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I am writing to say bow grateful I am for your support for The
Sunday Times campalgn to compensate haemophiliacs who were
infected with the Aids virus through no fault of thelr own, asz
a result of National Health Service treatment. As 1 am sure you
are aware, this campalgn helped persuade the government to make
£20,000 sx-gratia payments to 1200 haemophiliacs in Hovember.

I would now like to ask for yvour continsed support on behalf of
an egually tragic group of people: thoss non-haemophiliasc NHS
patients who acguired the Adds virus through routine blood
transfusions during surgery.

The exact total of these victims is unknown; but the number is
estimated to be at least S0, In 1988 Tony Newbton, then health
secretary, admitted there were 42 known cases of HIV infection
from ordinary bleod transfusions. This wonth Roger Freeman, the
Junior health minister, estimated the nunber as at least 33,

The circumstances in which blood transfusion victins have
acguired the alds viruvs are alwost identical to those of the
haemophiliscs. Where haemophiliscs acquired the virus from
contaninated blood products, non-haemophiliacs were infected by
contaminated blood taken from donors, and the outcome has been
no less tragico. Indeed in many respects their suffering has
heen worse, since non-~haemophiliacs have not enjoyed the
support of any pressure group, and had to bear the stigma of
Alids,
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At least 16 non~haemophiliacs have already died. Yet the
government has consistently maintalned that it is under no
_legal or moral obligation to compensate these victims. Kenneth
clarke, the health secretary, sald only very recently that the
government had no plans to extend the special financial help
for haemophiliacs to blood transfusion victims, on the grounds
that the award to haemophiliacs was in recognition of their
wyholly exceptional® clrcumstances.

our view, which is shared by The Haemophilia Soclety and
medical experts, is that the government has the same moval
responsibility to this group of Alds sufferers, as to
haewophiliacs. At the very least the government should extend
the £20,000 ex-gratia payments to non~haemophiliscs infected by
blood transfusions., It is estimated this would cost a mere f£im.

T enclose cuttings of three recent articles in our campaign for
these people, and trust you will feel able to give us continued
support. I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely

GRO-C

Andraw Neil

Encs

WITN7005008_0002



SUNDAY Tird

by Tien Rayment

THE povernmaent s pefusing 10

compyemsaie & group of hospial pe-
o tienis who soquind the Akds virus
¢ ghuring national health service op-
Uoerations, After buog foreed by
i public prissure i belp haemophse
i Hiacs with HIY, ministers bave dev
Caded o ignere others who wore
gaven contamingted dogd,

The desimion, which hes out-
raged some MPs, smovged i pee
wles o parfamestary Guishons
fast week. Buoger Frooman, the ju-
s bealth minister, admittod that
at Jeast 32 poople had received the
wiras i Blood transfusions, bug
wire ot entited 1o suppirt

“Speviat fnanciel help which the
government has made available for
baernaphiliacs wath HIV rooog
nises the wholly exceptioned cir-
comstanes of those persons,”
Freeman said, “We have no plans
1o extend those arvangements ...
- fo mxiplems of blood transfi
signs” The develupment has ot
peved s politiciang, whi see no
differenos hepwosn the o,

Soven weeks age, afier 3 tame
paign by the Heemophilia Socety
and The Sunday Tiemes that was
supparted by more thas 38 MPs,
she povessiment offired £20.000
earh o hsemophiiacs  nfpowd
ghrough contaninaisd blood prods
wots supplied by the NHE,

Ministers argus that patients in-
focted by MNHS blood are different.
In his parliamentary rephies, Froe-
wan does pot explain why, Bul i
years ago, Teay Dowion, thes
bealih minisier, said heomophi
Havs wore already wufforiog & grave
Mnees which made i difficult 1o
get 3 good job, tke syt Bl insy-
Tanee o8 provice for their families,

Last week, The Bumday Times
highlighied poe example of the vt
s who are being gadred. GROAI
A, way givon two pmnts of Blosd
during an enorpeacy bystersciomy
operaton 2t her Josal Bospual
Tweo vers Iater, she discoversd she
¢ had the vires tat lesds to Alds,
© Then she was an gmateur athe
lete; pinw she wuffers chest infeo.
uomy and joist pains that oflsn
confine her 1o ber Snt-foor flat
She lives op siate benelits of €36 2
week and @ small mobility sb
iowane, with suppost froen hey
bovlviend, whi s deeply in debt.

“1 dowr's see any difference be-
fweeen vy Gase and the hacmophi-
Haes,” spidioroal who has kept the
nusare of WF Hiness socrat gven
fromm Jer oy Biend™s children,

“This i sopsensical,”™ sadd Al
Morss, oppositinn spokeswan for
the disabled 2nd one of beo RMPs (o

|
|

receive Freeman's reply. “Feople
will e up i the ssene wardy, iy
thy same pain, and because ol MHE
greatent. Bat they're sying, Iy
ghis group g0 1o court, Many will
not hive 0 800 & court setloment,
s Justice - i thers §s any justion
will be posthumoas™

The eases -~ estimated ool 30
now and exporied 10 grow B a1
feast $OKF a5 others ducpver they
Bave the virus ~ are from operas
tions hepecsn 1R79 and 1985,
when screcning of blowsd bogen.

Froemaw's Agures reveal that 15

NG

Roger Freaman No pl
to extand halp fo Mood
transtusion pationts’

&ir Bonald Acheson “Bame
s for HIY carviers,
regardiess of sourve”

af the 32 known HIY rerners
developed Awds, Thirieen are ab
ready dead. & further 43 cases are.
heing  investigated 10 establish
where the transfusions teok pace, -

$ir Donsld Acheson, the chief
wohied? officer, pointed ot bt
wesk that the vutoome for HIV
warsiers & Bkely o be the same,
regardioss of the source,

S Dawid Poge, Conservative
WP for Eastleigh, who romived a
throp-paragraph seply Fom Feeeo
g, satd “The nunshers are fow,
hut that i no reason why they
shindd not Be reated with the
same  ooasiderstion g5 hasmoe
shitiaes, § e The Funday
Fimng” ¢ 3 * ¢
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