver 
cirrhosis, which requires bi-annual liver tests. 

• associated • • • - • -• • •, 

12) We find it difficult to believe the Clinical Expert group didn't discuss 
anything to do with the horrendous side effects of interferon and ribavirin 
treatments, including the long-term effects of these treatments; the extra 
hepatic manifestations and vCJD. It is hard to believe they didn't discuss the 
issue of the need for bi-annual testing once liver disease has progressed to 
liver cirrhosis with all the lifelong worry that entails however, I couldn't find 
anything to do with these issues within the summary minutes. 

It is this lack of detail which leads me to believe that the Cabinet Office have 
effectively `cherry-picked' what information they have chosen to release within 
their summary minutes. 
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The links to the above files could not be found on the Inquiry website and we 
were unable to read and therefore respond to these documents. 

GRO-C 

Glenn Wilkinson 
For and on behalf of Contaminated Blood Campaign 
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FOI sent by G Wilkinson on 24th May 2024 
FOI sent by G Wilkinson on 24th May 2024 

Acknowledgement received 28th May 2024, merging the 2 separate FOls into 1 

(FOI 2024/07006) 
Email received 24th June 2024 delaying their response to 23

rd July 2024 
Email sent on 10th July 2024 criticising the delay 
Response received on 23rd July 2024, stating f600 limit exceeded. Suggested 

refining the request. 
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FOI sent on 2nd October 2024 
Acknowledgement received from CO 3rd October 2024 stating their aim to 
respond by 30th October 2024 (FO12024/13031) 
Email received 30`h October 2024 delaying their response to 27 November 
2024 

Email received 27th November 2024 delaying their response to 30th December 
2024 

Email received 30th December 2024 delaying their response to 29th January 
2025 

ICO was contacted to ask about making a complaint regarding these ongoing 
delays. Was advised to write to the CO advising them of an intention to make 
a complaint. This was done on 9th January 2025. 

Page 8 of 10 

SUBS0000100_0008 



• '' 1 CO•1i si.1rnrs[. (.iiIis1iIuuIiu• • gi b. 

2024 
Email received on 30th January 2025 from ICO confirming case closed as CO 
have responded. 

Acknowledgement received from CO 3'd October 2024 stating their aim to 
respond by 30th October 2024 (FO12024/12999) 
Email received 30th October 2024 delaying their response to 27 November 
2024 
Email received 27th November 2024 delaying their response to 30th December 
2024 
Email received 30th December 2024 delaying their response to 29th January 
2025 
ICO was contacted to ask about making a complaint regarding these ongoing 
delays. Was advised to write to the CO advising them of an intention to make 
a complaint. This was done on 9th January 2025. 
G Wilkinson was authorised by Lesley to take over the complaint. 
A complaint was made to ICO on 14th January 2025 
Email received on 22" d January 2025 from ICO confirming they have asked the 
CO to respond. 
On the 29th January 2025, the CO responded to the original FOI of 2 hd October 
2024. 
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FOl sent on 2 nd October 2024 
Acknowledgement received from CO 3'd October 2024 stating their aim to 
respond by 30th October 2024 
Email received 30th October 2024 delaying their response to 27 November 
2024 
Email received 27th November 2024 delaying their response to 30th December 
2024 
Email received 30th December 2024 delaying their response to 29th January 
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FO I sent on 3 rd October 2024 
Acknowledgement received on 4t" October 2024 stating their aim was to 
respond by 31St October 2024 
FO I Response received on 31}t October 2024 
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