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I provide this statement in response to a request under Rule 9 of the Inquiry Rules 

2006 dated 25 August 2021. 
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1. My name is Shirley Smith ("Dewdney"). My date of birth is l GRO-C ; 1963. 1 

reside at _._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._GRO-C_._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._. . I married my husband in 

1990 and we have five children and four grandchildren together. I am currently 

employed at a major supermarket chain, and I am on secondment to the Trade 

Union. 
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3. I can confirm that I have chosen not to have legal representation and that the 

Inquiry Investigator has explained the anonymity process to me. I do not wish 

to be anonymous as I wish for my story to be known in full. 

4. The Inquiry Investigator has explained to me the `Right to Reply' procedure, 

and I understand that if I am critical of a medical professional or organisation, 

they will have the right to reply to that criticism. 

5. 1 wish to acknowledge that naturally as time passes, memories can fade. I have 

been able to provide approximate timeframes for matters based on life events. 

However, these timeframes should be accepted as 'near to' rather than precise 

dates. 

6. I have constructed this statement without access to my step-father's medical 

records. 

7. My step-sister Debbie Tait was present in the room during the process of 

drafting my witness statement. Both; GRO-B ` Ro-B  ) and Tracey 

Vasey (WITN5327001) have provided witness statements to the Infected Blood 

Inquiry ("181"), outlining the impact my step-father's HCV infection had on their 

lives. 

Section 2. How Affected 

8. Before I was born, my father had married his first wife and they had four children 

together. Their names are Matty Wiper, Sharon Wiper, Tracy Wiper, and Steven 

Wiper. My mother also had two children before she married my step-father. 

Their names are Haslarn ("Hazy") Khalik and Madjide Khalik. 

9. From the age of around six months old, I had lived with my mother Betty Wiper 

and my step-father Billy. Whilst he is not my biological father, I have always 

called him dad. I shall refer to him as my father from this point on within my 

witness statement. 
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sought medical assistance, but I remember sitting in the waiting room in the GP 

for long periods at a time. I can only assume that this was attributable to his 

haemophilia and its consequences. 

17. As far as I am aware, my father did not have many large bleeds throughout my 

childhood which would have required treatment at the RVI. Albeit, there were a 

number of incidents where he experienced small bleeds which he treated at 

home without the assistance of blood treatment. 

18. Sometimes, my father would cut himself shaving, which required him to recover 

at home for two days or so. He is the only haemophiliac I know that despite the 

risk of suffering an associated bleed, would shave his face every day. Another 

time, I saw him nick the end of his finger on a corned beef tin in the kitchen, it 

bled profusely and he stood in the garden with his hand in the air to stop the 

bleeding. 

19.Around 1980 or 1981, when I was aged approximately eighteen years old, I 

attended the Haemophilia Ward at the RVI with my father so that he could 

undergo his pre-operation assessment with Professor Jones. He was due to 

have. an operation to remove all of his teeth, as he had been experiencing 

issues with his teeth for a number of years prior. 

20. During the pre-operation face to face assessment, he was asked by Professor 

Jones whether he had recently suffered from any bleeds or swelling. In 

response, he had stated that he had recently been bleeding from his back 

passage. There were concerns and questions surrounding my dad's health, as 

to whether the operation would go ahead as planned. 

21. The dangers of experiencing a severe bleed as a result of the operation were 

explained to my father by Professor Jones, and my father felt a lot more positive 

about it when it was explained that they would use Factor IX concentrate as 

treatment. 

22. My father was not provided with any information surrounding the risk of being 

exposed to blood borne infection associated with the use of Factor treatment. I 
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was then given Factor VIII concentrate. This was successful at stopping his 

bleeding. 
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on a regular basis, possibly as much as every month or so initially before it 

settled down to every 6 months. ; GRO-C 

GRO-C 
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frequent the local pub on a regular basis. However, after his HCV diagnosis, he 

rarely left the family home. 
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as a result of receiving contaminated Factor IX and VIII around 1980 or 1981 

at the RVI. 
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Section 5. Impact, 

Mental/Physical Impact 

47. Our father was one of the funniest men you'd ever meet. He was so caring, 

loving, and he was very sharp. Everyone loved him. However, retrospectively, 

we had noticed that there was a decline in the state of our father's physical 

health from the point of his HCV diagnosis. It therefore could be suggested that 

the attributable cause of his physical decline was his HCV. 

48. From the point at which it is believed that my father had contracted HCV, he 

had been suffering with problems sleeping. He sought medical assistance from 

his GP on numerous occasions as it was having an effect on his everyday life. 

As far as I recall, the only medication he received was sleeping pills. He also 

experienced fatigue and was often lethargic. He would have to sleep in the 

afternoon on most days 

49. Particularly within a month of his death, my father had lost a lot of weight. He 

went from a well-built, tall, and stocky man of 15/16 stone to resembling a 

skeleton. It was pitiful to witness this decline. GRo _ 'and I used to say that he 

had old bones before his age. 

50. My father had also developed a taste aversion to amongst other things, alcohol. 

This was very out of the ordinary as he had previously been a heavy drinker 

and he would frequent the local pub on a daily basis. 

51. Due to my father's haemophilia, he had experienced issues with his joints such 

as his elbows and knees, and was a little hunchbacked. The swelling in the 

joints caused him the most discomfort and pain. In particular, he had problems 

with his arms which meant that he could not straighten them without being in 

excruciating pain. In hindsight his joint problems seemed to worsen 

considerably in his later years which would be in keeping with the impact of the 

HCV on his system. 
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mental state of health. I cannot say that he was diagnosed with depression or 

ever complained of such. 

Treatment 
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this way was heart-wrenching; it was so out of character. It felt as though she 

had completely switched identities.
------- ----- ---------- 
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change almost overnight. GRo D 
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father's death with my mother. I don't know whether his passing

GRO.-D or she just gained a better understanding of what was wrong with 

him _...  -~-~-~-~-~-~-G RO-D 
-~-~-~-~- - - 
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family. Until I was aged ten years old, I lived with my mother and father. I was 

the only child and we had a happy upbringing. However, as soon as my father 

was diagnosed with HCV, it changed the family dynamics and family life 

disintegrated. 
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have a job as a cleaner, she did not always work, so money was very tight 

growing up. 
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Section 6. TreatmentICare(Suppart 

infection. 

• 

Section 7. Financial Assistance 

83.1 am now aware of the following facts; On 17 September 2013; GRO _B wrote a 

letter to the Skipton Fund on behalf of our siblings, whereby she enquired 

whether we were entitled to any financial assistance with respect to our late 

father. 
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ex-gratia payment from the Skipton Fund equal to the sum of £20,000 in respect 

of my late father had already been approved and paid. 

85. Retrospectively, we had found out that our step-sister Tracey Vasey 

(WITN5327001) had applied to, and obtained the stage one ex-gratia payment 

from the Skipton Fund. This is confirmed within a letter, dated 25 September 

2013, from Nicholas Fish, Scheme Administrator, Skipton Fund, to Mrs`~Ros? 

GRO_B~ entitled 'Re: Skipton Fund payment with respect to the late Mr William 

Wiper. The letter states as follows: 

"Thank you for your recent letter and for providing your original birth 

certificate which I am returning to you with this letter. 

/ can confirm that the payment with respect to the late Mr Wiper was 

claimed by Mrs Tracey Vasey on the basis that she had confirmed on the 

registration form that there was nobody else who might be eligible for a 

payment with respect to the late Mr Wiper and confirmed in a signed letter 

that he was a widower and 'There are no other siblings eligible for the 

Skipton Fund." 

However, I have spoken to Tracey today and she has clarified to me why 

she thought that she was the only eligible child of the late Mr Wiper. When 

the alteration to the scheme was first announced in January 2011 it was up 

to claimants to come forward to make applications with respect to people 

who died prior to 29 August 2003 since the Skipton Fund would not know 

who these people might be; registrations were therefore frequently made 

off the back of people being contacted by haemophilia centres and/or 

hospitals. 

in this case Tracey tells me she was contacted out of the blue by the Royal 

Victoria Infirmary (RVI), which is what we would have expected to be the 

case. The haemophilia centre would have looked at the later Mr Wiper's file 

and seen that his estate would be eligible for a Skipton Fund payment 

because it was likely that he contracted hepatitis C through haemophilia 
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88.The process of financial assistance obtained on behalf of my late father is 

discussed further within Section 7 of my step-sister GRO _B ;'s witness 

statement i GRO-B_._._._._. . 

Section 8. Other Issues 

89.The Contaminated Blood Scandal has not dented my faith in the National 

Health Service ("NHS"). I recall watching a documentary which discussed the 

sourcing of blood collections from American prisoners. It is unfortunate that the 

blood was not screened before it was used on patients in the NHS. 

90.1 would like someone to be accountable for what has happened, and for 

someone to say "we are sorry." I know one person cannot take on that 

responsibility, but it would be nice for some recognition. I do not want anything 

similar to the Contaminated Blood Scandal to happen again in the future. 

91 b and I have spent most of our adult life trying to avoid the topic of our 

father's death. That is just how it was with our family. However, the weeks 

leading up to the drafting of our witness statements have brought it all back to 

the surface. For us it was never about the money but an acknowledgement that 

a mistake out-with our control caused the break-up of our family. 

92.1 have provided a witness statement to the IBI to allow my father's story to be 

made public. I hope our contribution will help enable the mistakes of the past 

not to be repeated. 

Statement of Truth 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

Signed GRO-C 

. ra Dated ~ ",  ~ \ 
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